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LA Times Columnist David Lazarus Transportation Column Set To Run

Los Angeles Times Columnist David Lazarus is planning to do a follow up column focusing on a motion that was introduced by the Mayor at yesterday’s Operations Committee. The motion calls on MTA to meet with municipal operators and Metrolink to develop a weekly and daily EZ pass that can be used on all transit services, develop an enhanced pass distribution system, create a customer-oriented website and smart phone/PDA applications to enable patrons to receive rider information as well as work with municipal operators and identify service restructuring that will make the transit system more convenient. An amendment was also introduced by Supervisor Antonovich to have the agency look at distance/time-based fare policies. I spoke with the reporter today and said that I am committed to providing Metro customers with the best transportation services possible and that our management team is focused on customer service. I indicated that implementation of these types of things are feasible and are things that this agency should be doing. I told the reporter that they just make sense in our efforts to improve the riding experience for our customers. I also talked about on-time performance of the system and that improvements have been made, but more work still needs to be done to improve the quality of service being provided. The column is expected to run on Tuesday
Times May Publish Editorial re: 710 North Extension Project Next Steps

The Times Sunday may publish an editorial about pending Board action next week on staff’s recommendation to proceed with the 710 North Extension Project next steps. There is no indication what stance the paper will take. An editorial writer called staff last month to briefly go over the staff report and was told, if approved by the Board, the scoping study would look at a variety of options and not just a tunnel. The editorial was shelved due to the one month postponement of Board consideration of this item in April.

Also this weekend, the Times may publish a letter from staff taking issue with an underground artist’s political cartoon published in the Times Wednesday, May 19, 2010. The cartoon knocked MTA for raising fares and cutting service as “our way of encouraging people to ride bikes.” A letter from Public relations DEO Marc Littman noted the cartoon ignores the fact that more than a dozen new rail, bus and highway improvement projects, funded by Measure R, are moving ahead. And the pending fare increase – only the third in the past 15 years – will not affect more than half our customers. There will be no change in fares for students, seniors, the disabled and Medicare recipients until 2013 thanks to Measure R. And, incidentally, we have also invested about $200 million in bike facilities and programs to encourage commuters to cycle not just during Bike Week LA but throughout the year.

 

Expo Construction Notice
This is the latest construction notice regarding intermittent and temporary full closures of Flower Street from Adams Boulevard to 37th Street scheduled from Friday, May 21, 2010 through Thursday, July 15, 2010. 

 
 When:   Weekly Daytime Hours: Monday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

· May 21- June 15, 2010: Full closure at 28th Street for irrigation crossings & utility installations

· May 21- July 15, 2010: Lane closures on Flower Street to facilitate curb and gutter installation and street lighting and traffic signal installations.

   
   Weekly Nighttime Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m., Friday 11:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m.

· May 21 - June 30, 2010: Lane closures on Flower Street to facilitate curb and gutter installation and street lighting and traffic signal installations

· May 21 - June 15, 2010: Full closure at the intersection of Flower Street and Exposition Boulevard for irrigation crossing

 
Traffic Impacts:    

· Vehicular traffic will experience occasional delays and temporary detours along Flower Street from 12th Street to 37th Street.

· Local access will be maintained for all businesses and residents.

· All pedestrian access will be maintained.

· Flagmen and directional signage will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.

 

Advisories: Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone. Obey all posted construction signs

 Procurement Postings for Next Week
Batteries for Uninterruptible Power Supply 
Procurement will release an Invitation for Bid (IFB) next week to procure 60 Uninterruptible Power Supply Batteries for the Metro Red Line (MLR). The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from May 25, 2010 through June 30, 2010.
This procurement will provide for the removal and replacement of defective Uninterruptible Power Supply batteries. The replacement of these defective batteries is required as they support the emergency operation of critical systems and functions.  

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Lily Lopez, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-4639.
Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events

Next week I will be in Washington, D.C. meeting with members of the Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation and their transportation aides. I will also be meeting with House and Senate leaders whose committees hold jurisdiction over the surface transportation program. While in the nation’s capital, I will also be participating in a conference sponsored by the Coalition for America's Gateways and Trade Corridors and serving on a panel discussion entitled, "The Need for a Federal Freight Program.”



	

	








