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Westside Subway Extension Concludes Round of Meetings

Last night, the Westside Subway Extension team concluded the latest round of community meetings. Approximately 222 people attended the five meetings held over the last two weeks throughout the study area, with 72 people providing verbal comments and 18 providing written comments. West Hollywood Councilwoman Abbe Land and a representative for Los Angeles Councilman Paul Koretz each attended a meeting. Media represented included the Larchmont Chronicle, the Beverly Press and Lookout News. In addition, we used the social networking tool Twitter to provide live updates of each meeting, with 52 people following this Twitter feed and 19 of the messages were "re-tweeted" or commented on.

At this round of meetings, we provided an update on the status of the Draft Environmental Impact Study/Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR) currently underway, a review of the input received last fall about stations, and preliminary ridership information on the five alternatives under review. Participants were all very supportive of the project and interested in finding ways to get the project built faster and have more of it built than is possible with Measure R. At each of the meetings, there were many comments in support of the 30/10 proposal. The community in West Hollywood is especially supportive of an alignment along Santa Monica Boulevard in their area and expressed this sentiment very strongly.

We are planning another round of community update meetings prior to releasing the Draft EIS/EIR and public hearings planned for this summer. The Draft EIS/EIR, accompanied by staff recommendations, is planned for Board consideration this fall.

Board Meeting Generates Major Media Coverage

The Los Angeles Times, Daily News, KNX and Metro Media Networks radio, Associated Press, Channel 4, City News Service and other reporters covered today’s Board meeting. The 30/10 initiative and Board action to schedule a special meeting on planned fare changes are generating stories. Metro Media Relations issued press releases on both topics and The Source on metro.net gave immediate updates on Board actions.   

Construction Notice(s)

Temporary Lane Closures of Western Avenue & Exposition Boulevard

This is the latest Expo construction notice regarding temporary lane closures for waterline tie-in installation and connection at the intersection of Western Avenue and Exposition Boulevard scheduled for Friday, April 23, 2010 through Monday, April 26, 2010. Continuous Weekend Work Hours: Friday at 9:00 p.m. to Monday at 5:00 a.m.
Traffic Impacts:
The following detours will be in effect and traffic will be directed to follow all appropriate detour signs –

· Northbound Western Avenue will be closed at Exposition Boulevard and traffic will be diverted onto eastbound Exposition Boulevard.
· Southbound Western Avenue will be closed at Exposition Boulevard and traffic will be diverted onto westbound Exposition Boulevard.
· Eastbound Exposition Boulevard will be closed at Western Avenue and traffic will be diverted onto northbound Western Avenue.
· Westbound Exposition Boulevard will be closed at Western Avenue and traffic will be diverted onto northbound Western Avenue.
· Flagmen and directional signage will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic. 
 
Advisories: Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone. Obey all posted construction signs.   
Metro Orange Line Extension Construction Notice
Beginning Monday, April 26, 2010 the Contractor will commence installation of conduit on Lassen between Owensmouth and Canoga. This construction activity will require reconfiguration of traffic to one lane in each direction. For details please see attached construction notice.
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