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In this issue:

· President Obama’s Budget Proposes Creation Of National Infrastructure Bank
· LA City Council Hears LADOT Report on Swine Flu Precautions
· LA City Council Trade, Commerce and Tourism Committee Approve Motion to Move LA Marathon Back to Sunday in 2010


	President Obama’s Budget Proposes Creation Of National Infrastructure Bank

The Administration's FY 2010 budget proposal released by the White House today includes a plan to expand federal infrastructure investments through a National Infrastructure Bank.  According to the budget document issued today, the mission of the bank would be to not only provide direct Federal investment but also to help foster coordination through State, municipal and private co-investment in our Nation’s infrastructure needs.  The current movement to create a national infrastructure bank gained momentum several years ago when a 2004 Commission on Public Infrastructure established by the Center for Strategic and International Studies issued a report showing that the creation of such a bank would be essential in revitalizing our Nation’s infrastructure.  Shortly thereafter, two bills were introduced to the 110th Congress in 2007 that would have established a National Infrastructure Bank. Both of these bills (H.R. 3401 and H.R. 3896) failed to become law.  The proposal being advanced by President Obama proposes to capitalize the bank with $25 billion, at a pace of $5 billion annually from Fiscal Years 2010 through 2014.  Last year, then-Senator Obama argued that a National Infrastructure Bank with $60 billion in federal funding would multiply into almost $500 billion of additional infrastructure spending.

We will be following the President's proposal and will bring forward, for the Board’s consideration, legislation introduced in the 111th Congress to establish a National Infrastructure Bank.

LA City Council Hears LADOT Report on Swine Flu Precautions
Tuesday, the Los Angeles City Council received a LADOT staff report in response to a Councilmember Wendy Greuel and Bernard Parks motion on precautions the City has taken, and their coordination with other transit agencies, in addressing the swine flu outbreak.  LADOT staff mentioned the coordination meeting that we hosted last week for the regional transit agencies provided the opportunity to share the strategies the agencies are employing to deal with the swine flu outbreak.  The message provided by the transit agencies is consistent across the region.  Actions taken by the agencies include the cleaning of buses, rail cars and rail stations with an alcohol based solution to help reduce flu transmission.  There has been a strong educational outreach to transit agency employees on actions they can take to protect themselves and customers.  LADOT staff reported that information is being placed on websites and variable message signs at rail stations and flyers are being handed out to riders telling them it is safe to ride public transportation and providing basic tips to avoid becoming ill.  Councilmember Greuel said this outreach campaign is a positive demonstration of the regional agencies working together to inform our customers.
LA City Council Trade, Commerce and Tourism Committee Approve Motion to Move LA Marathon Back to Sunday in 2010
Yesterday, the Los Angeles City Council Trade, Commerce and Tourism Committee approved a motion by Councilmembers Tom LaBonge, Janice Hahn and Bill Rosendahl to change the day of the LA Marathon from a holiday Monday back to a Sunday in March starting next year.  Public comment from runners and from non-profit organizations, who use the event to fund raise, supported the change back to a Sunday.  Representatives of the McCourt Group, who now operate the LA Marathon, also supported this change and are proposing the third Sunday in March for the race.  Committee Chair LaBonge will contact members of the religious community, who had previously advocated for the race to be moved from a Sunday but did not attend the committee meeting, to discuss this proposed change.  The motion was also referred to the Budget and Finance Committee but has not yet been scheduled for a hearing.  Metro spends significant resources each year to ensure that the disruptions to our customers caused by the running of the LA Marathon are minimized to the greatest extent possible.
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