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	$333,333 Collected on Medical Malpractice Claim
Last year the Board approved the use of a medical malpractice attorney on a contingency basis to pursue recovery from various medical providers on an adverse jury verdict of $5.6 million.  This 2003 accident resulted in brain damage and incomplete quadriplegia to the plaintiff.  One of the doctors providing treatment to the plaintiff settled our claim for $500,000, of which our share of $333,333 was just collected.  Another physician on this case settled their claim for $30,000 of which our share is $20,000.  We are currently negotiating with other healthcare providers in this case, two doctors and the hospital to obtain further recoveries.   

Earlier this fiscal year, we reached a settlement and collected $100,000 from a doctor and clinic related to the misdiagnosis and treatment of an injured arm.  

Metro Orange Line Canoga Extension
Immediately after the Board’s January 22, 2009 certification of the Canoga Extension of the Metro Orange Line, Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR), the Notice of Determination (NOD), as required by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), was filed with the County Clerk and the State Office of Planning and Research.  Upon filing the NOD, a 30-day window opens during which, anyone that may have an issue with the findings of the EIR can challenge those findings in court.  The NOD period closed on Monday, February 23, 2009, we are pleased to report that no lawsuit has been received.  Therefore, the CEQA process for this project is complete. 

"Waiting for the Train" Panel Draws Large Crowd

On Friday, February 20, 2009, Carol Inge, Chief Planning Officer and Roger Moliere, Chief of Real Property Management and Development participated in a panel discussion sponsored by the Westside Urban Forum, titled "Waiting for the Train."  They were joined by Gail Goldberg, Director of the LA City Planning Department.  The moderator was Jonathan Zasloff, Professor of Law at UCLA and Associate Director of the Richard S. Ziman Center for Real Estate at UCLA.

The discussion focused on how cities, private developers and Metro can work together now to ensure that the right land use plans, development proposals, and procedures are in place to help new rail projects come to fruition also to support those projects when construction starts and when they open for operation.  Carol suggested that cities begin planning now and revising their general and specific plans and/or zoning where needed.  She indicated that, in addition to project specific measures such as ridership, the FTA considers and evaluates land use factors for projects seeking federal funding.  She also advised cities and developers to work with Metro early when individual developments are being proposed so that future rail stations and alignments are integrated into their planning and design, and to ensure that those planned developments do not preclude options for the new rail projects or make the rail projects more expensive.
Roger Moliere gave an overview of some of our current joint development projects and discussed how Metro makes decisions in choosing joint development partners, as well as how we decide what kind of development to build at Metro-owned sites.  Ms. Goldberg also encouraged developers to work with city planners on their development proposals to incorporate future rail infrastructure.  She asked that Metro ensure that her department has as much information as possible about our plans for future rail lines.

The event was attended by about 140 people including developers, architects, consultants, property owners and planners from both the public and private sector.  Some media representatives were in attendance.

San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments’ Transportation Committee Meeting

On Thursday, February 19, 2009, Director Fasana, Chair of the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments’ Transportation Committee, was joined by Chief Planning Officer, Carol Inge, who provided an update on Measure R and the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.  

Others attendees were representatives from various San Gabriel Valley cities who expressed a strong desire to see more funding for Los Angeles County jurisdictions as part of our stimulus funding recommendations.  Carol indicated that we would continue to work with LA County stakeholders to determine the best method to distribute stimulus funding. 

Monterey Park City Council Receives Update on Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2 Project

Last Wednesday, February 18, 2009 staff attended the Monterey Park City Council meeting to present an update of the Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2 project. Following our presentation, the Mayor and Councilmembers expressed unanimous support for the project and indicated that it had potential to bring economic development opportunities to their city. They also expressed interest in touring the Eastside Extension and said they look forward to working with us on the next phase of the project. 

Staff will continue to meet with cities in the project study area as part of the community outreach effort.
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