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State Budget Deliberations Continue

The State Legislature is continuing to consider the FY 2011 state budget. The Senate Budget Committee has begun to consider the various cuts proposed by Governor Schwarzenegger and is receiving testimony from those who would be impacted by the cuts (see attached agenda). Democrats in the Senate have also proposed a series of tax proposals which are estimated to raise approximately $5 billion. Today, Assembly Speaker John A. Pérez announced the California Jobs Budget which recommends solving California’s budget deficit by allocating funds from different programs to create jobs. The California Jobs Budget focuses on repaying debts to avoid local government layoffs and maintains employment services and training programs. This program would be funded largely by securitizing revenue from the California Beverage Recycling fund. For a copy of the press release, please click here.

http://www.asmdc.org/speaker/news-room/press-releases/item/2443-speaker-pérez-new-california-jobs-budget-will-spur-private-sector-jobs-boost-education-protect-teachers-and-cops-and-pay-down-debt
BRU Presses Media on Fare Change Protest

The Bus Riders Union (BRU) hunger strikers trekked to Los Angeles City Hall today to deliver grocery bags, symbolic of what the Metro fare increase allegedly could buy, and tried to bring their protest to the Mayor and other directors. They invited the media but didn’t get much attention. However, Media Relations was on hand to give context to the Wave Newspapers and City News Service. Staff also contacted the City News Service editor, Los Angeles Times, Associated Press, Channel 7, KABC radio and other media outlets to dispute some of the inaccurate and misleading rhetoric the BRU has been spinning the last week since they started their hunger strike. Staff noted that 52 percent of our customers – seniors, students, disabled and Medicare recipients – will see no increase thanks to Measure R. Our fares will still be among the lowest of any major transit property in the nation. The agency’s operating deficit was so severe that 523 positions are being eliminated. And contrary to some media reports, there is no item on Thursday’s Board agenda dealing with fares. BRU hunger strikers are still expected to protest at the meeting.     

Media Inquiry on South Bay Metro Green Line Extension Project

A reporter with The Beach Reporter newspaper in Redondo Beach is preparing a story on the South Bay Metro Green Line Extension Project. Staff told the reporter that we are in the very early stages of the environmental review on the project having recently conducted a series of four scoping meetings in the community. The reporter indicated that some citizens in Redondo Beach living near the right-of-way are concerned with noise and vibrations that may be caused by train movement. The reporter was told that as the environmental process progresses, those types of issues and concerns will be evaluated. The reporter was also told that it is a very important project providing vital rail connections and will go a long way at relieving traffic congestion along the I-405 corridor. The story is expected to run this week.

ExpressLanes Project 

The Los Angeles Times has inquired about the intelligent parking element of Metro’s Congestion Reduction Demonstration Project, also known as ExpressLanes. The “ExpressPark” element of the project, led by LA Department of Transportation (LADOT), will implement demand-based parking rates at meters in Downtown LA. Meters will be capable of charging motorists demand-based parking rates that change depending on the time of day and traffic congestion levels. Regional Communications and project staff provided background, reporting that LADOT has received $15 million of the $210.6 million project. The project’s multi-agency collaboration is intended to approach congestion reduction in a holistic manner, with other major components comprising the conversion of high-occupancy vehicle lanes to high-occupancy toll lanes on the I-10 El Monte Busway and I-110 Harbor Transitway, the purchase of 57 alternative fuel buses, roadway and transit station improvements. The story is expected to run later this week.  

Expo Construction Notices 

Temporary Street Closures for Traction Power Sub-Station Installation 

This construction notice is regarding intermittent full street closures for the installation of Traction Power Sub-Stations at various locations throughout the Mid-Corridor and West End portions of the Expo Light Rail Line. This work is scheduled to begin Tuesday, May 25, 2010 through Thursday, June 3, 2010.
 
When: Tuesday, May 25, 2010 through Thursday, June 3, 2010

Nighttime work hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m.

 
Where:   Various locations along the Exposition Right-of-Way –

· TPSS #3 = northwest corner of Halldale Avenue and Exposition Boulevard 

· TPSS #4 = north side of Rodeo Road at Cimarron Street

· TPSS #6 = northwest corner of Farmdale Avenue and Exposition Boulevard

· TPSS #7 = south of Jefferson Boulevard, east of the La Cienega aerial structure on the newly constructed Hauser Access Road

· TPSS #9 = southeast area of 9th Avenue and Exposition Boulevard

 
Traffic Impacts: Only one closure will be implemented per night. TPSS buildings will not be placed concurrently. 

· TPSS #3 traffic impacts will include a temporary closure at Normandie Avenue at westbound Exposition Boulevard until the structure is placed.

· TPSS #4 traffic impacts will include a temporary closure at Arlington Avenue at eastbound Rodeo Road until the structure is placed.

· TPSS #6 traffic impacts will include a temporary closure of northbound Farmdale Avenue at westbound Exposition Boulevard until the structure placed.

· TPSS #7 & #9 traffic impacts will be minimal and will be handled by temporary lane closures and flaggers

· Flagmen and directional signage will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic. 

 
Advisories: Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs.   

Intersection Closure of Flower St & Exposition Blvd - Downtown Corridor

This construction notice is regarding the nine (9) day full closure of the intersection of Flower Street and Exposition Boulevard beginning Saturday, May 29, 2010 through Sunday, June 6, 2010 for reconstruction and repaving activities.
 
What: Intersection closure for reconstruction which will include excavation, repaving 
and restriping.

 

When: Continuous Work Hours–
6:00 a.m. Saturday, May 29, 2010 through 9:00 p.m. Sunday, June 6, 2010

 
Traffic Impacts: 
The following detours will be in effect and traffic will be directed to follow all appropriate detour signs– 

· NO vehicular traffic will be allowed to use Flower Street between Jefferson Boulevard and Exposition Boulevard during this construction activity. 

· Southbound traffic on Flower Street will be detoured at Jefferson Boulevard.

· Westbound traffic on Exposition Boulevard will be detoured at Hope Street.

· Southbound I-110 Freeway off ramp at Exposition Boulevard will be closed and all appropriate detour signs will be posted by Caltrans. 

· Local access will be maintained by use of flaggers for businesses, and public buildings.

· Directional signage will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.

 
Advisories: Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs.   
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