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USDOT Prepares to Release Guidance for $600 Million in TIGER Grants

Within the next week, the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) is expected to release its guidelines for $600 million in Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grants that were funded by Congress in the Fiscal Year 2010 transportation appropriations bill. Earlier this year, the USDOT awarded $1.5 billion in TIGER grants funded through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. It is expected that the USDOT will provide 120 days to submit applications for TIGER funds and that the Department will make grant announcements sometime in September of this year. Based on the federal guidelines that we expect to be issued shortly, our staff will compile a list of projects that can competitively compete for TIGER funds.

LA City Joint Budget & Finance and Transportation Committee Hears LADOT Report on Transit Service Reductions and Fare Increases
Earlier this week, a joint meeting of the Los Angeles City Council's Budget & Finance and Transportation Committees heard the Los Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT) report on preliminary recommendations for transit service reductions and fare increases. The Joint Committee discussed and heard public comment on proposed changes to the LADOT preliminary recommendations. It directed LADOT to report back to the full Council with recommendations to eliminate certain City transit services and raise passenger fares as a means to address the projected Proposition A funding shortfall. LADOT's goal is to implement the changes by July 1, 2010 in order to minimize the magnitude of the program reductions and fare increases in the next fiscal year. It is expected that the report will be agendized for the April 27, 2010 Council meeting as a "Note and File" item. However, LADOT's preliminary recommendations have been included in Mayor Villaraigosa's 2010-2011 Proposed Budget, which was released on April 20th.
The Joint Committee also discussed a report on the use of the City's Measure R Local Return Funds. Members approved recommendations to provide 10% of these funds for bicycle and pedestrian projects and to provide funds to ensure that the City's grant funded transportation projects are not canceled or delayed. It is expected that these recommendations will also be presented to the City Council on April 27, 2010.
Media Reports on Planned Fare Changes
Channels 5 & 7 and the LA Weekly this morning interviewed Media Relations staff about pending fare changes this summer. Staff told reporters there is a motion on the Board agenda tomorrow that calls for a Special Board meeting within the next 60 days to receive public comments and update the public on the pending changes including fare relief from Measure R for seniors, students, the disabled and Medicare recipients. Their fares will not change. Staff noted that the new fare structure was approved as part of a two phase fare change three years ago. It’s factored into the draft FY11 budget. Should the Board rescind the fare changes, another $24 million in revenue or cuts would be needed on top of dealing with the projected $180 million deficit next year. Staff also noted that we are facing the most severe financial bind in decades as a result of the economic downturn. I have already made severe cuts in overhead and nearly 20 percent of non-contract positions would be eliminated this year. Riders today pay only 26 percent of what it costs to operate Metro buses and trains. It would rise to 28 percent under the new fare structure. This will still be low compared to other major transit agencies in the U.S. The $1.50 base fare also compares with $2.25 charged in New York, Chicago and San Diego. This will be only the third Metro fare increase in the past 15 years.          

LA Times Inquiry re: Scoping Analysis on Route 710 North Extension Project 

An editorial writer with the Los Angeles Times today spoke with Metro’s Executive Director of Highway Programs/Chief Interim Planning Officer Doug Failing about the Route 710 North Extension Project. Metro staff explained that the Board will discuss a motion presented by Board members John Fasana and Gloria Molina to proceed with a complete scoping analysis that will take between 6 to 8 months to complete. It was noted that the completion of the Route 710 North Extension will redistribute more evenly the traffic to the surrounding freeways and communities. Regarding the funding process to follow, it was explained that Metro will look at all possibilities from the more traditional funding source using gas tax monies to partnerships between public and privates entities. The Times may run an editorial in the next few days. An Associated Press reporter also spoke to Doug about the 710 Board report. 

Moody’s Upgrades Prop A, Prop C and General Revenue Debt

Prop A and Prop C senior bonds were upgraded to Aa2, up from Aa3. The ratings on our general revenue bonds and Capital Grant Revenue Bonds are now A1, up from A2. This week, Moody’s Investors Service began a wide-scale upgrade in municipal credit ratings by assigning them higher ratings to align them more closely with ratings of other types of issuers such as corporations. Generally, Moody’s is recognizing the relative strength of local and state issuers, such as MTA, who have rarely defaulted on long term debt as compared to some major corporate names, some of whom are no longer viable.
I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project Construction Update

In preparation for the reconstruction of the Sunset Bridge, the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project contractor will widen the intersection of Church Lane and Sepulveda Boulevard beginning Friday, April 23, 2010 for two full weekends.  This temporary improvement will add an additional traffic lane to southbound Church Lane.

What:      Full street closure for widening of Church Lane at Sepulveda Boulevard.

When:      Work is anticipated to last two full weekends, weather permitting: Friday, April 23, 2010 through Monday, April 26, 2010 and Friday, April 30, 2010 through Monday, May 2, 2010.  Full street closure is anticipated to start at 9 p.m. Friday night; the street will reopen to full traffic on Monday at 6 a.m.

Where:     Intersection of Church Lane and Sepulveda Boulevard.

 

What to Expect:

· In preparation for the full closure of the intersection, pre-construction activities will take place on adjacent sidewalks starting the week of April 19, 2010 for three weeks between the hours of 7 a.m. and 6 p.m. and 9 p.m. and 6 a.m.  Access to thru traffic will be maintained. 

· The northern sidewalk will be temporarily relocated to the southern side and will reopen on May 3. 

· Full closure of the intersection of Church Lane at Sepulveda Boulevard. 

· During the full closure on Church Lane, local access only will be maintained for businesses and residences.

· Access to Church Lane from Sepulveda Boulevard will be restricted during the full closure. 

· Detour:  Southbound Sepulveda Boulevard traffic to southbound Church Lane will be detoured to continue southbound on Sepulveda Boulevard to Sepulveda Way to westbound Sunset Boulevard back to Church Lane. 

· Detour: Northbound Church Lane traffic to Sepulveda Boulevard will be detoured to eastbound Sunset Boulevard to southbound Veteran Avenue to westbound Montana Avenue back to Sepulveda Boulevard. 

· Pedestrian access will be maintained on the south side of Church Lane.

· Bus detour: Westbound Metro bus line 2/302 will be temporarily detoured at Montana Ave. and Sepulveda Boulevard.  It will continue via Montana Avenue to Church Lane, to Sunset Boulevard back to regular route. 

· Big Blue Bus connections with Metro at Sepulveda will not be possible on these weekends.  Connections can be made along Wilshire Boulevard.  Layover will be on Barrington south of Brentwood Village at bus stop in front of the post office.

· Emergency vehicle access will be maintained.

· At the completion of this activity, there will be an additional lane for northbound Church Lane traffic.

Construction schedules are dynamic and subject to change without notice.  For additional project information and ongoing construction updates, visit www.metro.net/I-405 or call the project hotline at 213-922-3665. The latest updates are also available on Twitter at www.twitter.com/I_405. 
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