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	Potential State Budget Vote

The Senate and Assembly are gearing up to vote on the “tax swap” tomorrow. The original budget bill, ABX8 6, will be split up into two bills. There will be one bill on the gas tax swap that is being packaged as a tax levy to protect against potential referendum. The second bill will include the $400 million, one-time State Transit Assistance program appropriation and the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP)/State Highway Operation and Protection Program (SHOPP)/Local Streets and Roads (LSR) funding. The allocation of the funding has shifted. After debt service is taken off the top, the new allocation is 44% STIP (up from 40%), 12% SHOPP (down from 30%), 44% LSR (up from 40%).  We have been told that the regional fee will not be part of the budget package. The regional fee may be considered in regular session. 

At this point, elements of the budget deal are still being negotiated and fluid. We will keep you posted on any new developments.

Media Alert - Metro Blue Line vs. Pedestrian Accident

This morning, a southbound Metro Blue Line train was in an accident involving a pedestrian at the 1st Street Station in Long Beach. Preliminary reports indicated that the individual (female) may have jumped in front of the train as it was approaching the station. Long Beach Fire Department responded and transported the individual to a nearby hospital with head injuries. The cause of the accident is under investigation. No other injuries reported. Long Beach Transit is provided bus service from 1st Street to 5th
Street and Transit Mall Stations. Southbound Blue Line trains are turning back at 5th Street and reversed running from Willow to the Transit Mall Station. Media Relations received media calls (Ch. 2/9 & 11) from several television stations regarding the accident. 

New Westside Subway Extension Project Community Meeting March 17

Media Relations has issued a news release announcing that the agency will be conducting a community meeting to discuss an optional Crenshaw Station for the Westside Subway Extension Project now in draft environmental review. The meeting will seek public consensus on a possible station at Wilshire/Crenshaw for further study.  The March 17, 2010 meeting will be held between 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. at the Wilshire United Methodist Church, 4350 Wilshire Boulevard in Los Angeles.  

Press Release Link:  http://www.metro.net/news/Simple_PR/westside-subway-extension-crenshaw-meeting/
ExpressLanes Corridor Advisory Group Summit Meeting

Yesterday, we hosted a Summit Meeting of the Interstate (I) -10, the I-110 North and the I-110 South ExpressLanes Corridor Advisory Groups (CAGs). Approximately 40 participants representing government, business, community and non-profit organizations from the San Gabriel Valley, City of Los Angeles and South Bay attended. Our staff provided a synopsis of community input over the last six months and presented an overview of the schedule adjustment, draft low income assessment and draft administrative account fees. Caltrans District 7 officials went over the Draft Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Assessment (EIR/EA) and Public Hearing Schedule, and LA Department of Transportation staff provided an update on Express Park. 

The Caltrans public hearings for the Draft EIR/EA are scheduled as noted below, and will also be streamed live follows:

Interstate 110 (Harbor Freeway/Transitway) High Occupancy Toll (HOT) Lanes Project 
Tuesday, March 9, 2010
Andrew Norman Hall
Los Angeles Orthopedic Hospital Foundation
2400 S. Flower Street
Los Angeles, CA 90007
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
(There will be an informal open house from 5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.)

Interstate 10 (San Bernardino Freeway/Busway) HOT Lanes Project
Wednesday, March 10, 2010
Metro San Gabriel Valley Service Sector 
Council Chambers 
3449 Santa Anita Avenue, 3rd Floor
El Monte, CA 91731
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
(There will be an informal open house from 5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.)
For each hearing, there will also be a link on the ExpressLanes website (www.metro.net/expresslanes) to a live webcast and the hearings will be featured on Facebook and Twitter.  

Stadium Service to be called Dodgertown Express

A number of details are being confirmed regarding promotion of our MSRC-funded service to Dodger Stadium, to be called Metro’s “Dodgertown Express.”  The Dodgers will provide extensive in-stadium promotion of the line to their fans, including five to seven radio mentions per week during both English and Spanish broadcasts of the games all season, ads in both of their in-stadium publications distributed at each game, ads in the Los Angeles Times and La Opinion, video promotion on the centerfield scoreboard and on screens around the stadium at least once per game, inclusion on their website, inclusion in e-mails sent to individual ticket holders several days prior to each game, and possible on-air mentions during TV broadcasts of the games. 

We will be providing a full complement of on-board promotional materials and in-station announcements for riders, plus information on our website, on our telephone “on-hold” messages, and inside Union Station. Plans for an introductory press event will be finalized after ratification of the funding grant, which is expected this Friday.
Metro in the Community
Metro was represented at the annual general assembly of the South Bay Council of Governments in Carson last Friday, where we promoted several of our programs, including ExpressLanes, Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor and the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project. On Sunday, our staff and volunteers talked up our bus and rail service and the Wheel Chair Safety Strap Program during the festive Firecracker Run near the Metro Gold Line Chinatown Station. In the next few weeks we will continue to be in the neighborhoods at Test-Fest 2010, the large HIV-testing event in Ruben Salazar Park near the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension and also at career awareness fairs at Mira Costa High School in Manhattan Beach and Banning High School in Wilmington.
Expo E-News

The latest edition of the Expo E-News is here! As with each edition - there is a construction, jobs program and community outreach update as well as construction progress photos. Additionally, in this edition we highlight two businesses along the Expo Line: Lopez Flowers and Rick & Son Automotive of Los Angeles. Please click here to read the Expo E-News.”
http://www.buildexpo.org/images/030310%20E-News%20-%20Winter%202010%20FINAL.pdf
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