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· I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project

· Metro Blue Line Florence Station Closed This Weekend
· Expo Construction Notice

House and Senate Act on Transportation Spending Bills
Yesterday, the House Committee on Appropriations conducted a full committee markup of the Transportation and Housing appropriations bill for Fiscal Year 2011, as did the U.S. Senate Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee on Transportation and Housing. The House bill provided $45.2 billion in highway spending, which is $4.1 billion above the amount appropriated last year. The bill also provided $11.3 billion for transit, which is $500 million above the amount appropriated last year. In a welcome development, the bill provides $75 million for Positive Train Control Systems, which is $25 million more than the amount appropriated last year. The Senate bill, similar to the House bill, boosts spending for highway and transit accounts. The Senate bill also dramatically increases funding for Positive Train Control, providing $150 million for grants to invest in railroad safety technology. In addition, the Senate bill includes funding for two grants programs: one is designed to assist transportation agencies improve their models and better coordinate transportation and housing forecasts ($200 million); a second grant program is designed to assist transit agencies make investments to reduce their energy consumption or greenhouse gas emissions ($100 million). Tomorrow, the full Senate Committee on Appropriations is expected to take up the transportation spending bill for Fiscal Year 2011.  Following the Senate markup, I look forward to providing the Board a full listing of all programs and projects funded through both the House and Senate transportation spending bills.

Federal Transit Administration Issues “State of Good Repair Report”

A new report issued today by the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) puts the price tag of bringing America’s rail and bus systems into a state of good repair at $77.7 billion. The report, which was initiated at the request of U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood, concludes that over $14 billion is needed annually to maintain our nation’s rail and bus systems in a state of good repair. Upon release of the report, Secretary LaHood made the following comments, “Transit remains one of the safest forms of transportation, but this report shows the clear need to reinvest in our bus, subway and light rail systems. As a nation, we must lead when it comes to infrastructure development and commit ourselves to rebuilding America.”  For your review, please find attached a link to the FTA National State of Good Repair Assessment Report. I have asked the appropriate staff at Metro to carefully review this report and promptly provide feedback to me on its findings.

http://www.fta.dot.gov/documents/National_SGR_Study_072010(2).pdf.  

CEO Art Leahy 30/10 Interview on KNX Business Hour Today

Following today’s Economic Development Corporation Mid-year Forecast event in downtown Los Angeles, I did a phone interview with KNX radio regarding the 30/10 initiative and what it will mean in terms of construction and job creation for the region. I stressed that thanks to Measure R, $35 to $40 billion dollars will be generated over the next 30 years and with the 30/10 initiative, many transportation and highway projects can be advanced and built in the next 10 years instead of 30 years with the support of the federal government. 

I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project

The Los Angeles Times plans to run a story on demolition efforts on Sunset Bridge in West Los Angeles as part of the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project. The reporter interviewed key project staff on engineering aspects of bridge demolition, bridge history and related construction and traffic impacts. Staff reported that demolition will only occur during night-time hours, and that the bridge will be reopened during day-time hours for traffic. The agency has prepared City and Caltrans-approved detours for all phases of planned demolition work. Traffic control officers will help guide motorists through detours. The story is expected to run Friday.
Metro Blue Line Florence Station Closed This Weekend

Media Relations issued a news release today noting that beginning at 8:00 p.m. on Friday, July 23, through Sunday, July 25, 2010 the Metro Blue Line Florence Station will be closed due to systems maintenance and track replacement at the Florence Avenue crossing. Metro customers will experience up to 20 minutes delays between the Florence and Firestone stations. Metro Blue Line passengers traveling south from Los Angeles to the Florence Station will need to continue their trip to the Firestone Station and then take the shuttle bus back to the Florence Station. For those traveling northbound to the Florence Station, they will need to get off the train at the Firestone Station and take the shuttle bus to the Florence Station. Metro buses will run every 20 minutes between each Metro Rail station. The bus stops will be located as close to the stations as possible along both sides of the tracks.

Link to News Release: http://www.metro.net/news/simple_pr/metro-blue-line-florence-station-close-weekend-due/
Expo Construction Notice

This is the latest construction notice regarding upcoming lane closures necessary for street reconstruction on National Boulevard.

What:
Temporary closure of westbound lanes on National Boulevard, from Hayden Avenue to Schaefer Street, in Culver City

When:
Monday, July 26, 2010 through Tuesday, August 31, 2010

Weekday Work Hours: 
Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Weekend Work Hours: 
Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.





Sunday, 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Traffic Impacts:  
· National Boulevard will remain open to through traffic for the duration of this construction activity.  However, eastbound and westbound traffic will be reduced to one lane in each direction.

· Directional signage and electronic message boards will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.

· Local access will be maintained for all residents and businesses.
Advisories: 

· Mitigation measures will be implemented, such as monitoring noise levels to ensure the work performed is within the necessary compliance levels and installing sound blankets if required to buffer any noise that may impact the surrounding community.

· Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs 
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