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U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer Announces Obama Administration’s Support for 30/10 Initiative and USDOT Decision Regarding PE for Red Line to Westwood
Today, U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer announced that the Obama Administration supports the 30/10 initiative adopted by our Board of Directors last month. Specifically, U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood wrote to Senator Boxer yesterday and conveyed, “I share your belief that the 30/10 model – leveraging a comprehensive long range transportation plan and a sustainable local funding stream – has the potential to transform the way we invest in transportation projects across the Nation.” For your review, please find a copy of Secretary LaHood’s correspondence to Senator Boxer. Also today, Senator Boxer announced that the U.S. Department of Transportation will approve conducting Preliminary Engineering (PE) on the entire 9.3-mile Purple Line Westside Extension project (to Westwood), rather than approving PE for the project in separate segments. This action is a necessary step for the project to enter into the next federal stage, which is to secure a multi-year funding agreement. The announcement was made at the Urban Land Institute Conference held in Hollywood above our Hollywood & Highland subway station.

First Measure R Oversight Committee Meeting Held

On Thursday, June 3, 2010, the Measure R Independent Taxpayers Oversight Committee convened for the first time. All three appointed Judges were in attendance: Justice Candace Cooper, Judge Richard Kolostian and Judge Robert Parkin. Staff presentations to the committee included an overview of Measure R, an update of Measure R projects, proposed FY11 budget information for Measure R projects and a review of revenue receipts to date. In addition, County Counsel orally reviewed the role and responsibilities of the Oversight Committee as set forth in the legislation. This was followed by extensive discussion of the Committee’s procedures and near-term schedule. Many of the Committee’s discussion points were focused on the annual audit to be completed by December 31, 2010 and the selection process and relationship to the technical advisory panel. The next Committee meeting will be held in July (date has not yet been determined).  

Metro Hosts Bicycle Design Workshop

On Wednesday, June 2, 2010, we hosted a Bicycle Design Workshop titled “Designing Streets to Increase Bicycling.”  The workshop, attended by 65 people, two-thirds from agencies and one-third from the bicycle advocacy community, covered a number of timely topics such as updates to design guidance documents, Complete Streets legislation, existing and innovative design approaches and new tools for building bicycle ridership. 

Procurement Postings for Next Week

1. Elevator/Escalator Maintenance and Repair Services

Procurement will release a Request for Proposals (RFP) next week to procure maintenance and repair services for our elevators and escalators at all Metro Rail and Metro Bus facilities. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from June 7, 2010 through November 24, 2010.

In support of its mission for the continued improvement of an efficient and effective transportation system, we must provide a safe, reliable, clean and accessible public transportation system. Properly functioning vertical transportation equipment is an integral component of such a transportation system. The current contract for elevator and escalator maintenance service will expire on January 31, 2011. The new contract will provide service for all of our currently operating bus and rail elevators and escalators including the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension elevators and escalators at the Mariachi Plaza and Soto stations.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Samira Baghdikian, Senior Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-1033.
2. Communication Equipment Systems and Support for the Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension and Exposition Line Phase II

Procurement will release a Request for Proposal (RFP) next week to procure communication equipment systems and support services for the Gold Line Foothill Extension and Exposition Line Phase II. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from June 07, 2010 to August 09, 2010.

This procurement will utilize an Indefinite Quantity Indefinite Delivery method to procure equipment for the two Construction Authorities for future rail construction projects still to be designed.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Nicole Dang, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-7438.

3.  Contract to design, build, operate and maintain HOT ExpressLanes 

Procurement will release a Request for Proposal (RFP) next week for a contract to design, build, operate and maintain High Occupancy Toll (HOT) ExpressLanes. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from June 7, 2010 through October 30, 2010.

The HOT ExpressLanes Project contract is for the system and supporting services for both the I-10 and I-110 corridors. The I-10 scope is to convert to an ExpressLane the I-10 busway north of and parallel to US-101 and I-10 in both directions from Alameda Street to the I-710 separation where it joins the existing I-10 High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lane; between I-710 and I-605, the existing HOV lane in both directions of I-10 will be converted to an ExpressLane and a second ExpressLane will be added; and an eastbound ExpressLane will be added to I-10 between Herbert Avenue and I-710.The I-110 scope is to convert 11 miles of I-110, from Artesia Transit Station/182nd Street to Adams Boulevard from existing HOV lanes (one in each direction south of I-105 and two in each direction north of I-105) to ExpressLanes. The scope includes the services and systems required for all functional and performance requirements to enable electronic toll collection on the ExpressLanes. The scope also includes a one year demonstration period.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Ivan Page, Contract Administration Manager at (213) 922-6383.
Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events
Next week, I will be meeting with Director Ridley-Thomas. I will be attending the Southern California Association of Governments Collaboration Meeting and the 511 Launch Event. I will also be speaking at the Advancing Women in Transportation Mentoring Program, providing opening remarks at the Sustainability Summit and emceeing the American Council of Engineering Companies Los Angeles Chapter 2010 Achievement Awards Banquet.
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