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Metro Red Line 10-Year Anniversary

The Daily News is planning a series of stories concerning the 10-year anniversary of the Metro Red Line extension to North Hollywood. Media Relations staff briefed two reporters on various aspects of the Red Line, reporting that the subway currently carries more than 150,000 average weekday boardings -- half of the entire rail boardings on the Metro Rail system. Annual total boardings for the subway have risen consistently since the extension opened. The line is considered the most successful rail line on the Metro system, and has made the Metro Orange Line, as well as future Orange Line service extensions, viable. The cost of operating rail is cheaper than other transit modes. Joint development on the Red Line has revitalized major LA areas including Hollywood, and will continue to do so, bringing with it new housing, retail and commercial opportunities to the region. Looking forward, the San Fernando Valley I-405 Corridor Connection currently contained in the 30/10 Initiative would provide a rapid transit option to improve traffic flow between the San Fernando Valley and the Westside through the Sepulveda Pass. We plan to begin the environmental process on this project in FY11. The concept of the project would be to provide some kind of transit service that would connect the Metro Orange Line Sepulveda Station with the Westside Subway Extension Project in the Westwood area. Stories are expected to run next week. 
Metro’s Hollywood & Vine Development Honored

Our recently completed joint development at Hollywood and Vine will be honored by the American Planning Association (APA) at its ceremony scheduled for June 23, 2010. The development, which includes the 300 room W Hotel, 143 condominium units, 375 apartments and 60,000 square feet of retail space is built over Metro’s subway portal and includes covered bus layover space as well as pedestrian and bicycle amenities, will receive the APA Award for Planning Excellence & Implementation.

Metro in the Community
 

We continue to remain active in the many communities we serve. So far in this calendar year, Metro Volunteers have attended 75 public functions throughout the County, reaching over half a million people.
 

This past weekend, thousands of people lined Santa Monica Boulevard for the Christopher Street West Parade where staff and volunteers marched along with one of our newer 45-foot buses carrying our "Ride with Pride" banner. We also participated in the "Getting to Know Your Community" workshop held at the East LA Civic Center.
 

As we near the end of the fiscal year, we are planning to promote our transit services at several upcoming significant community events including the Hollywood Economic Development Summit on June 24, 2010 and the Gold Line Foothill Extension Groundbreaking on June 26, 2010. Later in the summer, we will once again participate in the annual extreme action sports X Games July 29, 2010 to August 1, 2010, which are being held at the LA Coliseum. 
Expo Construction Notices
1. Nightly Lane Closures on La Brea Avenue 
This is an updated construction notice regarding temporary nightly lane closures near the intersection of La Brea Avenue and Exposition Boulevard.  The nightly closures have been ongoing since the end of April and are expected to continue through July 15, 2010.
What: 


Temporary lane closures for street improvements
When: 

Ongoing through July 15, 2010
Nighttime work hours:
   Monday through Thursday, 9:00 p.m. to 5:30 a.m. 

Friday, 11:00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m.
Where: 

Construction crews will be working on La Brea Avenue, from Exposition Boulevard to Jefferson Boulevard; and on the northeast corner of Jefferson Boulevard.
Traffic Impacts: 
· Northbound traffic on La Brea Avenue will be maintained at all times but will be narrowed to one lane. No left turns onto Jefferson Boulevard will be allowed. 
· Southbound traffic on La Brea Avenue will be maintained at all times but will be narrowed to one lane.
· Eastbound and Westbound traffic on Jefferson Boulevard will not be impacted.
· Directional signage, electronic message boards and flaggers will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.
· Local access will be maintained for all businesses and residents.
Advisories: Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone. Obey all posted construction signs.   

2. Temporary Overnight Closures of Jefferson and National Boulevards

This is an updated construction notice regarding temporary overnight closures of Jefferson and National Boulevards.  The nightly closures have been ongoing since May and are expected to continue through July 15, 2010.
What:     Temporary overnight closures of Jefferson Boulevard and National Boulevard in the City of Los Angeles 

When:    Ongoing through July 15, 2010 (Monday through Friday Only)

              9:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m. (Night Work Only)

                              

Where:   Intersection of Jefferson Boulevard and National Boulevard
Traffic Impacts:  

· Westbound traffic on Jefferson Boulevard (which turns into westbound National Boulevard) will be detoured to southbound La Cienega Boulevard, to westbound Rodeo Road, to northbound Hayden Avenue and back to westbound National Boulevard.
· Eastbound traffic on National Boulevard (which turns into eastbound Jefferson Boulevard) will be detoured to southbound Jefferson Boulevard, to eastbound Rodeo Road, to northbound La Cienega Boulevard and back to eastbound Jefferson Boulevard.
· Directional signage, electronic message boards and flaggers will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.
· Local access will be maintained for all residents.
Advisories: 
· Mitigation measures will be implemented, such as monitoring noise levels to insure the work performed is within the necessary compliance levels and installing sound blankets if required to buffer any noise that may impact the surrounding community.
· Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs 
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