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	Climate Change Bill with Funds for Clean Transportation Passes Legislative Hurdle in U.S. Senate

Today, the U.S. Senate’s Environment and Public Works Committee, chaired by Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA), adopted climate change legislation (S. 1733). The bill was adopted on an 11 to 1 vote, with all Republicans on the committee boycotting the markup. The lone Democrat to vote against the measure was Senator Max Baucus (D-MT), who chairs the Senate Finance Committee. As currently written, the bill would provide an average of 2.4% of emission allowances for clean transportation programs. Budget experts estimate that 1% of the bill’s emission allowances are valued at $1 billion annually. The bill would split the value of clean transportation emission allowances between a discretionary grant program and a transit formula program. The Senate climate change legislation will now move to the Senate floor for consideration at a date to be determined.

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=s111-1733

State Legislative Analyst’s Representatives Visit Metro
Yesterday, two Transportation Fiscal & Policy analysts Eric Thronson and Jessica Digiambattista from the State Legislative Analyst Office (LAO) were briefed by staff in regards to our Long Range Transportation Plan, Measure R and other transportation projects and programs. We also discussed the loss of state funds and the impact this has had on our projects and operations funds. The LAO staff also had an opportunity to ride our rail and bus system and they hope to return to learn more about Metro and our extensive public transportation system.
MGLEE Update on Crossing Guards and Bilingual Signage 

Staff has provided me the following status on the progress of the implementation of crossing guards at Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension (MGLEE) school sites and the placement of Spanish language signage on Metro’s Right of Way (ROW). 

Over 200 Spanish language signs enforcing critical safety messages are now in production and installation of these signs is expected to commence on Metro’s ROW Thursday, November 12, 2009. We have reviewed the content and placement of the signage with both the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works and the LA Department of Transportation.

Arrangements for school site crossing guards should be completed in order to commence crossing guard service Monday morning, November 16, 2009 at five school sites adjacent to the MGLEE alignment.  
Metro Blue Station Closures and Service Delays – Weekend of November 20 - 22 

Beginning Friday, November 20, 2009 at 9:00 p.m. and continuing through close of business Sunday, November 22, 2009 (Monday morning at 3:00 a.m.), Metro Blue Line trains will not operate north of the Washington Station to allow for track work to accommodate Expo Line operations over existing tracks. The work will occur on both Flower Street and Washington Boulevard. This is the first of eight planned weekend closures over the next four months.

The following stations will not have train service: San Pedro, Grand, Pico and 7th Street/Metro Center (for Blue Line only; Metro Red and Purple Lines will continue to run regular schedules).
Blue Line service between Long Beach Transit Mall and Washington Station will run similar to regular schedules. Between Washington Station and 7th Street/Metro Center, articulated buses will be used to transport passengers. It is expected that passengers will experience significant travel delays of up to 40 minutes.
EXPO Construction Notice #1
This is the latest construction notice regarding the temporary closure of Arlington Avenue scheduled for next week, Monday, November 9, 2009 through Friday, November 13, 2009 due to construction on the Expo Light Rail alignment.
 
What: 
Temporary Closure of Arlington Avenue
 
When:
 Monday, November 9, 2009 through Friday, November 13, 2009
Daytime Work hours: 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
 
Where:
Arlington Avenue at the Exposition Boulevard intersection, along the Exposition right-of-way
 
Traffic Impacts:
· NO pedestrian access or vehicular traffic will be allowed to cross the right-of-way by using Arlington Avenue during this construction activity.
· Northbound traffic will be detoured at Rodeo Road and southbound traffic will be detoured at Jefferson Boulevard per the electronic message boards on site at each intersection.
· Flagmen and directional signage will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.
· Local access will be maintained for all residents.
 
Advisories: Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs.
EXPO Construction Notice #2
This is the latest construction notice regarding the temporary closure of La Brea Avenue scheduled for next Monday and Tuesday evening, November 9 & 10, 2009 due to construction on the Expo Light Rail alignment.
What:   Temporary Closure of La Brea Avenue
 
When: 
Monday, November 9, 2009 through Tuesday, November 10, 2009

Nighttime work hours: 9:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.
(Construction schedules are subject to change for various reasons, including, but not limited to: weather conditions, unforeseen emergencies and other acts of nature.)
 
Where: 
Construction crews will be working on La Brea Avenue, from Exposition Boulevard to approximately 100 feet south of the intersection with Jefferson Boulevard.
 
Traffic Impacts:
· During the nighttime closures, northbound traffic on La Brea Avenue will be detoured east at Rodeo Road. Southbound traffic on La Brea Avenue will be detoured west at Jefferson Boulevard.
· Directional signage, electronic message boards and flaggers will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.
· Local access will be maintained for all residents.
 
Safety Advisory: Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs. Construction work hours and noise monitoring will be strictly enforced at all times. 
EXPO Construction Notice #3
This is the latest construction notice regarding the intermittent interruption of northbound and southbound traffic on Crenshaw Boulevard for rail movement across the Exposition right-of-way scheduled for next week due to construction on the Expo Light Rail alignment.
What: 

Intermittent interruption of northbound and southbound traffic on Crenshaw Boulevard.
 
When: 

Monday, November 9, 2009 through Friday, November 13, 2009
(No work on Wednesday, November 11, 2009 due to the holiday)
Weeknight hours: 7:00 p.m. through 10:00 p.m.
 
Where: 

Crenshaw Boulevard traffic will experience intermittent interruptions at the intersection with the Exposition Right-of-Way.
 
Traffic Impacts:
· During this construction activity, all northbound and southbound vehicular and pedestrian traffic will be interrupted for approximately five minutes at 20-30 minute intervals on Crenshaw Boulevard at the Exposition Right-of-Way.
· Traffic will not be forced to detour onto side streets during this construction activity.
· Flaggers will be used to direct traffic in order to minimize disruption to pedestrians and commuters during this period.
· Noise mitigation will include: monitoring all activities to make sure the work being performed is within the necessary compliance levels, disabling backup alarms, care in handling of materials and using workers to guide construction equipment safely through construction areas and public streets. 
 
Advisories: Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs.
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