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In this issue:
· Transportation Authorization Bill Continues to Face Roadblocks on Capitol Hill
· Senator Boxer Begins Three Days of Hearings on Climate Change Bill

	Transportation Authorization Bill Continues to Face Roadblocks on Capitol Hill
It appears that the U.S. Senate may not be able to adopt legislation this week that would extend our nation’s surface transportation program for six months. The current extension of SAFETEA-LU expires on October 31, 2009, leaving legislators little time to craft a long term extension of the surface transportation bill. In the U.S. House of Representatives, the Chairman of the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee James Oberstar (D-MN) continues to aggressively push for a short-term extension, in the hopes of adopting a long-term authorization bill early next year. The most likely outcome of the failure of the House and Senate to agree on a three or six month extension is that appropriators are likely to include an extension in a stopgap spending measure for the federal government that will likely be voted on later this week.

Senator Boxer Begins Three Days of Hearings on Climate Change Bill
The Chair of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA), held today the first of three hearings planned for this week on climate change legislation.  The bill, unveiled by Senator Boxer last month, in concert with Senator John Kerry (D-MA), would both cap the emissions of carbon dioxide and other gases that contribute to global warming and permit polluters to buy and sell government issued emission allowances. Our agency has consistently urged Senator Boxer and her colleagues to include language similar to H.R. 1329, “The Clean Low-Emissions Affordable New Transportation Equity Act" (CLEAN TEA) in any climate change legislation adopted by Congress. In May of this year, our Board unanimously adopted a support position for CLEAN-TEA. Under CLEAN TEA, ten percent of the revenue from a climate change bill would be used to create a more efficient transportation system and lower greenhouse gas emissions through strategies including funding new or expanded transit or passenger rail; supporting development around transit stops; and making neighborhoods safer for bikes and pedestrians. For your review, please find attached the opening remarks delivered at today’s hearing by Chairwoman Boxer and Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood. 

	http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h111-1329
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/BoxerStatement102709.pdf
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/LaHoodtestimony102709.pdf
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