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	LA City Council IT&GA Committee Approve Supporting our Pursuit of Federal Funding Agreements for the Regional Connector and Westside Subway Extension
 

Yesterday, the Los Angeles City Council Information Technology & Governmental Affairs (IT&GA) Committee approved a Chief Legislative Analyst (CLA) recommendation to adopt Councilmembers Bill Rosendahl and Ed Reyes Resolution supporting our pursuit of long-term federal funding agreements for the Regional Connector and the Westside Purple Line Subway Extension through the Federal Transit Administration's New Starts Program. The CLA's recommendation is limited to support for pursuing federal funds and does not take a position on build and/or design options for either project. Councilwoman Jan Perry indicated that, while she supports seeking federal funding for the Regional Connector, she currently does not support the proposed alternative impacting the Little Tokyo community at 1st and Alameda Streets due to concerns expressed by the Little Tokyo community. Therefore, she expects that we will revise the alternative to gain community consensus before she provides her support. Councilwoman Perry recognizes that we are working with the community to build this consensus. Staff has been meeting with the Little Tokyo community and has heard the community's concerns.  We are working to develop alternatives that are more consistent with the community's preferences. The full City Council is tentatively scheduled to hear this item on Tuesday, November 17th 2009.
Harbor Subdivision Transit Corridor Community Forum in San Pedro

On Tuesday, November 3, 2009 and at the invitation of Los Angeles City Councilwoman Janice Hahn, Planning and Regional Communications staff presented the results of the Harbor Subdivision Transit Corridor Alternatives Analysis (AA) Study at a community forum hosted by the Councilwoman in San Pedro. Approximately 70 members of the Harbor communities of San Pedro and Wilmington attended the meeting, including representatives from the Harbor Area Neighborhood Councils, the San Pedro Chamber of Commerce and the Sierra Club.

The Councilwoman welcomed attendees and expressed the need to bring improved transit service and connectivity to the Harbor area and its planned waterfront projects. Meeting attendees voiced support for local light rail and regional commuter rail service, highlighting the need to connect the Harbor to the South Bay, LAX and downtown Los Angeles. Also noted was the opportunity to provide travelers with a rail connection between LAX and the San Pedro cruise terminal. Others expressed the desirability for a more direct rail link between the harbor and downtown Los Angeles.
The AA Study examined various modes and alternatives for transit service along the Harbor Subdivision, a 26-mile freight rail corridor that we purchased from the former ATSF Railroad in the 1990s. The goal of the project is to improve mobility and enhance transit accessibility in southwestern Los Angeles County. The results of the AA study, along with feedback gathered at community meetings, will be presented to the Planning and Programming Committee on November 18, 2009 and the full Board on December 10, 2009.

Prop A and Prop C Refunding Savings

Over the last several weeks we issued two series of refunding bonds to take advantage of lower interest rates and provide permanent financing for a portion of our commercial paper. 
In late September, we sold $119 million of Prop C 2009-E Refunding Bonds to refund Prop C 1999-A bonds for economic savings and to permanently finance $44 million of commercial paper. We will save nearly $400,000 in FY10 and approximately $600,000 a year in Prop C debt service through 2026.

In October, we issued $320.9 million of Prop A 2009-A Refunding Bonds to refund bonds originally issued in 1999 and to permanently finance $32 million of commercial paper.  We will save nearly $600,000 in FY10 and over $800,000 a year through 2026 in Prop A debt service.
Expo Construction Notice
This is the latest construction notice regarding the temporary lane relocation of westbound National Boulevard in the West End corridor of the Expo Light Rail Line from Monday, November 9, 2009 through Wednesday, November 11, 2009.
 
What: 
Construction crews will temporarily relocate westbound National Boulevard traffic into one of the eastbound traffic lanes, while keeping one travel lane open in each direction.
 
When:
Monday, November 9, 2009 through Wednesday, November 11, 2009
Work Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
 
Where:
Activity will be located in the median on National Boulevard from Wesley Avenue to Washington Boulevard.
 
Traffic Impacts:
· National Boulevard will remain open for through traffic for the duration of this construction activity. There will be one eastbound lane and one westbound lane.
· Westbound traffic will not be allowed to turn left at Washington Boulevard.
· Flagmen and/or directional signage will be used to safely direct drivers in order to minimize disruption to traffic.
· Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times.
 
Safety Advisory:
Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs. Construction work hours and noise monitoring will be strictly enforced at all times. 


	

	Metro.net Home | Press Room | Projects & Programs | Meeting Agendas | Riding Metro | Metro Library
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority

1 Gateway Plaza

Los Angeles, California 90012-2952

Phone: 213-922-6888

Fax: 213-922-7447


