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House Panel Approves Fiscal Year 2011 Transportation, Housing Spending Bill – Measure Includes Funds For Positive Train Control Systems

Today, the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing and Urban Development approved, by voice vote, its Fiscal Year 2011 spending bill.  According to the subcommittee, the bill would, if enacted into law, provide $79.4 billion for the Department of Transportation in total budgetary resources, including money from transportation trust funds and net rescissions. Please find attached a listing of all Los Angeles County transportation earmarks. In a welcome development, the subcommittee provided $75 million for state-of-the-art technology to prevent train collisions (which is $25 million more than the funds authorized under The Rail Safety Improvement Act of 2008).  During the markup of the legislation, Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard, a member of the subcommittee, remarked: “I thank Subcommittee Chairman John Olver (D-MA) for honoring my request to fund the positive train control program.”  We thank Congresswoman Roybal-Allard and members of the Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation who pushed hard to include rail safety funding in this bill. Congresswoman Roybal-Allard’s leadership is appreciated by all those transportation stakeholders, locally and nationally, who want to ensure that our rail lines are operated in the safest possible manner.

New Transit Fares Implemented Today

Today, TV stations KTLA (5) and KRCA (62) (Spanish language) interviewed Media Relations staff regarding the new fare changes. We noted that half our customers will see no fare change – fares for seniors, students, the disabled and Medicare recipients stay at current levels until 2013 thanks to Measure R. We also noted this is only our third fare increase in the past 15 years, and our fares for regular riders will still be among the lowest of any major transit property in the nation. The agency was facing a historic operating deficit because of the economic downtown, but pains were taken to severely cut administrative expenses and eliminate more than 500 non-contract and contract positions this fiscal year to help plug the deficit. Stories will air today.   

Incident on Blue Line Wednesday Night Results in Fatality

Last night, a pedestrian described as an African-American male in his 40s fell or stepped onto tracks as a northbound Blue Line train approached Flower Street south of Venice at approximately 9:39 p.m. The victim was struck and killed at the scene. The three-car train was en route to 7th Street Metro Center station from Long Beach Transit Mall. Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD) rescue units arrived on scene. The LA County Sherriff Department evacuated some 100 passengers, who were interviewed and transferred to another train to continue to their destinations. Both tracks were closed at 10:10 p.m. while an LAFD crane was positioned to lift the train in order to remove the body. That effort took approximately 45 minutes. A bus bridge was requested from Pico to Grand stations. LAFD spokesman Brian Humphries gave reports to Associated Press, City News Service, and radio news outlets, KNX, KFWB and KFI. The incident reports were expected to generate news reports throughout last night and today. 

Wilshire Bus Rapid Transit Public Hearings
 

Public hearings for the Draft Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Assessment (EIR/EA) for the Wilshire Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Project concluded last night. Over 100 people attended the hearings with 46 people speaking and 11 turning in written comments. The hearings were sponsored jointly with the City of Los Angeles and the County of Los Angeles, who are partners with us on this effort. Elected officials who were represented at the hearings include U.S. Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard, and Los Angeles City Councilmembers Paul Koretz, Tom La Bonge and Bill Rosendahl. The Korea Daily, Korea Times and JBC AM 1234 covered the hearings.
 

The public comment period on the Draft EIR/EA runs through July 26, 2010. We anticipate going to the Board to consider the Wilshire BRT in October 2010, followed by the Los Angeles City Council and County Board of Supervisors in November 2010. If approved, work could begin as early as December 2010. The project is funded largely through the Federal Transit Administration's Very Small Starts Program and also includes matching funds from the City of Los Angeles and our Agency. If implemented, the Wilshire BRT Project would create curbside peak hour bus lanes along Wilshire Boulevard from just west of downtown to the Santa Monica City line at Centinela Avenue. The segment of Wilshire Boulevard within the City of Beverly Hills is not included in this project but could be added in the future. The project also includes some curb lane improvements along significant portions of Wilshire Boulevard. The Wilshire corridor is the heaviest used transit corridor in the Metro system with over 80,000 bus boardings per day. 
Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor Project Streetscape Design Workshops

We hosted two Streetscape Design Workshops for the Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor Project on Tuesday, June 22, 2010 and Wednesday, June 30, 2010. Approximately 100 community members attended both workshops which focused on the Park Mesa Heights segment of the corridor between 48th and 59th Streets, and the segment between Exposition Boulevard and 39th Street, respectively. At each workshop, our design team provided a presentation on streetscape design, and attendees participated in a visioning exercise. The purpose of these workshops was to share ideas and hear from the community on streetscape, landscape, and urban design concepts for these two sections of the Crenshaw/LAX project and to analyze the proposed light rail in an at-grade configuration as part of the environmental review process. Key themes raised by community members included safety, noise and vibration, parking at stations, recreational amenities, integration of job development with transit and preservation of cultural heritage.
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