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	Uncoupling of Light Rail Vehicle and Brandt Truck
We continued to receive phone calls regarding the uncoupling between a Light Rail Vehicle (LRV) and a diesel truck (referred as the Brandt Truck).  Early Tuesday morning March 10, 2009, a diesel truck was in the process of towing a P2550 LRV to Indiana Station from a secure section within the tunnel.  During this operation, all 3 braking systems on the LRV were disconnected, per procedure, to allow the Brandt truck to tow the LRV.  As the Brandt truck began to pull the LRV, the coupling between the two vehicles did not hold resulting in the LRV to roll on its own within the confines of the tunnel during this test operation.  Metro staff immediately contacted Dellner Coupler (the coupler manufacturer of the P2550) whose representative investigated the cause of the coupler failure and found it to be a defective coupler mechanism on the Brandt truck.  After repair, the representative also provided Metro with a new procedure and safety locking pins for the Brandt Truck/LRV coupling.  

Metro Rail Service Alerts
Metro Green Line

On Sunday, March 15, 2009, due to maintenance work, trains will run up to 10 minutes later than regular schedule between 10 a.m. and 2:15 p.m.  

On Monday through Thursday, March 16-19, 2009 due to system maintenance, from 9:00 a.m. until 2:30 p.m., trains will run every 17 minutes, departing Norwalk from 9:03 a.m. until 2:09 p.m. and departing Redondo Beach from 8:58 a.m. until 2:04 p.m.
Metro Red Line/Purple

On Friday, March 13, 2009 due to maintenance work after 9p.m., Purple Line passengers need to transfer at Wilshire/Vermont.  At Wilshire/Vermont, all Purple and Red Line trains will use the upper level.   Shuttle trains will leave Wilshire/Western 2 minutes later than regular schedule after 9:04 p.m.  Red Line trains from Union Station will run regular schedule.  Red Line trains from North Hollywood will run 2 minutes later than regular schedule between 8:56 p.m. and 12:16 a.m., then at 12:34 a.m. and 12:54 a.m. 

On Saturday, March 14, 2009, due to maintenance work before 6 a.m., Purple Line passengers need to transfer at Wilshire/Vermont.  At Wilshire/Vermont, all Purple and Red Line trains will use the upper level.  Shuttle trains will leave Wilshire/Western at 4:44 a.m., 5:04 a.m. and every 20 minutes until 6:04 a.m., then 6:20 a.m. and regular schedule.  Red Line trains from Union Station will leave at 4:32 a.m., 4:52 a.m. and every 20 minutes until 5:52 a.m., then 5:58 a.m. and regular schedule.  Red Line trains from North Hollywood will leave at 4:31 a.m., 4:51 a.m. and every 20 minutes until 5:51 a.m., then 6:10 a.m. and regular schedule.
On Sunday through Thursday, March 15-19, 2009, due to maintenance work after 9 p.m., Purple Line passengers need to transfer at Wilshire/Vermont.  At Wilshire/Vermont, all Purple and Red Line trains will use the upper level.  Shuttle trains will leave Wilshire/Western 2 minutes later than regular schedule after 9:04 p.m.  Red Line trains from Union Station will run regular schedule.  Red Line trains from North Hollywood will run 2 minutes later than regular schedule between 8:56 p.m. and 12:16 a.m., then at 12:34 a.m. and 12:54 a.m.

Procurement Postings for Next Week
RFP for Data Center Cleaning Services

Procurement will issue a Request for Proposals (RFP) next week to procure Data Center Cleaning Services.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from March 18 through June 20, 2009.

The Data Center rooms must be free from all dust and similar pollutants in order to keep the electronic equipment functioning properly. 

Any questions concerning this procurement action during the procurement period must be directed to and may only be answered by Bassar Richardson, contract administrator, at (213) 922-4596.

IFB for Bus Manifolds

Procurement will issue an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week to procure Bus Manifolds.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from March 19 through July 30, 2009.

The bus manifold is used to deliver fuel to the engine and the exhaust manifold is used to burn the fuel away from the engine.  These inventory parts are needed to ensure that the mechanics can have parts for normal preventative maintenance program.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by contract Tanya Allen, Procurement Planning Administrator, at (213) 922-1018.

IFB for 60 Batteries

Procurement has issued an IFB to procure 60 Batteries.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from March 12 through May 1, 2009.

These batteries, which will be located at various Metro Red Line stations (Vermont/Beverly, Vermont/Santa Monica, and Universal City), support the emergency operations of critical systems and functions.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Diane Ly, Assistant Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-1102.

Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events
Next week, I will be meeting individually with Directors Dubois, Fasana, and Najarian.  Finally, I will be interviewed by Tracy Young of CNN regarding federal funds that Los Angeles County might receive for transportation projects.
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