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	Letter Explaining Transition of Governance Councils
Tomorrow, a letter will be shared with the Valley Industry & Commerce Association regarding the organization changes within Operations and the continuing role of our Governance Councils. The letter stresses the importance of the Governance Councils, their success in bringing us closer to the people we serve and their role in facilitating customer interaction. I also explained how we are centralizing various functions within Operations to better support our core mission of delivering safe, clean, timely and reliable service.

The letter is further intended to assure this group and other stakeholders about our continued staffing and support for the Governance Councils. Community Relations managers from Communications will continue supporting the Councils they already serve. We have also identified five individuals within Operation to work with each Council. Each of these individuals is well versed in the service we operate in each Council area and is authorized to call on other departments, as needed, to respond to issues and concerns that arise from the Council meetings. I have already met with all of the Councils together on two occasions. I concluded the letter by noting my commitment to continue to meet with them quarterly.

Site Dedication and Memorial Wall Unveiling Ceremony Event

This morning, we conducted a very successful press conference to honor the human remains from the last century found during construction of a retaining wall for the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension in Boyle Heights. The well attended ceremony was a dedication for the burial site and unveiling of a memorial wall in the Evergreen Cemetery. Local, state and federal elected officials praised the hard work and consensus reached between our agency and the members of the community that participated in the lengthy but transparent process. The human remains, some dating back to the 1880’s, were located in what was then a potter’s field. We did exhaustive historical research to try to identify the remains – many of them Chinese immigrants –and locate modern day relatives with limited success. 

During the ceremony, members of the family of T.Z. Buzbee Charlie Yee Hay were present. Media coverage of the event included: Channels 2, 4, 5, 7, 9. 22/52, Los Angeles Times, Eastern Group Publications, Wave Newspapers, Rufo Shimpo, Sing Tao Newspaper, Chinese America Citizen Alliance, Downtown News, Associated Press and radio stations KPCC, KPFK and KABC. Stories will run today and tomorrow.

Exploratory Drilling Work to Test Soil Begins for Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor Project

Tomorrow, our contractors will begin conducting exploratory drilling as part of the environmental analysis currently underway for the Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor Project. This work will occur over the next five weeks at approximately 57 sites throughout the study area. Soil removed from the sites will be sent to a lab for analysis for assessment. Work at each site will occur during daytime hours and will take place over a period of one to three days, and has received all necessary permits.  An ongoing outreach effort is underway to ensure that those closest to the drilling locations are informed when the work is coming to their area.  

I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project Construction Update

As part of the pre-construction activities for the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project, the contractor will isolate the work zone from freeway traffic by placing concrete barriers (k-rail) in selected areas on the right-hand shoulder of the I-405 freeway from the Santa Monica Freeway (1-10) to the Ventura Freeway (US- 101). Night-time work for selected freeway lane and ramp closures on the northbound and southbound I-405 freeway will be conducted in segments and is anticipated to start tonight for approximately four weeks, weather permitting. Lane and ramp closures will be from 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m., with the freeway open to thru traffic. Detour signs will be posted where ramp closures occur. For additional construction updates, visit www.metro.net/I-405. 
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