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	Solar Panel Unveiling at Metro Support Services Center
This morning I joined Mayor Villaraigosa, Director Huizar and other energy and utility representatives to unveil Metro’s new solar panel installation at the Metro Support Services Center.  The massive installation comprises more than 6,700 individual solar panels on four facility rooftops, making it the largest solar installation at a transit facility in the nation, as well as the single largest solar panel system within the City of Los Angeles.  The panels will generate 1.2 megawatt of renewable, emission-free power.  Along with other energy-efficient improvements, the project is expected to cut our facility’s annual $1.1 million energy bill in half to approximately $550,000.  In addition, it is anticipated to reduce carbon emissions by more than 3,700 metric tons, equivalent to planting more than 550 acres of trees and taking more than 600 cars off the road.

Numerous media attended this morning’s press conference, including Channels 4, 7, 11, 18, 22, 31, 35 and 52.  Stories are expected to run today and tomorrow.  

Metro Rail Service Alerts
Metro Green Line

On Monday through Thursday, April 27-30, due to maintenance work from 9 a.m. until 2:30 p.m., trains will run every 17 minutes, departing Norwalk from 9:03 a.m. until 2:09 p.m. and departing Redondo Beach from 8:58 a.m. until 2:04 p.m.
Metro Red Line/Purple

On Monday through Thursday, April 27-30, due to maintenance work after 9 p.m., Purple Line passengers will need to transfer at Wilshire/Vermont.  At Wilshire/Vermont, all Purple and Red Line trains will use the upper level.  Shuttle trains will leave Wilshire/Western 2 minutes later than regular schedule after 9:04 p.m.  Red Line trains from Union Station will run regular schedule.  Red Line trains from North Hollywood will run 2 minutes later than regular schedule between 8:56 p.m. and 12:16 a.m., then at 12:34 a.m. and 12:54 a.m.

Reserve the Dates
RailPAC Annual Meeting, Saturday, May 2, 2009, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Metro Board Room, One Gateway Plaza, Los Angeles

Rail Passenger Association of California & Nevada (RailPAC) is a statewide membership organization working for the expansion and improvement of rail passenger service within the states of California and Nevada.
Sustainability Summit, Wednesday, May 6, 2009, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., Metropolitan Water District Headquarters, 700 N. Alameda Street, Los Angeles

Summit provides cities and agencies in Los Angeles County with information and resources to address emerging environmental/sustainable regulations and requirements.  Specifically, the summit will offer focused presentations and discussions on AB32 (the Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006), SB375, and other emerging issues to assist participants in addressing and/or enhancing sustainability practices in their organization.  The results of a countywide Sustainability Survey will also be presented to summit participants to update them on the status of LA County’s path to sustainability.

I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Groundbreaking Ceremony, Wednesday, May 6, 2009, 10:00 a.m., Corner of Mississippi Avenue and Cotner Avenue, Los Angeles

Groundbreaking ceremony for construction of the northbound San Diego Freeway (I-405) High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV, or carpool) lane from the Santa Monica Freeway (I-10) to the Ventura Freeway (U.S. 101).  There will be emphasis on the federal stimulus funding factor on behalf of this project and the employment benefits in the region.
SCAG 2009 General Assembly, Thursday and Friday, May 7-8, 2009, La Quinta Resort, 49-499 Eisenhower Drive, La Quinta, CA. 92253

The General Assembly is SCAG’s annual meeting of elected officials, government agencies and their representatives from throughout Southern California, and provides a unique opportunity for attendees to meet and conduct business on important regional issues, while networking with leaders in the region and celebrating SCAG’s accomplishments of the past year.
Safety Fair Press Event, Saturday, May 9, 2009, 9:30 a.m., East Los Angeles Civic Center, Third Street, between Mednik and Civic Center Way, East Los Angeles
Event objective is to educate the community of the presence of the “new neighbor” in the area; the light rail trains of the Metro Gold Line to East Los Angeles and how to be safe around the Metro Rail system.  Metro is implementing the campaign “Safety 1st, Look, Listen & Stay Alive”, to keep motorists and pedestrians safe when they ride the system or drive around the alignment.
Bike to Work Week Kick-off Press Event, Monday, May 11, 2009, 8:30 a.m., Olvera Street Kiosk, 845 N. Alameda Street, Los Angeles

Director Huizar will welcome the Simpsons characters to the Olvera Street Kiosk when they arrive in a Metro Bus to tune up their bikes and kick off Bike to Work Week celebrations in Los Angeles County, which Metro and its partners, the Los Angeles City Dept. of Transportation (LADOT) and the Los Angeles County Bike Coalition (LACBC) will promote Monday, May 11 to Friday, May 15 with bike rides, bike pit stops, prizes, free rides on public transit and lots of giveaways.
Blessing of the Bicycles, Tuesday, May 12, 2009, 8:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m., Good Samaritan Hospital, 616 S. Witmer Avenue, Los Angeles
The Good Samaritan Hospital will host the Blessing of the Bikes on a non-denominational ceremony.
Bike to Work Week- Downtown Ride with the Mayor, Wednesday, May 13, 2009, 8:00 a.m., Civic Center Metro Red Line Station, Los Angeles

Metro and the Los Angeles County Bike Coalition (LACBC) will lead the Downtown Bike Ride beginning at 8am at the Civic Center Metro Rail Station to LA City Hall.
11th Annual Diamond Rideshare Awards, Tuesday, May 19, 2009, 1:00 p.m., Millennium Biltmore Hotel, 506 S. Grand Avenue, Los Angeles
The awards program recognizes outstanding achievement in developing and implementing innovative and successful rideshare programs that encourage employees to “share the ride” to work.  Metro, OCTA and VCTC are dedicated to helping businesses and their employees find alternative ways to share the ride to work thereby improving mobility and air quality for all of us.

FTA/Virginia Tech Environmental Management System Implementation Institute Workshop, Monday, June 15, 2009 and Tuesday, September 8, 2009, Virginia Tech, Roanoke, VA 

This is a series of workshops to be conducted by the FTA through Virginia Tech over the course of 2009 in Roanoke, VA.  The purpose of the workshops is to empower participants with the tools and knowledge to begin the process of implementing an Environmental Management System (EMS) within their respective organizations. 
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