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	Effort to Secure Extension of Surface Transportation Program Fails in Congress

Congressional efforts to secure an extension of legislation authorizing America’s surface transportation programs failed this week, which will lead to the inability of the Highway Trust Fund to disburse federal funds starting next Monday. According to transportation experts, the failure to extend the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) this week means that a majority Federal Transit Administration (FTA) programs, Federal Highway Administration programs and other programs funded by the Federal Highway Trust Fund will lapse beginning next Monday. It is widely expected that Congress will act next week to adopt legislation to extend SAFETEA-LU through December 31, 2010.  
Dodgers Offer Extensive Support for Stadium Service 

The Los Angeles Dodgers are working closely with us to ensure a high awareness level for our upcoming transit service to all home games. To supplement our own outreach to riders throughout the system, the Dodgers have agreed in principal to promote the service to fans during each game, including announcements in the Stadium and on their radio and television broadcasts. With this active support, we expect many fans to discover they can leave their cars at home and take public transportation to the Stadium.

My thanks goes to Director Antonovich, who was instrumental in helping us obtain funding approval for the $300,000 grant for this service from the Mobile Source Air Pollution Reduction Review Committee (MSRC). It will be presented for final ratification by the South Coast Air Quality Management District on March 5, 2010.

Construction Notices(s)
Temporary Lane Closures at Crenshaw & Exposition Boulevards - Mid-Corridor

This Expo construction notice is regarding temporary lane closures at the intersection of Crenshaw Boulevard and Exposition Boulevard for waterline tie-in work scheduled for Friday, February 26, 2010 through Wednesday, March 3, 2010 (there is no weekend work). Nighttime Work Hours: 9:00 p.m. to 5:30 a.m. (NO weekend work)
 
 Traffic Impacts:
· Southbound Crenshaw Boulevard will be narrowed to one lane; turns onto eastbound Exposition Boulevard and Exposition Place will be prohibited. Turns onto westbound Exposition Boulevard will be allowed but turns onto Exposition Place will be prohibited.
· Northbound Crenshaw Boulevard will remain open to through traffic at all times; eastbound turns onto Exposition Boulevard will be allowed, however, westbound turns onto Exposition Boulevard will be prohibited.
· Eastbound and Westbound Exposition Boulevard will be narrowed to one lane in each direction. Left turns from Exposition Boulevard (in either direction) onto Crenshaw Boulevard will be prohibited.
· Flagmen and directional signage will be used to safely direct drivers through the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic. 
 
Advisories: Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone. Obey all posted construction signs.   
Blue Line Tie-in Nighttime Construction Activities

This construction notice is regarding nighttime construction activities for grade crossing upgrades and improvements to the Metro Blue Line in preparation for connecting the existing Line to the Expo Light Rail Line.
 
Where/When: Construction activities will take place on the Metro Blue Line right-of-way along Washington Boulevard, at the intersections with.
Olive Street - February 26, 2010 at 9:00 p.m. through February 27, 2010 at 11:00 p.m.
Main Street - February 26, 2010 at 9:00 p.m. through March 1, 2010 at 5:00 a.m.
San Pedro Street - February 26, 2010 at 9:00 p.m. through March 1, 2010 at 5:00 a.m.
Hill Street - February 28, 2010 at 12:00 a.m. through March 1, 2010 at 4:00 a.m.
 
Traffic Impacts:    
· Temporary lane takes and detours will be implemented throughout this construction activity.
· Access for all businesses and/or residents will be maintained during this construction activity.
· Directional signage, electronic message boards and flagmen will be used to safely direct drivers and pedestrians around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.
 
Advisories:   
· Metro Blue Line Commuters, local businesses and the driving public will be notified through supplementary written notifications, website updates, press releases and notices on buses and trains as the work progresses.
· Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs.
Procurement Postings for Next Week
Landscape and Irrigation Maintenance Services

Procurement will release an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week to procure landscape and irrigation system maintenance services for Metro Blue, Green, Red and Gold line facilities, plus bus Divisions and layover lots. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from March 2, 2010 to June 7, 2010.

The Work specified in this Contract consists of providing regular maintenance services required to maintain the landscaping on our properties identified in the Statement of Work. All plants, shrubs, lawns and ground cover must be maintained to a healthy standard, and the accompanying sprinkler and irrigation systems to operate efficiently, and in compliance with local water management ordinances. Landscape maintenance is necessary to enhance the appearance of our properties for the benefit of the riding public.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Wayne Okubo, Sr. Contract Administrator at (213) 922-7466.
CEO Upcoming Meetings & Events
Next week, I will be meeting with Supervisor Knabe and participating in a Santa Clarita Valley Tour of its transportation infrastructure. I will also be attending the Americas Business Forum. I will also be attending the Expo Board meeting and going to the California Foundation on the Environment and the Economy Conference being held in Napa. 
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