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	Governor Signs Gas Tax Swap

Last night, the Governor signed the gas tax swap package, including ABx8 6 and ABx8 9, which the Legislature approved earlier this month. Specifically, the gas tax proposal eliminates the sales tax on gasoline and increases the excise tax by 17.3 cents. The funds generated by the excise tax will be allocated in the following manner: approximately $700 million off the top will pay for bond debt service on an annual basis, the remaining funds will be divided 12% to the State Highway Operations and Protection program (SHOPP), 44% State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP), 44% Local Streets and Roads. 

 In addition, the proposal retains the sales tax on diesel providing an annual allocation of $350 million split 75%/25% in favor of State Transit Assistance (STA) program. This represents approximately $80 million annually for Los Angeles County. These funds are not protected so they may be raided in future budget negotiations. The package also included a one-time appropriation of $400 million for the STA for the remainder of 2009-2010 and 2010-2011.This represents approximately $120 million for Los Angeles County.

We are still waiting the Governor’s signature on SB 70 that was passed by the Legislature as a technical fix to the gas tax swap to exempt off-road diesel users. Please the Governor’s signing message attached. 
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/100323_signing_mess_click.pdf
California High Speed Rail

Metro and OCTA CEOs join together to co-sign a letter to Chairman Pringle requesting the California High Speed Rail Authority to revisit the concept of shared use in the LOSSAN corridor and meet the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) timelines for first round funding.  The letter suggests that shared use might be feasible if the services in the corridor are rationalized.  Previous high speed train operational assumptions modeled Amtrak, Metrolink and high speed trains growth through 2035 using each agency’s growth projections without rationalizing the three levels of service against customer demand in the corridor.  We hope the Authority will discuss this request at its April meeting in San Jose. 
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/100323_CA_High_Speed_Rail.pdf
Braille Institute Partners with Metro in Educational Campaign to Help Visually Impaired Riders to Use Metro Services 
Today, we teamed up with Braille Institute in an event called “Getting Around Town with Metro”; the event is one of a series of themes for its Solutions in Sight public education campaign. Braille students and staff rode from the Vermont/Santa Monica Red Line Station to the Gateway Building. MTA’s educational safety staff served as sighted guides. The purpose of the partnership is to educate visually impaired riders with transportation options available to them on the Metro system. While at Gateway, students and staff were briefed on the new safety features and assistive devices on how to plan trips and coordinate public transportation schedules. 
Following the success of today's training, we expect to schedule additional training opportunities on a regular basis.  The following is a letter from the Director of Marketing of the Braille Institute:
To all our friends at Metro,

The students and staff of Braille Institute would like to extend our

deepest thanks for your participation in our first Getting Around Town With

Metro Day. Everyone raved about the experience of working with your

wonderful staff, who offered their services as sighted guides. The

presentation on the new safety features was fantastic and informational. I

know that our Orientation and Mobility instructors will be using that

information in future trainings as they prepare the next round of students

for their first rides on Metro trains. This was the start of a great

partnership between our two organizations and we are looking forward to

more Getting Around Town With Metro days in the future.

You have our sincere gratitude for all the work you're doing to improve the

travel experience for disabled riders and to reach out to the community at

large.

Kind regards,

Courtney

Courtney Kassel

Director of Marketing and Public Relations

Braille Institute of America, Inc.

741 North Vermont Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90029

323-663-1111, Ext. 3176
Metro Focuses on Operating Dollars on KCRW’s “Which Way L.A.” Show

Public Relations chief Marc Littman this afternoon was interviewed on Warren Olney’s KCRW radio show “Which Way L.A.” along with L.A. Times business columnist David Lazarus and a representative from California Public Interest Research Group (CalPIRG). Lazarus in his column today took public transit in Los Angeles County to task for not being user friendly when it comes to seamless travel on different carriers and even transfers within the Metro system. Marc said we are working with the municipal bus operators and others to expand regional travel and, thanks to Measure R, was building new transit projects and keeping fares low. In addition, he talked about the ease of purchasing passes at outlets, online and by mail and Metro’s transit pass programs with employers, colleges and universities. However, Marc pointed out that the effort to expand EZ pass programs is complicated by the fact that every transit carrier in the county is scrambling for scarce operating dollars in the wake of the recession and state transit funding cuts. More focus is needed on securing federal transit operating assistance. The CalPIRG spokesperson agreed and Lazarus, too, acknowledged this is an issue.   
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