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	Wishing You All A Safe & Happy Thanksgiving

I hope that you will be surrounded by your family and friends during this year’s Thanksgiving celebration and I wish you and your loved ones all the good things this day can bring. Happy Thanksgiving!!

Upcoming Legislative Hearings

Next week, we will be hosting three legislative hearings in our building. First, on Monday November 30, 2009, the Assembly Select Committee on Rail Transportation will discuss Rail Transportation and Safety in Los Angeles. On Tuesday, December 1, 2009, the Senate Transportation and Housing Committee will continue its hearing on High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes and will discuss the next generation of HOV lanes, including a discussion on Metro and Caltrans’ Express Lanes project. Lastly, on Friday December 4, 2009, the Assembly Transportation Committee will hold a hearing on transit funding.  

High Speed Rail

In response to a request from Jeremy Marcus, Senior Legislative Assistant in Washington D.C. for Congresswoman Laura Richardson (D-CA), Metro and Metrolink staff today accompanied Mr. Marcus on a Metrolink train ride from Los Angeles Union Station to the Anaheim Station and back. The round trip was arranged on regularly scheduled service. The purpose of Mr. Marcus’ request was to become familiar with the LA – Anaheim high speed train segment and to understand better the potential community impacts related to this alignment. Although the alignment does not go through the Congresswoman’s district, Mr. Marcus did indicate that she is very interested in the concerns of the cities along the corridor and supportive of the jobs that will come with high speed trains in California. Congresswoman Richardson is a member of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee.

Expo Construction Notice #1
This is one of the latest Expo construction notice regarding the temporary lane closures on Western Avenue at Exposition Boulevard for waterline relocation work scheduled for November 30, 2009 through December 20, 2009.
What: 

Temporary Lane Closures for Waterline Relocation
When: 

November 30, 2009 through December 20, 2009
Nighttime work hours: 9:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.
Monday through Friday
 
Where:   

Temporary lane closures on Western Avenue at Exposition Boulevard.
 
Traffic Impacts:
· Eastbound Exposition Boulevard will be closed at Western Avenue. Traffic will be forced to turn onto northbound Western Avenue and follow detour signs.
· Southbound Western Avenue will be closed at Exposition Boulevard. Traffic will be forced to turn onto westbound Exposition Boulevard and follow detour signs.
· Northbound Western Avenue will be closed at Exposition Boulevard. Traffic will be forced to turn onto eastbound Exposition Boulevard and follow detour signs.
· No left turns from westbound Exposition Boulevard onto southbound Western Avenue will be allowed; and the south crosswalk will be closed during this construction activity.
· Flagmen and directional signage will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.
 
Advisories: 

Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs.      


	Expo Construction Notice #2

This Expo construction notice is regarding the installation of CIDH (Cast-In-Drilled-Holes) pilings along the Expo Right-of-Way (ROW) near Ballona Creek scheduled for Monday, November 30, 2009 through Friday, December 4, 2009.
What: 
Installation of CIDH piles at Ballona Creek
When: 
Monday, November 30, 2009 through Friday, December 4, 2009
Work Hours: Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
(If necessary, these work hours may be extended to 10:00 p.m. However, every attempt will be made to complete this work safely and without delay.)
Where: 
Exposition ROW at Ballona Creek, between Jefferson and National Boulevards.
 
Traffic Impacts:
· There may be traffic impacts, such as traffic delays as a result of these construction activities. 
· Flagmen and/or directional signage will be used to safely direct drivers in order to minimize disruption to traffic.
 
Noise Impacts:
· Construction activities are expected to be completed by 8:00 p.m.; however, due the nature of the activities, work may extend to 10:00 p.m. If work extends past 8:00 p.m., noise monitoring procedures will be followed and enforced.
· Mitigation measures, such as monitoring noise levels to insure the work performed is within the necessary compliance levels and installing sound blankets if required to buffer any noise that may impact the surrounding community, will be implemented.
 
Advisories: 

Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs. 
Procurement Postings for Next Week

IFB for El Monte Busway and Transit Center Design/Build Services

Procurement will release an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week for El Monte Busway and Transit Center Design/Build Services. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from November 30, 2009, through March 30, 2010.

The El Monte Transit Center and its integration with the Transit Village Project is a key component of the $210 million Congestion Reduction Demonstration Program. This is a turnkey project which requires the designer/builder to complete all design and construction work as a whole.  

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Mike Holguin, Senior Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-7365.
IFB for El Monte Station Temporary Terminal Construction Services 

Procurement will release an IFB next week for El Monte Station Temporary Terminal Construction Services. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from December 2, 2009, through January 20, 2010.

 

The temporary terminal will be constructed on an existing patron parking lot at the southwest corner of the intersection of Santa Anita Avenue and Ramona Boulevard in El Monte. The purpose of this project is to provide a temporary terminal for bus operations during the course of construction of the new El Monte Station project. 

 

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Leonardo Lopez, Senior Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-3675. 
IFB for Design/Build/Operation/Maintenance Services for CNG Fueling Facilities at Divisions 10 and 18

Procurement will release an Invitation for Bids next week for Design/Build/Operation/Maintenance Services for the Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) fueling facilities at Division 10 and 18. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from December 1, 2009, to April 1, 2010.

The project consists of final design and construction to upgrade and replace the CNG fueling facilities at Division 10 and 18, and perform the necessary services to operate and maintain the new facilities and equipment. The work is necessary to meet environmental standards and to improve CNG fueling performance at the Divisions.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Wayne Okubo, Senior Contract Administrator, at (213)922-7466.

Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events

Next week, I will be meeting with Assembly Speaker Karen Bass. I will also be leading the All Hands Meeting here at Metro and attending the Los Angeles Chamber Holiday VIP Reception. I will also be participating in a Joint Meeting with the Southern California Association of Governments, Southern California Leadership Council and the Greater Land Use Economic Council on the Implementation of SB375. I will also be attending the Expo Monthly Board Meeting and attending a CEO’s meeting with California Transportation Commission Executive Director, Bimla Reinhart and meeting with Chair Najarian and Directors Fasana, Antonovich, Villaraigosa, O’Connor, Molina and Ridley-Thomas. 
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