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	State Budget Update
Assembly Speaker Karen Bass and Senate pro Tem Darrell Steinberg have come to a general agreement on a framework for a budget deal. Many of the details still need to be worked out and some components are moving targets. The Senate intends to release the details of the deal on Tuesday for their Senate budget committee meeting. There could be a vote on the budget as early as Tuesday. 

Here is a brief summary of the budget deal:

1)
Eliminates sales tax on gasoline. 
2)
Keeps sales tax on diesel – the Assembly is proposing a 75%-25% split in favor 
of State Transit Assistance (STA). The other portion would go to Intercity 
rail/Caltrans. This is about $313 million annually. This would provide 
approximately $70 million for Los Angeles County.
3)
Replaces sales tax on gas with an excise 18-cent “tax” – this part of the deal is 
new. Highway advocates pushed hard to get the proposed excise “fee” changed 
to an excise “tax”. Highway advocates were very concerned that an excise fee 
would be subject to referendum. The funding would be allocated in the following 
manner: off the top for debt service, then 30% - State Highway Operations and 
Protection Program (SHOPP), 30% - State Transportation Improvement Program 
(STIP), 40% - Local Streets and Roads. A key detail of this proposal is that 5-
cents of the excise tax would not be imposed until 2011-2012. The Democrats 
are proposing to hold off on the 5-cents so that they can offset certain corporate 
tax breaks. In addition, they argue that this would provide a break for consumers 
at the pump from July, 2010 to July, 2011. The tax would be indexed to keep up 
with what the sales tax would have provided.
4)
Regional fee – the regional fee would provide local Metropolitan Planning 
Agencies (MPO) with the authority to impose a fee related to SB 375. The fee 
would not have to go to the voters. The fee would not be capped and it would 
sunset in 30 years. This part of the deal still lacks support from the regions and 
the administration. Legislative staff sees this part of the proposal as a weak link 
in the budget because it could be subject to referendum and other challenges.
5)
$400 m from Public Transportation Account (PTA) balance – the legislature is 
proposing to give transit one-time funding of $400 million directly to the STA.  

             This represents approximately $120 million for Los Angeles County.

Although the Legislature is trying to make transit comfortable with the proposal by providing additional STA funds from the PTA balance, these funds are one time only money. In addition, there is no guarantee that the Governor will not zero out this item with his line-item veto.  We also would like to see contingency language that would restore the sales tax if the excise tax is invalidated for failing to receive 2/3 vote in the Legislature. The legislative staff has been resistant to include this type of language. This proposal provides immediate funding for transit in place of long term funding. The proposal does not go far enough to address our concerns for the dismantling of traditional transit funding. We will keep you posted on any further details as they become available.
Metro Blue Line Slauson Station Elevator will be out of Service for Repairs for Six Weeks Starting February 22

 

Media Relations issued a press release this morning regarding the elevator in the Metro Blue Line Slauson Station that will be out of service due to extensive repair work for approximately six weeks beginning on Monday, February 22, 2010. The Slauson station is elevated and has only one elevator and no escalators to access the platform. The projected completion date for the project is April 5, 2010. When finished, the elevator will have new stainless steel doors and floor and a new piston to stop oil leaks. The sill will be realigned and this will make the doors operate better. Wheelchair patrons traveling between Slauson Station and Vernon Station or Slauson Station and Florence Station will need to contact the Access Services Operations Monitoring Center (OMC) at 

1-800-827-0829 and press option 2, so that a vehicle can be dispatched to transport them between Slauson and Vernon stations and Slauson and Florence Stations. 
Excessive corrosion has caused the floor to swell under the sills and deteriorated many other components mandating these repairs. We will post signs in English and Spanish and will make announcements on the public announcement system and video screens along all Metro Blue Line stations to notify patrons that the elevator is out of service. Metro patrons are advised to allow extra time for their trips if their stop is Slauson station. 
For more information on Metro bus or rail routes or schedules, visit the Metro Trip Planner on Metro’s web page at www.metro.net
http://www.metro.net/news/Simple_PR/metro-blue-line-slauson-station-elevator-will-be-o/
Construction Notice(s)

I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project Construction Update

As part of the pre-construction activities for the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project, the contractor will isolate the work zone from freeway traffic by placing concrete barriers (k-rail) in selected areas on the right hand shoulder of the I-405 freeway from the Santa Monica Freeway (1-10) to the Ventura Freeway (US 101) starting Tuesday, February 16, 2010 for approximately four weeks, weather permitting. Lane and ramp closures will be from 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. on weeknights only, with the freeway open to thru traffic. K-rail placement will be conducted in segments, with the first segment scheduled from the 1-10 connector to Santa Monica Boulevard February 16 & 17, 2010. All other ramp closures will be available on our website www.metro.net/405 when they are confirmed.  

Expo Construction Notice – 28th Street and Flower Street

This Expo construction notice includes revised dates regarding the temporary intersection closure of 28th Street and Flower Street. The dates on the notice have been corrected. The work is scheduled for this weekend, Friday, February 12, 2010 through Monday, February 15, 2010 with continuous weekend work hours: 9:00 p.m. Friday to 6:00 a.m. Monday
   

Traffic Impacts:    

· NO vehicular traffic will be allowed to cross the right-of-way by use of 28th Street.
· Eastbound traffic on 28th Street will be detoured at Figueroa Street and directed 
to follow all appropriate detour signs.

· Westbound traffic on 28th Street will be detoured at Grand Avenue and directed to 
follow all appropriate detour signs.

· Flower Street traffic will be maintained, however, southbound Flower Street traffic 
will not be allowed to turn left onto 28th Street.

· All pedestrian access will be prohibited to cross the right-of-way on the 
eastside of Flower Street. Pedestrians will be directed to cross 28th Street on the 
west side of Flower Street. 
Expo Construction Notice – Vermont Avenue and Exposition Boulevard

This  construction notice is regarding the temporary intersection closure of Vermont

Avenue and Exposition Boulevard for Friday, February 12, 2010 through Monday, 
February 15, 2010 with continuous weekend work hours: 9:00 a.m. Friday to 
6:00 a.m. Monday.
              

Traffic Impacts:    
· NO vehicular or pedestrian traffic will be allowed to cross the right-of-way by use of Vermont Avenue during this construction activity. 

· Northbound traffic on Vermont Avenue will be detoured at Martin Luther King Jr Boulevard and directed to follow all appropriate detour signs. 
· Southbound traffic on Vermont Avenue will be detoured at Jefferson Boulevard and directed to follow all appropriate detour signs.

· Eastbound and Westbound traffic on Exposition Boulevard will be maintained. 

· All left turns from Exposition Boulevard onto Vermont Avenue will be prohibited.

· All pedestrian access will be prohibited from crossing the right-of-way at Vermont Avenue and will be directed to follow appropriate detour signage.

· Flagmen and directional signage will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.
Expo Construction Notice- Grand Avenue and Maple Avenue
This construction notice is regarding upcoming work at Grand Avenue and Maple Avenue along Washington Boulevard.  The work is scheduled for this weekend, Friday, February 12, 2010 at 9:00 p.m. through Monday, February 15, 2010 at 6:00 a.m.
Traffic Impacts:

· Temporary lane takes and detours will be implemented throughout this construction activity.

· Access for all businesses and/or residents will be maintained during this construction activity.
· Directional signage, electronic message boards and flagmen will be used to safely direct drivers and pedestrians around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.
Advisories:

Metro Blue Line Commuters, local businesses and the driving public will be notified through supplementary written notifications, website updates, press releases and notices on buses and trains as the work progresses.

Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events

Next week, I will be attending a Special Mobility 21 meeting and a Governance Council Meet & Confer Meeting. I will also be taking part in a General Managers Briefing on the budget and attending a Senator Feinstein Luncheon. I will also be attending the Boyle Heights Heritage Joint Initiative Presents Symposium Reception and attending the Surface Transportation Reauthorization Outreach Meeting with Secretary LaHood and Senator Boxer here in our Board Room. And finally, I will be taking part in the Industry Peer Review Meeting on our procurement policies and procedures.
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