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In this issue:

· LA City Council Authorizes Evaluating Public-Private Partnership for City Parking Assets
· Media Relations Issues News Release on Major Bus Detours to Occur on May 1
· Expo Light Rail – Construction Notice


	LA City Council Authorizes Evaluating Public-Private Partnership for City Parking Assets
Yesterday, the Los Angeles City Council authorized the City Administrative Officer (CAO) to evaluate and report on public-private partnerships (P3) for City parking structures and parking meters.  Potential parking structure candidates, owned by the City, for P3 transactions include Hollywood & Highland, Cinerama Dome and Pershing Square.   The Council also appropriated $500,000 for expenditures for outside counsel, the Sell-Side Advisory Agreement and the Financial Advisor contract.  A working group, consisting of staff from the CAO, Chief Legislative Analyst (CLA), City Attorney and the Mayor’s Office, will meet with the selected advisors to assess policy choices and key questions for stakeholders, and lead a public discussion about the advantages and disadvantages of a potential transaction.  If the Mayor and Council decided to proceed, the CAO staff report expects the transactions could close in late 2009 or early 2010. 
Media Relations Issues a News Release on Major Bus Detours to Occur on May 1
Today, Media Relations issued a news release noting that due to a series of six marches in and around downtown Los Angeles on Friday, May 1, Metro will detour nearly all buses in and out of downtown and is anticipating traffic delays from approximately 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

The release notes that to avoid traffic, patrons traveling downtown are advised to take the Metro Gold, Red or Purple lines to Union Station or Civic Center, Pershing Square or 7th Street/Metro Center stations, to allow extra time for trips and to be prepared to walk, should buses be delayed or re-routed by police. If travel through downtown is necessary, take the Metro Gold, Red or Purple lines to Union Station or to 7th Street/Metro Center station, or take the Blue Line to Pico, Grand or Washington stations and transfer to buses heading out of downtown.

Expo Light Rail – Construction Notice

Beginning Friday, May 1, 2009 though Monday, June 8, 2009 there will be temporary street closures and detours of 23rd and Flower Streets in the Downtown area of the Expo Light Rail alignment.

What:    Temporary street closures and detours

When:    May 1, 2009 through June 8, 2009

              Daytime work hours:      9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

              Nighttime work hours:    9:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. (Monday-Thursday)

                                                     11:00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m. (Friday only)

              Weekend Hours:            11:00 p.m. to 10:00 a.m. (Friday-Saturday)

Where:   Closure #1 (DAY): 23rd Street between Grand Avenue and Flower Street 

              Closure #2 (NIGHT): 23rd Street between Figueroa Street and Flower Street    

              Closure #3 (NIGHT): Flower Street between Washington Boulevard and 23rd Street

Traffic Impacts: 

· Closures #1, #2 or #3 will not be implemented concurrently. 

· Closure #1: 23rd Street will be closed to thru traffic between Grand Avenue and Flower Street during daytime work hours. Traffic traveling westbound or eastbound on 23rd Street will be detoured south to Adams Boulevard around the temporary closure.

· Closure #2: 23rd Street will be closed to thru traffic between Figueroa Street and Flower Street during nighttime work hours. Traffic traveling westbound or eastbound on 23rd Street will be detoured south to Adams Boulevard or north to Washington Boulevard around the temporary closure. 

· Closure #3: Flower Street will be closed to thru traffic between Washington Boulevard and 23rd Street during nighttime work hours. Traffic traveling southbound on Flower Street will be detoured to Figueroa Street or Grand Avenue around the temporary closure. 

Local access will be maintained for all local businesses and residents.   Directional signage, flaggers or electronic message boards will be used to safely direct drivers and pedestrians around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.
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