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Board Director Ridley-Thomas Holds New Starts Forum

Today, Director Ridley-Thomas convened a community forum on the subject of New Ideas for New Starts: Equity Considerations and Federal Transit Funding. Some 100 community activists and representatives of elected officials participated. They heard from the Director, Congresswoman Judy Chu, Senator Alan Lowenthal, Inglewood Mayor Pro-tem Daniel Tabor and others about the importance of the Los Angeles community having a voice in how the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) should revise its criteria for New Starts funding decisions. The audience offered a number of suggestions that Supervisor Ridley-Thomas will convey to the FTA in response to their request for input. Separately, MTA staff will be offering a response. After the forum, Deputy CEO Paul Taylor was interviewed by the Los Angeles Times about the history of federal funding of MTA projects, our current strategy for funding the rail projects under Measure R and 30/10. The newspaper is expected to run an article on the forum and federal funding next week.

Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2 Station Planning and Urban Design Workshops

We concluded the Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2 Station Planning and Urban Design Workshops yesterday. A total of four meetings were held in the cities of Montebello, Pico Rivera, South El Monte and Whittier.  

All the workshop participants had an opportunity to provide us with many creative ideas and express community sensitivities that may exist around the proposed stations for the State Route 60 Light Rail Transit (LRT) and Washington Boulevard LRT alternatives. Each workshop member participated in an interactive preference survey and was also given the opportunity to illustrate his/her vision for stations within each community.

  

Overall, we received constructive feedback that will help develop the Station Planning and Urban Design document for the Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2 study.
Westside/Central Governance Council July 14th Meeting Recap
The Westside/Central Governance Council held its regular meeting on July 14, 2010. The council received a briefing on Metro bus performance and trends for Metro Bus Lines within the Westside/Central area and for the Metro system. This included on-time performance, customer complaints, mechanical related road calls, accidents and ridership trends. Included in the briefing were actions being taken by us to improve performance. 

Members of the council were invited to join us in riding the bus lines within the Westside/Central service area that are proposed for cancellation in December. These proposals will be the subject of the public hearings the Council will hold in August.  

They also received an update on the Wilshire Bus Rapid Transit Draft Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Assessment, the work of the Blue Ribbon Committee and possible changes to Governance Council pages on the web. In their discussions, some Council representatives remarked about noticing that on many occasions, the incorrect color of bus was assigned. For example, poppy colored buses operating on Rapid routes and vice versa. They requested for staff to look into this. The council also asked about how customers are notified of bus detours, and were given a brief explanation. They also asked staff to investigate alternate meeting locations that would be closer to the center of transit ridership for the Westside/Central council. And finally, a certificate of appreciation was presented to Council Representative Glenn Rosten, marking the conclusion of his two years as chair of the Council.
Expo Construction Notice
This notice is regarding construction activities scheduled for this weekend along Flower Street and Washington Boulevard.
What:         Removal/replacement of existing train tracks and foundation on San Pedro Street, and installation of Overhead Catenary Traction Power System (OCS)

When:        Continuous Weekend Work Hours: 
                  9:00 p.m. Friday, July 16, 2010 through 5:00 a.m. Monday, July 19, 2010 

Where:       Construction activities will take place on the Metro Blue Line and Exposition Light Rail Transit right-of-way, and at Washington Boulevard and San Pedro Street.
Traffic Impacts:  

· 
Southbound traffic on Flower Street and northbound and southbound traffic on San Pedro Street will be reduced to one lane in each direction.

· 
Eastbound and westbound traffic on Washington Boulevard will be reduced to one lane in each direction.
· 
There will be no full closures for this work.  
· 
Electronic message boards, directional signage and flagmen will be used to safely direct drivers and pedestrians around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic. 
Advisories:
· 
Metro Blue Line trains will not operate north of Washington Station. However, buses will be used to transport passengers between Washington Station and 7th St./Metro Center.
· 
Metro Blue Line commuters, local businesses and the driving public will be notified through supplementary written notifications, website updates, press releases and notices on buses and trains as the work progresses.

· 
Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs.

 

Procurement Postings

I-605 Congestion “Hot Spots” Feasibility Analysis & Project Study Reports

Procurement will release a Request for Proposals (RFP No. PS4603-2582) next week to procure a Feasibility Analysis and Project Study Report for the I-605 Congestion “Hot Spot” areas. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from July 21, 2010 through September 23, 2010.

The services include the preparation of a comprehensive feasibility analysis and project study report for the congestion “hot spot” areas along the I-605 Freeway.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Calvin S. Rascoe, Senior Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-7326.

Facility Lamps and Ballasts

Procurement will release an Invitation for Bids (IFBs) next week to procure facility lamps and ballasts for all Metro buildings. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from July 22 15, 2010 through October 30, 2010.

The facility lamps and ballasts are used to repair and maintain the lights in the Metro buildings. Award of a contract will provide a commitment from the supplier to ensure availability at a fixed, competitive price.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by contract Tanya Allen, Procurement Planning Administrator, at (213) 922-1018.

Communication Equipment for Customer Information Systems 

Procurement will release an Invitation for Bid (IFB) next week to procure communication equipment systems for the Gold Line Foothill Extension and Exposition Line Phase II.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from July 21, 2010 to September 17, 2010.

This procurement will utilize an Indefinite Quantity Indefinite Delivery method to procure equipment for the two Construction Authorities for future rail construction projects still to be designed.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Lily Lopez, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-4639.

Upcoming CEO Meetings and Events
Next week I will be meeting with Chair Knabe, Directors Yaroslavsky, Ridley-Thomas, Robinson, Fasana, Antonovich and Villaraigosa. I will also be meeting with Assemblymember Blumenfield and attending the Metro Rail 20th Anniversary Event and the Los Angeles Area Chamber Pancakes and Politics Breakfast featuring “The State of L.A. County: Report from Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky”. I am also scheduled to attend the South Bay Cities Council of Governments July Board Meeting and I’ll be speaking on a panel at the Los Angeles Economic Development Corporation Mid-Year Forecast Event.
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