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Metro Responds to BRU Hunger Strike Against Upcoming Fare Changes

Today, several Spanish news media organizations requested our response to the staged Bus Riders Union (BRU) hunger strike that members began this morning at Olvera Street to demonstrate against the upcoming fare increase scheduled for July 1. Staff explained that we had faced an historic $250 million operating deficit against the backdrop of the worst economic downturn since the Great Depression. We also noted the fare increase will impact less than half of our riders since fares for students, senior citizens, the disabled and Medicare recipients will not change. It was also noted that our fares will still be among the lowest in the country. The fact that more than 500 non-contract and contract positions are being eliminated attests to that. KMEX-TV, KRCA-TV, Mexicanal TV and La Opinion are scheduled to run stories today and tomorrow.

 

Channel 34 Broadcasts Live from Metro Pit Stop in Union Station as part of Bike to Work Day

Early this morning, Channel 34 KMEX-TV (Spanish language) broadcasted live from the East Portal at Union Station the activities of one of the 60 pit stops co-sponsored by us as part of the Bike to Work Day celebrations. Staff promoted free rides for bicyclists that commute to work on public transit today. Also it was indicated that the Bike Week LA objective is to duplicate or triple the number of trips from 1% to 2% or 3% in Los Angeles County to reduce traffic congestion and improve the air quality in the region. The live broadcast was from 5:00 am to 9:00 a.m. on two Univision group channels, KMEX and Telefutura.


	

	








