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House Adopts Bill that Extends CNG Tax Credit

Today, the U.S. House of Representatives voted to adopt H.R. 4213, “The American Jobs and Closing Tax Loopholes Act of 2010” by a vote of 215 to 204. Among a number of provisions, the bill includes an extension of a 50-cent per gallon alternative fuel tax credit for liquid fuels derived from natural gas. This tax credit, which had expired on December 31, 2009, is worth approximately $20 million annually to our agency. In a welcome development, the legislation adopted today would allow us and other public transit agencies to claim their refunds retroactively. The U.S. Senate is expected to consider this legislation when they return from their recess on June 7, 2010. Our Board adopted legislative program for this year included, as a priority, securing an extension of the federal alternative fuel tax credit for natural gas.
Letter to the Governor Regarding the CTC Appointment
Today, I sent a letter to Governor Schwarzenegger urging him to ensure the new appointment for the California Transportation Commission (CTC) represents Los Angeles County. The CTC plays a significant role in funding key transportation projects in the region. We expressed our desire to work with the Governor to identify a candidate that will represent Los Angeles County on the CTC. Please find the letter attached.

http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/100528_Ltr_Gov_CTC_Appointment.pdf
TSA Recommends Increase in Security this Holiday Weekend 

Today, the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) announced its recommendation to all mass transit partners to increase security patrols for the holiday weekend. Currently, there are no new threats to our region and we are working with law enforcement to maximize the deployment of K-9 teams. We are also conducting redline security sweeps and increasing random fare inspections to minimize any potential threats. 

First Measure R Oversight Committee Meeting Scheduled      

The initial meeting of the Measure R Oversight Committee has been set for Thursday, June 3rd, 2010 from 1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. The first meeting will cover an overview of Measure R, an update on project progress, a review of the Oversight Committee’s roles and responsibilities, a report on revenue and discussion of the Committee’s Procedures as well as a proposed timeline for meeting required responsibilities. The meeting will be held in the Board Conference Room on the 3rd floor. 

Community Briefings Continue on the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project
This week, the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening project team conducted the following meetings and briefings:

· May 27, 2010 – we hosted a meeting of the I-405 Community Advisory Committee (CAC) at the Westwood Community Center. Approximately 20 CAC members attended. Staff reported on future work activities, highlighting the upcoming Sunset Bridge demolition. The team responded to questions regarding project design, traffic flow in the surrounding neighborhoods and steps being taken to mitigate noise and ensure safety during demolition. Greenmeme, the artists charged with designing new retaining walls along Sepulveda Boulevard, presented their design concepts. In addition, LADWP staff presented information on their MWD LA-29 project. Representatives from Councilmember Rosendahl, Councilmember Koretz, Assemblymember Pavley and Assemblymember Brownley’s offices were in attendance. 

· May 26, 2010 – we briefed approximately 50 people at the West Los Angeles Neighborhood Council. The presentation included a project overview highlighting future construction at the Wilshire Boulevard ramps. The group reported that they are pleased with the use of social media tools to communicate project information. Representatives from Mayor Villaraigosa and Councilmember Rosendahl’s offices were in attendance. 

· May 26, 2010 – we briefed key staff at the Veteran’s Administration (VA), explaining our upcoming work near and on VA property, which includes relocating a sewer, repairing a storm drain and widening the bridge at Constitution Avenue. 

Construction Notice

This is the latest Expo construction notice regarding the nine day full closure of the intersection of Flower Street and Exposition Boulevard beginning Saturday, May 29, 2010 through Sunday, June 6, 2010 for reconstruction and repaving activities.

 
What: Intersection closure for reconstruction which will include excavation, repaving and

restriping.

 

When: Continuous work hours–
6:00 a.m. Saturday, May 29, 2010 through 9:00 p.m. Sunday, June 6, 2010

 
Where: Intersection of Flower Street and Exposition Boulevard will be closed to 

through traffic.

 

Traffic Impacts: 
The following detours will be in effect and traffic will be directed to follow all appropriate detour signs– 

· NO vehicular traffic will be allowed to use Flower Street between Jefferson Boulevard and Exposition Boulevard during this construction activity. 

· Southbound traffic on Flower Street will be detoured at Jefferson Boulevard.

· Westbound traffic on Exposition Boulevard will be detoured at Hope Street.

· Southbound I-110 Freeway off ramp at Exposition Boulevard will be closed and all appropriate detour signs will be posted by Caltrans. 

· Local access will be maintained by use of flaggers for businesses, and public buildings.

· Directional signage will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.

 
Advisories: Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs.   
   
Procurement Postings for Next Week

Metro Freeway Service Patrol
Procurement will release Metro Freeway Service Patrol (FSP) Invitation for Bid (IFB) No. FSP11, next week to procure FSP Light Duty Towing Services for nine FSP beats. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from June 2, 2010 through August 25, 2010.

The services being procured are for light duty towing services for Metro FSP Beats 4, 8, 12, 14, 16, 20, 24, 40 and 41 within the Los Angeles County freeway system.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by W. T. (Ted) Sparkuhl, Sr. Contracts Administrator at 213.922.7399, facsimile 213.922.1005 or e-mail: sparkuhlw@metro.net.

Wayside Energy Storage Substation

Procurement will release an IFB to procure a Wayside Energy Storage Substation (WESS) at the Red Line Westlake/MacArthur Station. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from June 1, 2010 through November 20, 2010.
The Contractor shall design, engineer, construct, commission and test the WESS system. The WESS shall use high speed flywheel technology as the means of storage of the rail line traction power operational energy, in order to absorb and store the regenerative energy provided by a train in braking mode and return this stored energy back to the line for the propulsion of a train in accelerating mode. This recycling process is primarily intended to achieve overall energy saving in the operation of the line.  
Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Roger Mays, Senior Contract Administrator at (213) 922-7215.

Upcoming CEO Meetings and Events

Next week, I will be meeting with California State Controller John Chiang. I will also be meeting with Chair Najarian, Director Knabe and Director Robinson. In addition, I will be speaking at the Century City Chamber of Commerce Board Meeting and at the Business Development Association of Orange County Luncheon. I will also be attending the Metro Citizens Advisory Council Luncheon and League of Cities Monthly Reception and Meeting.
EEO Thought of the Day

On occasion we will be including in the Daily Brief an Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) “Thought of the Day”. The purpose is to remind us all of the importance of promoting equality of opportunity in the workplace.
“Diversity is a value.”
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