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	 Proposed Second Federal Stimulus Bill 

On December 16, 2009, the House passed a second fiscal stimulus bill, H.R. 2847. The Senate will begin consideration of their version of a stimulus bill later this month and will likely introduce its own proposal. If the newly legislated funding is similar to the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 that was enacted last February, projects eligible for the stimulus funding would need to be ready for award and meet Board approvals. 

We received a request from Caltrans to submit a list of projects to them by January 15, 2010 which could be awarded within 120 days. Staff compiled a draft list of projects (Attachment) including a few from local jurisdictions. However, due to the limited time to submit the project list, few cities were able to compile project lists prior to the submittal deadline. Staff is currently working with the Local Municipal Operators and Cities to receive additional project requests from them as well. Once the guidelines for the proposed second federal stimulus bill have been finalized and the list of projects has been developed, staff will submit them for Board approval. 

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h110-2847
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/100122_Project_List_90_120_Days.pdf
Media Alert - LA Times Story Regarding Deficit In Operating Funds

The Los Angeles Times is expected to run a story this weekend looking at a projected $251.3 million deficit in operating funds for FY 2011 that was presented in a board report (Item #20) to the Budget and Finance committee this week. I spoke to the reporter today and reminded the reporter that these are very preliminary numbers and could change and that this is a regionwide deficit in operating funding, not just an agency deficit. As to what has caused this deficit, the reporter was told that there are a number of reasons, including the economic downturn, loss in ridership and farebox revenues, drastic cuts in state funding and the fact that local sales tax revenue is off by as much as 20%. To deal with the deficit, the reporter was told that the Board will have to make some difficult decisions in the months ahead to try and get a handle on the problem and that staff will begin the process of identifying areas where savings can occur throughout the agency. Staff will be taking a look at a wide variety of options that can be done to offset the deficit, including looking at the level of service provided, administrative cuts, fare restructuring, improved bus and rail interface, duplication of transit services presently being provided and other elements to combat the problem. The reporter was told that we are going to scrub down the organization and present the Board with options to deal with the situation. I also stressed that I am optimistic that we can deal with this deficit and advance our capital agenda while at the same time provide quality service for our customers by doing it more efficiently. 

Media Alert - Metro Gold Line Service Resumes

Media Relations has updated numerous media outlets today on the status of this morning’s Metro Gold Line service disruption. The latest update is the following:

As of 12:45 p.m., Metro Rail Operations resumed service on the Metro Gold Line following an early morning service disruption caused by a fallen tree at the Arroyo Verde crossing in South Pasadena. All trains are now running from Atlantic in East Los Angeles to Sierra Madre Villa in Pasadena. However, single tracking is in effect between Southwest Museum and Mission Stations. Bus bridges that were earlier established to shuttle passengers between stations have now been cancelled. Trains are running every 20 minutes and will continue to do so until close of service tonight. To accommodate afternoon peak-hour passenger loads, we will run three-car train sets. Service beginning Saturday morning will continue with trains running every 20 minutes until repairs are completed and properly tested. At that time, trains will resume their regular schedules. 

Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2 
The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) will be publishing their Notice of Intent (NOI) regarding the Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2 in the Federal Register on January 25, 2010. The NOI is a notification to the public that we are now preparing the Draft Environmental documents and analysis for the project. We have been conducting extensive outreach throughout the project's development and staff will be conducting public scoping meetings to obtain input at the following locations and dates:

 

February 22, 2010 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the City of Pico Rivera at the Pio Pico Women's Center at 9214 Mines Avenue.

February 24, 2010 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the City of South El Monte at the South El Monte Senior Center Dining Room at 1556 Central Avenue.

February 25, 2010 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the City of Montebello at the Montebello Senior Center at City Park--South Wing at 115 S. Taylor Avenue.

February 27, 2010 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in the City of Whittier at the Salvation Army Santa Fe Springs-Studio, 12000 E. Washington Boulevard. 

I-405 Sepulveda Pass Freeway Closures Postponed

 

The full freeway closures scheduled for this weekend have been cancelled due to continued rain and wet surface conditions. The Contractor will likely proceed with work on the evening of Monday, January 25, 2010 from the I-10 Freeway to Santa Monica Boulevard. All project updates will continue to be available online at www.metro.net/I-405.  

Outreach on Upcoming Public Hearings

 

Earlier today, Metro Operations sent out information about upcoming public hearings on proposed service changes to many of our key partners. The message from Interim Chief Operations Officer Lonnie Mitchell was sent throughout the County to offices of Federal and State officials, Los Angeles City Council, Mayors, City Managers and the Councils of Governments. This type of communication about service changes has become part of our normal efforts to keep these important stakeholders informed as we consider changes to our service and when service changes are about to be implemented.

Procurement Postings for Next Week

IFB for Design/Build Construction Services for ATMS Computer Room
We will release an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week to procure design and build construction services for modifications to the ATMS computer room. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from January 27, 2010 to June 14, 2010.
The work consists of providing modifications to the existing Advanced Transportation Management System computer room located on the 6th floor of the Gateway building. Work includes designing, engineering, and constructing improvements to the computer room cooling systems, ventilation systems, fire protection system and electrical power systems. These upgrades are necessary to replace the Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning system units and add needed redundancy, as well as augment the Inergen fire suppression system and electrical distribution systems. 

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Wayne Okubo, Senior Contract Administrator, at (213)922-7466.

Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events

Next week, I will be meeting with Directors Yaroslavsky, Ridley-Thomas, Knabe and Antonovich and I will also be speaking at the Southern California National Freight Gateway Collaboration. I will also be attending a reception to honor Congressman Blumenauer for all of his accomplishments and speaking at the Pasadena Rotary Club meeting. In addition, I will also be joining Director Katz at the “Meet the Primes” event here at MTA headquarters and I will be attending the 22nd Annual City Managers Conference. I will also be attending the W Hotel Grand Opening event in Hollywood and taking part in a Division 1 celebration to congratulate retired operators and celebrate top on-time performance operators. And finally, I will be participating in an Industry Peer Review relating to MTA’s procurement policies and processes.
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