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In this issue:

· Meeting to Discuss High Speed Rail with Amtrak President 
· Union Station 70th Anniversary
· I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project Update for VICA Transportation Committee
· Metro in the Community

· Media Inquiry on Metro Orange Line Extension Tenant Lease Terminations, Relocations
· Expo Light Rail – Construction Notice


	Meeting to Discuss High Speed Rail with Amtrak President 
This afternoon, I along with representatives from OCTA met with Joe Boardman, President of Amtrak and immediate past FRA Administrator to discuss the California High Speed Rail (HSR) project, LOSSAN Corridor Impact and Orange County’s Anaheim Regional Transportation Intermodal Center (ARTIC).  We provided an overview of the LOSSAN Integration study effort and a site tour of ARTIC.  

On Wednesday, I will also be meeting with Joe Boardman and the Regional CEO’s to further discuss the LOSSAN Corridor service integration study, long term vision for the corridor, SB 455 (Lowenthal) HSR which would modify the powers of the California HSR Authority and HSR programs.
Union Station 70th Anniversary
This morning I, along with Metrolink and Amtrak participated in a press event to celebrate the 70th anniversary of Union Station.  The event was organized by Los Angeles City Councilman Tom La Bonge and co-hosted by Director Jose Huizar.  During my remarks, I noted that Union Station has become like the Grand Central Station for Los Angeles.  I also noted that it is now more vibrant than ever and will only become more so with the impending opening of the Gold Line Extension to East Los Angeles and in subsequent years as we continue to enhance service.  Numerous media outlets covered today’s event.  Stories are expected to run tonight and tomorrow.

I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project Update for VICA Transportation Committee
On Thursday, April 23, 2009, the Board authorized me to award the contract to Kiewit Pacific for construction of the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project.  Mike Barbour, Executive Officer of Highway Project Management has been invited and will be presenting an overview and status of the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project to the VICA Transportation Committee on May 12, 2009.  The presentation will take place at the Beverly Garland Holiday Inn in Studio City at 8:00 a.m.

Metro in the Community
Metro Volunteers have been busy in the community recently.  We promoted Metro and its transit services including the Transit Access Pass and the Rider Relief Transportation Program at Lake Balboa Day in the San Fernando Valley on Saturday, April 25 and Fiesta Broadway in downtown Los Angeles on Sunday, April 26.  This past Thursday staff was out in the community again in Watts for a caregivers workshop, and Friday was at the Bank of America Plaza Green Day celebration in downtown Los Angeles.  This past Saturday volunteers participated in a cleanup drive hosted by the San Fernando Valley Chamber of Commerce in part along a portion of the Orange Line.  On Sunday we were at the Cinco De Mayo celebration at the Sports Arena near USC.  Information on a wide range of Metro services and priorities was provided at these events including the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension, Transit Safety, Help Stop Vandalism, planning studies and bus/rail schedules.  Since the beginning of 2009, Metro Volunteers have participated in 30 community events this year and reached more than 60,000 residents.
Media Inquiry on Metro Orange Line Extension Tenant Lease Terminations, Relocations
The Daily News has inquired about Metro’s current business lease termination and relocation efforts for tenants currently residing on the Metro Orange Line Extension alignment along Canoga Avenue.  Some parking lot construction activities at the Chatsworth Metrolink Station are due to begin later this year.  Several businesses have reportedly contacted the newspaper complaining that they will be turned out of their properties at the height of a bad economy and will be forced to pay higher rents elsewhere.  Metro’s Real Estate and Construction Management staff reported that 13 tenants who resided along alignment prior to Metro’s acquisition of the right-of-way are entitled to relocation assistance, which can include rent differential payments and moving expenses.  Approximately 48 other ground leases are considered “post-acquisition” businesses who agreed to waive relocation assistance as a pre-condition of utilizing Metro-owned properties along the right-of-way that could someday be used for transportation purposes.  
Metro has worked very closely with businesses and other community members over a long period of time to keep them informed about extension plans.  We have sent out advance courtesy notices apprising all tenants of impending lease terminations, have already distributed notices to businesses requiring longer notice, and in the near future intend to give 30-day tenants a 90-day notice to minimize business impacts as much as possible. Construction of the four-mile Orange Line extension is expected to create additional construction jobs that could help spur economic development in the area. The story is expected to run tomorrow.
Expo Light Rail – Construction Notice
Beginning today through Wednesday, May 13, 2009, there will be a closure of the I-110 Freeway between Adams Boulevard and I-10 in the Downtown area of the Expo Light Rail alignment.

What: Temporary closure of the northbound and southbound 110 Freeway, from the I-10 Freeway to Adams Boulevard.

When:      

· Monday, May 4 at 11:00 p.m. to Tuesday, May 5 at 5:00 a.m. (northbound/southbound)
· Tuesday, May 5 at 11:00 p.m. to Wednesday, May 6 at 5:00 a.m. (northbound/southbound)

· Wednesday, May 6 at 11:00 p.m. to Thursday, May 7 at 5:00 a.m. (northbound/southbound)

· Thursday, May 7 at 11:00 p.m. to Friday, May 8 at 5:00 a.m. (northbound)

· Friday, May 8 at 11:00 p.m. to Saturday, May 9 at 5:00 a.m. (northbound)

· Monday, May 11 at 11:00 p.m. to Tuesday, May 12 at 5:00 a.m. (northbound/southbound)

· Tuesday, May 12 at 11:00 p.m. to Wednesday, May 13 at 5:00 a.m. (northbound/southbound)

· Wednesday, May 13 at 11:00 p.m. to Thursday, May 14 at 5:00 a.m. (northbound only)

Traffic Impacts:    

· In addition to the closure mentioned above, the connector from the eastbound I-10 Freeway onto the southbound 110 Freeway and the connector from the westbound I-10 Freeway onto the southbound 110 Freeway will be closed from 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. on the above mentioned dates.

· Directional signage and electronic message boards on the streets and freeways will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.    

Advisories: Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs. 
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