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	Metro in the Community

Last week, Metro Volunteers participated in several events around the County.  On Tuesday, volunteers participated in the City of Los Angeles' Saint Patrick's Day parade with our green "vintage" bus joining 200 organizations and groups between Union Station and Pershing Square.  Throughout the week, Metro bus operators taught students how to be safe near buses and trains during career days at Leapwood Elementary in Carson and 112th St School in Los Angeles.  Using picture poster boards the operators showed their young audiences how to wait for the bus and train, and how to travel safely around the city.  On Wednesday, Ms. Traffic and transit volunteers promoted public transportation and the Transit Access Pass during the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce Annual Business and Tourism Expo at the Universal Hilton.  The festive event drew 300 chamber and commercial representatives.  On Friday, several South Bay civic leaders toured the Metro Red Line and visit Gateway Headquarters, as part of Supervisor Don Knabe's "Day At The County" program.

Expo Light Rail – Construction Notice
In last Thursday’s daily brief, I stated that work on Exposition Boulevard and Arlington Avenue in the Mid-Corridor portion of the Expo Light Rail Line alignment would begin Tuesday, March 24, 2009 through May 7, 2009.  Work has been rescheduled to end on Tuesday, March 31, 2009.  All restrictions and detour routes outlined in Thursday’s brief remain the same.

Reserve the Dates
FTA/Virginia Tech Environmental Management System Implementation Institute Workshop, Monday, June 15, 2009 and Tuesday, September 8, 2009, Virginia Tech, Roanoke, VA 

This is a series of workshops to be conducted by the FTA through Virginia Tech over the course of 2009 in Roanoke, VA.  The purpose of the workshops is to empower participants with the tools and knowledge to begin the process of implementing an Environmental Management System (EMS) within their respective organizations. 

CTA Transit Lobby Day, Wednesday, March 25, 2009, Sheraton Grand, Sacramento 

California Transit Association’s Transit Lobby Day is a chance to inform Sacramento policymakers about the impact the budget cuts will have on public transit’s ability to operate service in communities statewide. 

Quarterly Legislative Briefing, Thursday, April 9, 2009, 12:00 – 2:00 p.m., Gateway Headquarters – Windsor Conference Room, One Gateway Plaza, Los Angeles 

Legislative briefing for elected official’s district staff on current Metro related issues. 

2009 Joint Light Rail Conference, April 19-22, 2009, Biltmore Hotel, Los Angeles 

Metro will be hosting the 2009 Joint Light Rail Conference sponsored by TRB and APTA.  These conferences are held only once every three years devoted to light rail systems.  The 2009 theme is Growth and R newal to address the needs of aging systems as well as the many new starts across the country and in Los Angeles.
RailPAC Annual Meeting, May 2, 2009, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Metro Board Room, One Gateway Plaza, Los Angeles

Rail Passenger Association of California & Nevada (RailPAC) is a statewide membership organization working for the expansion and improvement of rail passenger service within the states of California and Nevada.
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