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Foothill Transit Public Hearing

Last night, 50 people attended the Foothill Transit (FT) public hearing and about 30 attendees spoke. The speakers generally expressed that they would prefer fare increases over line reductions. 

Foothill Transit is proposing significant service reductions to address a $12.5 million deficit for FY 2011. The proposal is to cancel 14 of their 35 lines. All 14 are small lines with less than 15 riders per bus hour. They would also shorten five bus routes and reduce service on seven lines. The service reductions would include cancelling owl service on FT’s Silver Streak (the only owl service) and not providing “Express Lines” (park and rides) service during the holiday week of December 24th.

Foothill Transit will have three more public hearings at other locations during the next seven days and is considering a possible fare increase in the near future.

Construction Notice(s)
This construction notice is regarding construction activities for removal and replacement of existing train tracks and foundation to the Metro Blue Line in preparation for connecting the existing Line to the Expo Light Rail Line. The work is scheduled from Friday, March 26, 2010 at 9:00 p.m. through Monday, March 29, 2010 at 5:00 a.m.
 
What:
Removal and replacement of existing train tracks and foundation. 
When:
Friday, March 26, 2010 at 9:00 p.m. through Monday, March 29, 2010 at 5:00 a.m.
Where:
Construction activities will take place on the Metro Blue Line and Exposition Light Rail Transit right-of-way on Flower Street at the intersections of Washington Boulevard and Venice Boulevard.
Traffic Impacts: 
· Temporary lane takes and detours will be implemented throughout this construction activity.
· Local access will be maintained for businesses and residents.
· Directional signage, electronic message boards and flagmen will be used to safely direct drivers and pedestrians around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.
Advisories:   
· Metro Blue Line commuters, local businesses and the driving public will be notified through supplementary written notifications, website updates, press releases and notices on buses and trains as the work progresses.
· Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs.
Procurement Postings for Next Week

Metro Blue Line Traction Power Substations (TPSS) DC Feeder Cables 

Procurement will release an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week to procure DC Feeder Cables for Metro’s Blue Line Traction Power Substations (TPSS). The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from March 30, 2010 through May 28, 2010.

This procurement will allow for the existing DC Feeder Cables to be removed and replaced along Metro’s Blue Line Traction Power Substations. The current cables are aging and electrical energy is being wasted due to the electrical current leakage into the ground. These cables need to be replaced in order save energy and minimize the corrosion damage to the nearby infrastructure.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Lily Lopez, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-4639.

Metro Gold Line Eastside Access Project

Procurement will release a Request for Proposals (RFP) next week to procure design services for the Metro Gold Line Eastside Access Project. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from March 29, 2010 through July 6, 2010.

The work specified is for a comprehensive team to use design as a means for increasing multi-modal access to stations along Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension, including enhancing neighborhood pathways and access. The design work shall serve to create distinct station/neighborhood identities while encouraging multi-modal activity.  The Measure R specifically identifies this project in the expenditure plan.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Amy Wang, Sr. Contract Administrator at (213) 922-2632.

Communication Systems Equipment & Support 

Procurement will release an IFB next week to procure equipment to build communication systems for the Foothill expansion, the EXPO phase II expansion and internal Metro communication systems. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from April 2, 2010 through May 28, 2010.

This procurement will allow for developing and awarding systems contracts to ensure other construction authorities select and use systems components that are standard on and compatible with the existing Metro rail system. Standardization is essential to ensure safe, efficient operation and to reduce maintenance costs.  

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Lily Lopez, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-4639.

Upcoming CEO Meetings and Events
Next week, I will be participating in the I-Pass Press Event at Pasadena City College to help promote the Metro Institutional Pass Program. I will also be meeting with the Mayor of El Monte and attending the Expo Board meeting. I will also be attending with Chair Najarian and Director Antonovich in the MSRC Night at Dodger Stadium where Dir. Antonovich will throw out the first pitch.
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