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	High Speed Rail Update
At Friday’s Metrolink Board meeting, the Board voted to execute a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Amtrak covering major terms of a future Metrolink—Amtrak Service Agreement for train and engine crews, effective July 1, 2010. The Metrolink Board also authorized staff to issue a limited notice to proceed to Amtrak to allow mobilization efforts to begin. Staff will continue to negotiate with Amtrak so that a final agreement can be reached in December 2009. Metrolink’s current contract for train and engine crews ends June 30, 2010.

The Metrolink Board also received an update on Positive Train Control (PTC). PTC is a sophisticated information technology system designed to improve safety by controlling train movements. Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) regulations require that PTC be operational by December 2015. The project cost for PTC is estimated at $201 million, of which $90 million in funds has been secured. Metrolink is working closely with the member agencies to fill the $111 million shortfall. We will keep the Board apprised of our continuing efforts to secure additional funding for PTC.

Related to PTC, Metrolink Board Chair Keith Millhouse announced that Metrolink has activated expanded use of Automatic Train Stop (ATS) technology at an additional 49 locations throughout the Metrolink service area. ATS is in place on Metrolink routes in the Antelope Valley, San Gabriel Valley and Orange and Ventura Counties. ATS is based upon magnetic inductors placed along the track near curves or speed changes. As the train approaches, ATS sounds an alarm and flashing alert on the engineer’s control panel. Train brakes are automatically applied if the engineer does not acknowledge the alert.  
Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Set to Open November 15, 2009
Media Relations issued a news release this morning noting that the Eastside Extension of the Metro Gold Line will open to the public on Sunday, November 15, 2009. The six-mile extension will have eight new stations, two of them underground at Soto and Mariachi Plaza, and 1.7 miles of underground track. The release notes that the project is on budget with a flawless 4-million plus hour construction safety record. The release also points out that free rides on the entire Metro Gold Line from Pasadena to East Los Angeles will be offered on opening day. Community celebrations also are planned around some of the stations.

Link to News Release:  http://www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_167.htm
Metro Joins Little Tokyo Leaders at Japanese American National Museum 

This past Saturday, October 24th, staff and I attended an inaugural event at the Japanese American National Museum, “Conversations with Norman Mineta and George Takei.”  Approximately, 100 guests were in attendance, and the program provided an opportunity to hear directly from two notable leaders of the Japanese American community who, as children, were interned in ‘War Relocation Camps’, yet who both chose to enter very public careers.  Mineta, a member of Congress for 20 years (and later Secretary of Commerce and Secretary of Transportation under two Presidents), and Takei, part of the original cast of the Star Trek television and movie series and a Southern California Rapid Transit District board member for 11 years, spoke intimately about their experiences. Following the formal presentation, I had the opportunity to meet with community leaders and speak with a number of Little Tokyo stakeholders who are keenly interested in the Regional Connector project.  
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