	PDA/HANDHELD DEVICES - TO VIEW WITH GRAPHICS CLICK HERE
[image: image1]

	Wednesday, May 12, 2010
20100512-1

In this issue:
· State Treasurer Bill Lockyer Visits Metro
· Metro Bus line 2/302 Detours

· Bike Week LA 2010
State Treasurer Bill Lockyer Visits Metro
Today, I met with the State Treasurer Bill Lockyer and his staff to discuss Metro’s bond funding needs.  Specifically, we discussed Metro’s efforts to implement Measure R projects through 30/10 and other innovative financing tools such as Public Private Partnerships and tolling.  The Treasurer was very intrigued with 30/10 and our efforts to accelerate the highway program. As expected, State Treasurer Lockyer provided a bleak picture for the upcoming State budget. He warned that the State may not be able to keep its commitment on the annual sales tax on diesel for public transit negotiated in the recent budget deal.  The Treasurer expressed his support for our efforts and would like to be helpful to the agency.

Metro Bus Line 2/302 Detours

Media Relations has issued a news release detailing Metro Bus Line 2/302 (Sunset Boulevard) detours that are required to avoid street closures for I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project work.  Westbound buses leaving Westwood Village now turn north on Veteran Avenue, west on Sunset Boulevard and then return to their regular route.  Eastbound buses coming from Brentwood now turn left on Church Lane, right onto Sepulveda Boulevard, and left onto Montana and then continue on their regular route.  Detours on this line are expected to continue for approximately one year.

Bike Week LA 2010

The Communications Division is leading the effort to encourage thousands of participants to bike to work and to be part of the solution for a greener, better Los Angeles.  This year, we are partnering with a number of organizations, including the California Bicycle Coalition (CBC), LADOT Bike Program, Los Angeles County Bicycle Coalition (LACBC), City of Los Angeles, and the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) to promote the benefits of bicycling to work and safety.  Several events will be happening during the week and include:
· Monday, May 17, 2010, 8:00am – Kick off event at LAPD’s new headquarters with a press event highlighting the importance of bicycling safety and sharing the road.  Speakers include City of Los Angeles Councilmember Tom LaBonge, LADOT General Manager Rita Robinson, LAPD Chief Charlie Beck, LACBC Executive Director Jennifer Klausner, Metro Board Chair Ara Najarian, and myself.   

· Tuesday, May 18, 2010, 8:00am – Blessing of the Bicycles will again be hosted by the Good Samaritan Hospital. 

· Wednesday, May 19, 2010, 8:00am – Bicyclists will congregate at Olvera Street for the 2nd Annual Downtown Bike Ride and make a loop through downtown, passing by several Metro Rail stations. The ride will highlight the accessibility of Metro service to bicyclists and is being led by the LACBC and Metro.

· Thursday, May 20, 2010 is Bike to Work Day. Bicyclists are encouraged to pledge online and get counted. Those who pledge automatically get entered to win prizes, including a folding bike from REI, gift cards, and more.  Free rides will be provided by Metro and nine other transit agencies all day for those boarding with a bike or bike helmet.  Over 60 pit stops for bicyclists on their way to work are being sponsored by partner organizations across the county from 6:00-9:00am.  Participants will be able to stop by and pick up information, including a new Metro countywide bike map, snacks and promotional items provided by the sponsors.    

· Friday, May 21, 2010 is Bike to School Day.  We are partnering with Safe Routes to School, YES Sports and Bike It Day at Santa Monica High School to promote safe riding to school. 
For more information, visit metro.net/biketowork.


	

	








