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	Metro Urges Congressional Leaders to Focus on Transportation in Climate Change Legislation
Metro and a broad coalition of transportation, environmental, smart growth and bicycle advocacy groups sent a letter to Congressman Henry Waxman, Chairman of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, regarding climate change legislation.  The letter, organized by Transportation for America, urges the committee to dedicate at least 10% of cap and trade proceeds for the planning and construction of emission-reducing transportation projects, including public transportation, rail, bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure.  The letter makes the case that climate change legislation should help establish a framework for the next federal transportation authorization bill and that climate and transportation policies should be aligned.  Congressman Waxman's draft legislation was originally slated to be marked up this week in the House Subcommittee on Energy and Environment but has been postponed.

boardarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/T4.pdf

Federal Transit Administration Releases Rail Modernization Study
Today, the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) released a Rail Modernization Study that was prepared in response to Congressional direction contained in a Fiscal Year 2008 Appropriations Bill.  Last year, U.S. Senator Richard Durbin (D-IL) had pressed the FTA to conduct this study and report the findings promptly. Senator Durbin has a longstanding interest in the Rail Modernization Program, which is a transit capital investment program that provides capital assistance for, among other things, the modernization of existing rail systems.

The FTA used existing data, supplemented by newly-reported data from seven large transit systems (Chicago, New York, New Jersey, Philadelphia, San Francisco, Boston and Washington, DC) to try to assess the level of capital investment needed to attain and maintain a state of good repair for these rail systems.  The study also reported findings that are of concern to our agency and other newer rail cities (i.e. San Diego, Houston, Dallas, Salt Lake City, Miami), showing that despite overall increased federal funding for rail modernization between 1991 and 2009, the actual share of program funds declined for us and these other systems. The failure of the Rail Modernization program to effectively deliver federal funds to our agency is a continuing cause for concern. The federal reauthorization plan adopted by the Board last week sets, as a priority, reforming the Rail Modernization so that it benefits our agency and other emerging rail systems. 
2009 Call for Projects Applications Submittals
On Friday, April 24th, we received 306 applications for the 2009 Call for Projects.  The preliminary transportation modal category breakdown follows:

Regional Surface Transportation Improvements
             76

Signal Synchronization & Bus Speed Improvements
19

Transportation Demand Management
                          31

Bikeway Improvements
                                                    25

Pedestrian Improvements
                                       62

Transit Capital
                                                                 43

Transportation Enhancement Activities
                          50

Total
                                                                            306

The number of applications received is slightly less than what had been received in prior Calls for Projects which ranged from 363 in 2003 to a high of 436 in the 1999 Call for Projects.  Preliminary recommendations are expected to be released early July, with Board consideration for adoption of the 2009 Call for Projects in September.
Central City - Division 1 Impacted by May 1 March
Tomorrow, we may experience impacts to our Central City- Division 1 due to a planned May Day march that will assemble on 7th Street between Central Avenue and Alameda Street.  Since Central Avenue will close when they get ready to march, at approximately 4 p.m., pull-ins, pull-outs, reliefs, and employees getting to and from work may experience delays.  We are hopeful that the only effect prior to the start of the march will be minor detours for some buses pulling out of the yard.  Once the group starts marching, they will move north on Central, so for about an hour we will not be able to enter the yard from Central and the Alameda gate will have to be used for both entrance and exit.  In order to alleviate the impact of tomorrow’s march around Division 1 extra Supervisors will monitor and assist with getting vehicles in and out of the division.  

Expo Light Rail Invites Firms to Participate in Industry Review
The Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority (Expo) is developing a procurement process for Phase 2 of the Exposition Light Rail Transit Project.  They anticipate using a design-build delivery method which would include completion of preliminary engineering and using Expo Phase 1 design to develop firm fixed price proposals.

Firms interested in participating in this industry review should monitor the Expo website for information to be posted later this month on how to obtain review materials.  The date of the industry review meeting has been set for Monday May 18, 2009, 10:30 a.m. at the Veterans Memorial Complex, in the Rotunda Room, located at 4117 Overland Avenue in Culver City.  Any changes to the date, time, and/or location of the meeting will be posted on the Expo website.

www.buildexpo.org
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