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	Federal Railroad Administration to Issue Interim Guidance on High Speed Rail

Tomorrow, the Federal Railroad Administration will be issuing interim guidance on High Speed Rail to applicants covering grant terms, conditions and procedures until final regulations are issued.  The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 mandated that this guidance be issued within 120 days of its passage.  Project applications are due for project and corridor development grants by this August and September, with the FRA announcing grant amounts by October and December of this year.  We will be closely monitoring the FRA’s action on High Speed Rail tomorrow.

Chairman Oberstar Reschedules Surface Transportation Briefing
The news conference that the Chairman of the House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee, James Oberstar (D-MN), had scheduled for tomorrow has been rescheduled for this Thursday.  Chairman Oberstar is expected to provide a broad outline of the surface transportation bill that will replace SAFETEA-LU, which expires on September 30, 2009.  The news conference, which will be held in Washington, DC  this Thursday at 11:00 a.m. (EST), will be webcast live on the Committee’s website; http://transportation.house.gov. 
Metro Awarded Westside Prize
Last Friday I accepted the "Westside Prize," the highest award presented at the annual luncheon sponsored by the Westside Urban Forum.  For 2009, the group chose to recognize the importance of "continued infrastructure investment to the region and to the Westside's future."  We were recognized along with Los Angeles World Airports, the City of Los Angeles Bureau of Engineering, and the California Department of Housing and Community Development.  I participated in a brief panel discussion with representatives from these other agencies moderated by Christopher Hawthorne, LA Times architecture critic.  I discussed how we are planning to use the recent stimulus funds and our commitment to the voters to deliver the Measure R projects and programs as promised.

Our award noted that we have "sponsored an innovative network of public transit modes, from subway to light rail to Rapid Bus, to the Orange Line busway.  Metro's leadership in helping to secure new local funding via Measure R sales tax will accelerate urgently needed links between jobs, housing, shopping and entertainment without cars -- transforming Los Angeles for the 21st Century."
Crenshaw Transit Corridor Team Completes “Taste of Transit” Tour
On Saturday, June 13, 2009, the Crenshaw Transit Corridor team conducted a “Taste of Transit” tour for approximately 75 residents and stakeholders in the Crenshaw Corridor including representatives from block clubs, Homeowner Associations, neighborhood councils, local churches and offices of elected officials.  Participants had the opportunity to ride the Metro Orange and Gold Lines as well as to learn about the Metro Red and Purple Lines via stops at North Hollywood Station and Union Station.  The tour provided stakeholders with an opportunity to experience Metro’s transit system first hand and to learn more about how the lines are integrated into each community’s urban design.  Comments from tour participants were enthusiastic and supportive about Metro’s transit system. 

Gardena Municipal Bus Lines Installs TAP Fare Boxes
This weekend, Gardena Municipal Bus Lines became the latest operator to install TAP compatible fare boxes.  This latest addition brings a total of 6 Municipal Operators now on line:  Culver CityBus, Foothill Transit, Gardena Bus Lines, Long Beach Transit, Norwalk Transit, and Santa Clarita Transit.  Montebello Municipal Bus Lines is scheduled to install next month, followed by Antelope Valley Transit Authority in early September.  LADOT is currently working with Metro TAP staff for a January installation.

In addition, staff has been meeting with Local Transit Service Systems (LTSS) operators, Glendale Bee Line and Pasadena Arts for procuring compatible TAP equipment in the next several months.  
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