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· LA Live Jumbotron Metro Ads

· Exposition Construction Authority Votes on Preferred Alignment for Phase 2 of the Expo Line Project

· Metro Gold Line vs. Pedestrian Accident

· Metro Westside Subway Extension Project Online Media Briefings

· Media Relations Issues Press Release on Meetings Planned for Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2 Projects Study

· Media Relations Issues Press Release on Meetings Set for Harbor Subdivision Transit Corridor Study

· Metro Rail Service Alerts


	LA Live Jumbotron Metro Ads

Since March 2009, in an effort to promote going Metro to LA Live and the Staples Center, LA Live has been running 30-second Metro spots that appear on the LA Live Jumbotrons.  The ads are Metro promotional elements included in a larger trade agreement between Metro and L.A. Live for 2009.  The ads run each hour for the twenty hours per day the jumbotrons are in operation for a one-year period.  Each of these ads provides Metro with more than 100,000 impressions per day (as they can also be seen from the freeway, surface streets and for all attendees of LA Live and Staples Center). The trade agreement was negotiated by staff at no cost to Metro to support Metro advertising. The ads have a value of $168,000.  The agreement began with a promotion with the Light of the Angels and has now expanded into a cross promotion with the Grammy Museum.   
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Exposition Construction Authority Votes on Preferred Alignment for Phase 2 of the Expo Line Project

On April 2, 2009, the Expo Construction Authority Board of Directors directed staff to pursue the Exposition Right-of-way (ROW) and Colorado Avenue as the preferred alignment for Phase 2 of the Expo Line project.  Staff will now consider this as the preferred alignment for the preparation of the Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) for the subsequent consideration by the Board.

During the public comment period that started January 28, 2009 and concluded March 27, 2009, 3 public hearings were held, 174 people provided oral comments at those hearings and over 3000 communications were received.  Of the over 50 members of the public who commented at the April 2nd Board meeting, many spoke of the benefits of utilizing the existing ROW, preserving trees in Santa Monica and the urgency of moving forward in the face of worsening Westside traffic congestion.   

Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky, acknowledging community concerns, directed staff and the project team to continue to analyze several key issues including traffic concerns at key intersections, grade crossing safety issues and proposed parking restrictions along Westwood and Overland Boulevards, as well as identifying the most feasible and appropriate site of a required maintenance facility. 

The project will enter the Final EIR (FEIR) phase.  It is expected that the FEIR will come to the Board for evaluation and certification in the fall.
Metro Gold Line vs. Pedestrian Accident
Earlier this afternoon there was a pedestrian vs. train accident at the Metro Gold Line Southwest Museum Pedestrian Crossing.  Gold line trains were singled tracked around the incident, with normal service restored at approximately 2:30 p.m. The train was going southbound when it made contact with a pedestrian at 1:34 p.m. The victim is a male Hispanic who suffered a major injury to his left foot and sustained head injuries.  Metro supervisors and the LASD responded to scene. The pedestrian was conscious and was transported to County USC Medical Center. No other injuries were reported.  

Metro Westside Subway Extension Project Online Media Briefings
This afternoon Media Relations facilitated an online briefing for news reporters on the agency’s Westside Subway Extension project.  Public scoping meetings are scheduled to begin next Monday, April 13, 2009 through Thursday, April 23, 2009 throughout the West Los Angeles Area to obtain public feedback on the project’s Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIS/EIR) process.  Planning staff reported that the agency is seeking public input on, among others, possible station locations, construction segments and environmental mitigations.  This is the second Metro project briefing to be conducted in a new, interactive Webex web and phone conferencing system, and it has been well received by key Los Angeles area transportation reporters as a time and cost-effective way to monitor the development of Metro’s Measure R-funded projects.  Stories are expected to run beginning tomorrow.

Media Relations Issues Press Release on Meetings Planned for Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2 Projects Study
Today, Media Relations issued a news release noting that Metro will hold seven meetings and open houses in April and May 2009 to brief City Councils and the community on the alternatives to be refined and reduced for the Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2 Project Study.  The corridor will extend the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension, now under construction, to cities further east of Los Angeles.

The release notes that in this phase of the Alternative Analysis (AA), Metro staff will focus on refining and reducing the number of alternatives that will advance for further study into the Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Report (DEIS/DEIR). The four build alternatives; SR-60, Beverly, Beverly/Whittier and Washington, will be refine and reduce by Metro staff based on the following criteria: cost, ridership, cost-effectiveness, economic development/land use, travel time savings and comparisons, reliability, community acceptability, environmental effects, sustainability factors, safety and security, and financial capability.

The meetings and open houses will be at:

City of Montebello

Wednesday, April 8, 6:30 p.m.
City Hall, Council Chambers

1600 W. Beverly Blvd.

Montebello, CA 90640

City of South El Monte

Tuesday, April 14, 6:30 p.m.
City Hall, Council Chambers

1415 S Santa Anita Av

South El Monte, CA 91733

City of Pico Rivera

Tuesday, April 14, 6 p.m.
City Hall, Council Chambers

6615 Passons Blvd. 

Pico Rivera CA, 90660

City of Monterey Park

Wednesday, April 15, 7 p.m.
City Hall, Council Chambers

320 W Newmark Av

Monterey Park, CA 91754

City of Commerce

Tuesday, April 21, 6:30 p.m.
City Hall, Council Chambers

2535 Commerce Way
Commerce, CA 90040

City of Rosemead

Tuesday, April 28, 7 p.m.
City Hall, Council Chambers

8838 E Valley Blvd.
Rosemead, CA 91770

City of Whittier

Tuesday, May 12, 6:30 p.m.
City Hall, Council Chambers

13230 Penn St, 1st Floor

Whittier, CA 90602

Please note: Open House begin one hour before Council meetings

www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_038.htm

Media Relations Issues Press Release on Meetings Set for Harbor Subdivision Transit Corridor Study
This afternoon, Media Relations distributed a news release noting that Metro will hold five community meetings in late April and early May to provide an update as part of their Alternative Analysis Study (AA) for the Harbor Subdivision Transit Corridor.  The study, launched in September 2008, is examining potential transit service along the Metro-owned Harbor Subdivision.

The Harbor Subdivision is a freight rail corridor, approximately 26 miles in length that traverses southwest Los Angeles County from Vernon to Wilmington. In the early 1990’s, Metro purchased the portion of the corridor between Redondo Junction and Watson Yard, along with several other rail rights-of-way, to further the development of the region’s rapid transit system.  

The release notes that the AA is evaluating a broad range of alternatives including Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) with dedicated bus lanes, various types of rail technology such as Light Rail Transit (LRT), as well as “no-build” and Transportation Systems Management improvements. Though alternatives will generally follow the Harbor Subdivision corridor, potential alignment and improvement options outside the immediate Harbor Subdivision right-of-way are also being studied. In addition, the analysis will examine potential financing mechanisms outside the traditional funding sources commonly used for constructing and operating transit service.

The following are a list of upcoming meetings and locations:

Tuesday, April 21, 2009, 6 p.m.

Boys and Girls Club of the Los Angeles Harbor 

100 W. 5th Street, San Pedro

Wednesday, April 22, 2009, 6 p.m.
Redondo Beach Main Library

303 Pacific Coast Highway, Redondo Beach

Monday, April 27, 2009, 6 p.m.
Inglewood City Hall, Community Room

One Manchester Blvd., Inglewood

Thursday, April 30, 2009, 11:30 a.m.
Metropolitan Water District, Room 2145

700 N. Alameda Street, Los Angeles

Saturday, May 2, 2009, 10 a.m.

Augustus Hawkins Nature Park

5790 Compton Ave., Los Angeles
www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_040.htm

Metro Rail Service Alerts
Metro Blue Line

On Monday, April 6, 2009, due to maintenance work after 8:20 p.m., trains will run every 20 minutes – Northbound trains will run 9 minutes later than regular schedule beginning from Transit Mall at 8:50 p.m. and every 20 minutes through 11:30 p.m.  Trains to Wardlow will run 9 minutes later than regular schedule between 11:50 p.m. and 1:10 a.m., then 1:21 a.m. and 1:41 a.m.

Metro Green Line

On Monday through Thursday, April 6-9, 2009, due to maintenance from 9 a.m. until 2:30 p.m., trains will run every 17 minutes, departing Norwalk from 9:03 a.m. until 2:09 p.m. and departing Redondo Beach from 8:58 a.m. until 2:04 p.m.

Metro Red Line/Purple Line

On Monday, April 6, 2009, due to maintenance work after 9 p.m., Red Line trains from North Hollywood will run 3 minutes earlier than regular schedule between 8:51 p.m. and 12:11 a.m., then at 12:34 a.m.  Red/Purple Line trains from Union Station will run regular schedules. 

On Tuesday and Wednesday, April 7-8, 2009, due to maintenance work after 9 p.m., Purple Line passengers need to transfer at Wilshire/Vermont.  At Wilshire/Vermont, all Purple and Red Line trains will use the upper level.  Shuttle trains will leave Wilshire/Western 2 minutes later than regular schedule after 9:04 p.m.  Red Line trains from Union Station will run regular schedule.  Red Line trains from North Hollywood will run 2 minutes later than regular schedule between 8:56 p.m. and 12:16 a.m., then at 12:34 a.m. and 12:54 a.m.
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