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	Waxman Unveils Major Climate Change Legislation
Yesterday, Congressman Henry Waxman (D-Los Angeles), Chairman of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, unveiled draft climate change legislation.  The proposal, entitled “The American Clean Energy and Security Act of 2009”, is a comprehensive, 648 page “discussion draft” that would require aggressive reductions in greenhouse gas emissions over the next 40 years.  It would also establish a market-based “cap and trade” program for electric utilities, oil companies, large industrial sources and other entities that emit 85% of U.S. global warming emissions.

Of relevance to Metro, the legislation creates a planning process that would require greater integration of transportation, housing and land use decision-making.  Under the draft, states would be required to submit goals for transportation-related greenhouse gas emissions that would cover 10 and 20 year periods.  In addition, Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPO’s) would be directed to submit plans to achieve these goals and would need to incorporate a range of strategies such as adding new public transportation systems, adopting “complete streets” policies that promote bicycling and walking and instituting pricing measures such as congestion pricing, among others.  The legislation also creates a competitive grant program to be carried out by EPA and USDOT to help states and MPO’s implement strategies that reduce carbon emissions.   

One major issue left unresolved in the discussion draft is how to distribute revenues from a cap and trade program and which kinds of programs would get them.  A separate piece of legislation (known as “CLEAN-TEA”) recently introduced by a coalition of House members would direct 10% of cap and trade proceeds to fund transportation, land use and smart growth programs.  We, along with other transit entities and smart growth advocates, are pushing to incorporate this 10% requirement in the discussion draft.

Chairman Waxman has proposed an ambitious timeline for legislative action.  The bill will be marked up in the Subcommittee on Energy and Environment (chaired by Congressman Ed Markey, D-MA) during the week of April 27, with full committee markups to occur during the week of May 11.  House floor action may occur sometime in the summer.  Attached is a summary of the Waxman proposal, along with the text of the discussion draft.  We will keep you informed as the legislation moves through the committee process.
http://boardarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/acesa_summary.pdf
http://boardarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/acesa_discussiondraft.pdf
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