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SR 710 Steering & Technical Advisory Committees Joint Meetings
The final joint meeting of the Steering and Technical Advisory Committees was held yesterday at the South Pasadena Library. The committees were formed to support the SR 710 Tunnel Technical Study conducted by Caltrans District 7 and their consultant team. The purpose of the meeting was to present to the committees a summary of the work conducted including the findings of the study, the scope of public outreach that has taken place over the past 18 months and possible next steps. We were a funding partner for the study that gathered data for subsurface and geotechnical conditions in an area that fanned out from the current terminus of the I-710 in East Los Angeles/Alhambra to an area near the I-605/I-10 nexus. The area included soil borings in the cities of Los Angeles, Alhambra, Monterey Park, South Pasadena and Pasadena. A report with staff recommendations will be forthcoming in the April Committee and Board Meeting cycle.

California High Speed Rail Project

This afternoon, I provided an interview with the Los Angeles Times regarding a joint MTA/OCTA letter requesting the California High Speed Rail Authority to revisit a shared use option for the Anaheim to Los Angeles segment of the California High Speed Rail Project. I reiterated support for the project and interest in working closely with the California High Speed Rail Authority (CHSRA) to coordinate passenger demand, infrastructure and operations for all the existing and future rail services in the corridor. A further evaluation of shared use track could result in greater synergies among all the rail providers, less impacts to cities and greater project cost-effectiveness. The CHSRA has placed the MTA/OCTA request on its April Board Meeting agenda. The story is expected to run this weekend.

South Bay Expressway Reorganization Update
On March 22, 2010 South Bay Expressway (SBX) applied for reorganization under Chapter 11 of the United States Bankruptcy Code. This action will allow SBX to reorganize their business and restructure their debt in a timely manner; the reorganization is estimated to take nine to twelve months and customers will see no change in service. Click here to read the letter from Greg Hulsizer, CEO of SBX regarding this matter.
Construction Notice

This Expo construction notice is regarding the removal and replacement of existing train tracks and foundations to the Metro Blue Line in preparation for connecting the existing Line to the Expo Light Rail Line. The work is scheduled from Friday, April 2, 2010 at 9:00 p.m. through Monday, April 5, 2010 at 5:00 a.m.
 
What: Removal and replacement of existing train tracks and foundations 
When: Friday, April 2, 2010 at 9:00 p.m. through Monday, April 5, 2010 at 5:00 a.m.
Where: Construction activities will take place on the Metro Blue Line and the Expo right-of-way along Flower Street at Washington Boulevard. 
Traffic Impacts:    
· Businesses within the first 500 feet of the northeast side of Flower Street will experience some limited access during this construction activity, issues will be coordinated and access will be maintained for all other businesses and residents. 
· Electronic message boards, directional signage and flagmen will be used to safely direct drivers and pedestrians around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.
 Advisories:   
· Metro Blue Line trains will not operate north of Washington Station. However, buses will be used to transport passengers between Washington Station and 7th St./Metro Center. 
· Metro Blue Line commuters, local businesses and the driving public will be notified through supplementary written notifications, website updates, press releases and notices on buses and trains as the work progresses.
· Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs.
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