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USDOT Announces Bus Grant Opportunity

The United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) has published a Federal Register notice announcing the availability of $775 million in discretionary Bus and Bus Facilities funds to support Federal Transit Administration’s State of Good Repair Bus Initiative. According to USDOT, the funds will be available from unallocated FY 2010 discretionary Bus and Bus Facility funds for the purchase and rehabilitation of buses and vans, modernization of buses, bus facilities and revenue service facilities, bus-related equipment and components of transit asset management plans. Our staff will be carefully examining this grant opportunity over the next several days to better understand how we can achieve the maximum amount of dollars for our agency through this Bus and Bus Facilities federal grant opportunity.

SB 1341 (Price) Passes Senate Transportation Committee

Today, the Senate Transportation Committee approved SB 1341 (Price) which authorizes us to implement a small business program on non-Federally funded competitively bid contracts. 

City of Commerce Hosts Public Meeting on I-710

Last week, our staff participated in a community meeting on the I-710 Corridor Project Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Study (EIR/EIS) hosted by the City of Commerce. The Commerce City Council and Local Advisory Committee (LAC) convened the meeting to update the community on the progress of the project and to present conceptual geometric plans for two design options for the Washington Boulevard interchange. One option is the I-710 project team's original proposal that closes Washington Boulevard and does not necessitate the taking of any residential properties. The other is the City's proposal to keep Washington Boulevard open, which may require acquisition and relocation of residential property in Commerce. Staff presented an overview and status update on the project. Caltrans also attended and presented general information on their property acquisition and relocation program. Approximately 100 people attended the meeting along with members of the Commerce City Council and LAC.
Los Angeles Times Column on Metro Fare Increase

Los Angeles Times Columnist David Lazarus is preparing a story on Metro’s fare increase planned for implementation on July 1, 2010. The reporter was told that the Board in early 2007 approved the fare increases to be implemented in July 2007 and 2009. It was explained that the planned increase set for July 2009 was postponed for one year as a result of Measure R. It was also noted that fares of seniors/disabled, K-12 and college students will remain frozen for five years under Measure R. It was noted that we, with the planned increase, will only have a 28 percent farebox recovery rate and that other transit properties recover up to 40 percent through fares. The reporter will be noting the upcoming May 8, 2010 special Board meeting as well as other transit properties in the region that are raising their fares (Metrolink, Foothill Transit, LA Department of Transportation) due to the economic downturn causing operating deficits. The story/column is expected to run on Friday.

Expo Construction Notices
Temporary Overnight Intersection Closure of La Brea Ave & Exposition Blvd 
This Expo construction notice is regarding the temporary overnight closures of the intersection of La Brea Avenue and Exposition Boulevard scheduled for Tuesday, May 4, 2010 through Friday, May 21, 2010.

Nighttime work hours: Monday through Friday, 9:00 p.m. to 5:30 a.m.
 
Where:   Intersection of La Brea Avenue and Exposition Boulevard; approximately 100 feet south of the intersection with Jefferson Boulevard.
 
Traffic Impacts: 
The following detours will be in effect and traffic will be directed to follow all appropriate detour signs-
Northbound traffic on La Brea Avenue will be detoured east at Rodeo Road 
Southbound traffic on La Brea Avenue will be detoured west at Jefferson Boulevard.
Directional signage, electronic message boards and flaggers will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.
Local access will be maintained for all residents.
 
Advisories:
Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs. 
Temporary Overnight Intersection Closure of La Cienega & Jefferson Blvds
This Expo construction notice is regarding the temporary overnight closures of the intersection of La Cienega & Jefferson Boulevards scheduled for Wednesday, May 5, 2010 through Friday, May 15, 2010.
 
Nighttime Work Hours: Monday through Friday, 9:00 p.m. to 5:30 a.m.
 
Where:   Construction crews will be working at the intersection of La Cienega and Jefferson Boulevards
 
Traffic Impacts:
The following detours will be in effect and traffic will be directed to follow all appropriate detour signs -
· Northbound traffic on La Cienega Boulevard will be detoured at Rodeo Road.
· Southbound traffic on La Cienega Boulevard will be detoured at Jefferson Boulevard.
· Directional signage and electronic message boards will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.
· Local access will be maintained for all residents.
   
Advisories:
Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs. 


	

	








