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In this issue:
· Meeting with Congressman Brad Sherman
· Number of Online Visitors to Measure R Triples

· Taping of Oprah Winfrey Show on the Metro Blue Line

	Meeting with Congressman Brad Sherman
This afternoon, I met with Congressman Brad Sherman (D-27) to discuss a number of matters impacting his constituents in the San Fernando Valley and our agency as a whole. The Congressman was briefed on status of the Metro Orange Line Extension and a number of other matters related to our bus routes in and around his Congressional District. The Congressman was also interested in the status of the Interstate-405 High Occupancy Vehicle Project and improvements to Interstate-5 in the San Fernando Valley. The Congressman shared his strong interest in working with our agency on the upcoming reauthorization of SAFETEA-LU, the surface transportation program that expires next month. 

Congressman Sherman serves on the House Foreign Affairs Committee, Financial Services Committee and the Judiciary Committee.
Number of Online Visitors to Measure R Triples 
Renewed public interest of the Measure R site on metro.net has grown since Metro Communications made the new "Measure R Projects Status" Web Tracker available July. The number of visitors to the site has tripled with more than 13,176 page views through July 31, 2009. In June, the Measure R site received only 4,678 page views. 
Metro has not seen this high-volume spike in web traffic for Measure R site since a year ago when we first launched the Measure R Information Campaign online. At that time, the Measure R web traffic climbed for three consecutive months from 2,753 page views in August 2008 to more than 49,368 page views by November 2008. 

 
The new web tracker lists the measure’s various projects, provides status descriptions and funding allocations as projected over 30 years based on the expenditure plan. Our online customers can filter through the information by project types or region, view an interactive map and gain easy access to Frequently Asked Questions and the latest new reports. To view the web tracker, click on one of the following links: http://www.metro.net/measurer/default.asp and http://www.metro.net/measurer/progress_tracker.htm. 
Taping of Oprah Winfrey Show on the Metro Blue Line
The Oprah Winfrey show producers (Harpo Productions) will be filming Metro Blue Line passenger, Kahdijah Williams on the Line on Tuesday, August 18, 2009. Ms. Williams is a teen that, despite being homeless, completed her education at Jefferson High School and was accepted to attend Harvard. 
The producers will interview and videotape Ms. Williams boarding the Metro Blue Line’s Vernon Station and exiting the line at the Firestone Station. Media Relations staff will accompany the small crew throughout the taping. The program will air in early fall. 
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