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May Revision State Budget Update 

Today, the Legislative Analyst’s Office issued an overview of the 2010-2011 May Revision of the State Budget. For a complete copy of the document, please click here.
Here is the link: http://www.lao.ca.gov/reports/2010/bud/may_revise/may_revision_051810.pdf
Grant Announcement

The California energy commission announced that it has awarded $415,185 grant for Metro and EV Connect (Electric Vehicle Infrastructure service Provider) to provide, as a pilot project, Plug-in-Electric Vehicle (PEV) charge stations at Metro Transit facilities located at Union Station, LAX/Aviation, Universal City, Canoga and Sierra Madre Villa stations.

 

This pilot project will enable us to assess the feasibility of mass implementation of electric vehicle charge stations at our transit properties. This powerful connection will enable important consumer behavioral changes by blending two low carbon emission transportation options: PVE usage and public transportation via rail and alternative fuel buses. 

Successful Press Conference Kicks Off Bike Week LA

Bike Week Los Angeles kicked off yesterday with a press conference attended by most major media outlets in Los Angeles. Board Chair Ara Najarian, Director Rita Robinson and I joined LA City Councilman Tom LaBonge, LA Police Department Chief Charlie Beck and others to highlight bike safety. They also spoke about free rides on public transit during Bike To Work Day Thursday and other events during the week. News media covering the event included Television Channels, 2/9, 4, 5, 7, 11, 35, and radio stations: KNX/KFWB, KFI, Metro Networks, KABC, and KPPC Radio, La Voz (weekly), Downtown News, Associated Press and StreetsblogLA. Stories began running early yesterday morning and will be broadcast throughout the week.

Westside Subway Extension Community Meeting

We will be conducting a special community meeting tonight to hear an update on the proposed alignments linking the potential Century City and Westwood/UCLA stations being examined as part of the Westside Subway Extension Project environmental study now under review. The meeting will present three potential alternatives that travel underneath residential properties. Our Community Relations manager conducted an interview with KABC 7 this afternoon, reporting that the existing Red and Purple lines run under multiple residential properties, and that the agency has not received any complaints of noise or vibrations from those tunnels. The story is expected to run in advance of the meeting this evening.  
New Metro Bike Map Released

An updated Metro Bike Map was released this week. This map replaces the 2006 edition and was produced through a collaborative effort between Communications, Planning and local jurisdictions across the county. In addition to providing updated information on new Class I, II and III bike facilities built since 2006, the new map contains several new features including: 1) topographical relief, 2) insets that provide additional geographical coverage and enlarged views of certain key areas, and 3) a Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) rating certifying that the map was produced using sustainable practices. The map is currently posted online on metro.net and staff is working with Google to have the data included in their Bicycling map feature (available online soon). During this update cycle, the bikeway database has been indexed which will allow future updates to be produced more efficiently. The map will continue to be updated every 2 – 3 years.


	

	








