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Metro Celebrates 20 years of Rail

Today, Chair Knabe and I joined Metro officials, labor, business and community leaders to mark the 20th anniversary of Metro Rail in Los Angeles County. The event took stock of how the expanding network of light rail and subway lines is, literally, changing the urban landscape and transforming LA from the car capital of the world back to the transit capital it once was. An historical timeline, time capsule, memorabilia from LA’s rich transit history, including fossils and other artifacts unearthed during subway construction were showcased, along with updates on joint development around rail stations. Media attending the event included: Los Angeles Times, Downtown News, Sing Tao Newspaper, KFWB-KNX Radio and TV stations 2/9, 7, 34, 35 and KBS-TV and TVK24 (both Korean) and the Blogdowntown site. Stories are expected to run today and tomorrow. Click here to view our news release. http://www.metro.net/news/simple_pr/more-1-billion-riders-metro-rail-20th/
Metro Responds to Rail Critics

Responding to an LA Times story today which noted rail critics claiming that despite mass transit spending over the last 20 years ridership is down, CEO Art Leahy told a reporter with the LA Times this morning that the rail critics’ claims are based on a false premise. It was noted that there is no debate about bus vs. rail because this region needs both. It was noted that a lot has changed since 1985. For example, Foothill Transit was formed in 1988 and took over much of the service we provided in the San Gabriel Valley. Metrolink was born in 1992, and municipal operators over the years have added thousands of revenue service hours to their operation. I pointed out to the reporter that it doesn’t matter what logo is on the side of the bus and train, together they all function as one in transporting hundreds of thousands of people to their destinations each day. Also stressed was the fact that we have to have a transportation network that offers alternatives. Also highlighted was the 30/10 initiative that will expand our system over the next ten years and that the rail system in LA County has already changed the landscape of the region through various joint development projects bringing people to transit. These comments may be included in a follow-up story over the weekend in the paper noting today’s 20th Anniversary Celebration of Metro Rail. 
Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2 Public Scoping Report is Now Available for You to Review
The Public Scoping Report (Report) for the Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2 is available for review on the Project’s website: http://www.metro.net/projects/eastside_phase2/scoping-report-june-2010/. The Scoping Period was an 80-day timeframe which began on January 25, 2010 and ended on April 14, 2010 which encompassed us hosting five meetings - one agency scoping meeting at Metro Headquarters and four public meetings within the project area. In addition to scoping meetings, we also participated in various city and community events as requested to enhance the outreach effort and increase project awareness.
The executive summary, main report and supporting appendices are posted individually as PDF files to make it easy to navigate and print for the reader. The report summarizes the project, provides documentation of the notification and scoping meetings as well as comments received from both the public and government agencies.
In January 2010, the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) began preparing the Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIS/EIR) for the Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2 Project. To initiate this effort, the general public and government agencies were notified of the proposed project and invited to provide input on the alternatives under consideration and the environmental evaluation process during the official Scoping Period.  
 
To inform the general public, we are planning to hold two public open houses in September to present the Scoping Report and to provide an update on the ongoing technical work being completed as part of the environmental analysis.  
Recap of the Citizen's Advisory Council Meeting
On July 21, 2010 a general assembly meeting of our Citizen's Advisory Council (CAC) was held. Neil Bjornsen and Jerard Wright were elected Chair and Vice Chair, respectively. Tony Banash has been designated interim secretary until elections for that position are held later this year. The council received an update on the Customer Code of Conduct and Transit Court proposal from Chief Ethics Officer Karen Gorman. Also, Deputy Executive Officer/Operations Conan Cheung briefed the CAC on the recommendations of the Blue Ribbon Committee that are going to the Board. CAC members are appointed by our Board and meet twice a month to discuss, research and forward recommendations on transportation programs and projects.
I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project

Several media outlets have inquired today about night-time demolition activities planned for Sunset Bridge, including KTLA 5, KCBS/KCAL 2/9, KFI and KPCC following the article that ran in today’s Los Angeles Times. Media Relations has briefed reporters on project details, demolition plans and motorist detours. Other media outlets are expected to do stories later today and this evening.

Please find enclosed our latest construction notice regarding overnight closures of La Cienega Boulevard beginning next week.
What:
Temporary overnight closures of La Cienega Boulevard at Jefferson Boulevard
When:
July 26, 2010 through August 7, 2010 


Nighttime Work Hours:  Monday through Friday, 9:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m.

Traffic Impacts:  

The following detours will be in effect and traffic will be directed to follow all 

appropriate detour signs—

· Northbound traffic on La Cienega Boulevard will be detoured at Rodeo 


Road.

· Southbound traffic on La Cienega Boulevard will be detoured at Jefferson 


Boulevard.
· Directional signage and electronic message boards will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.
· Local access will be maintained for all residents.
Advisories: 

· Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times.
· Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs 
Procurement Postings for Next Week
Food Service Operator

Procurement will release Request for Proposals (RFP) No. PS10643059 next week to procure a Food Services Operator for the Metro Cafeteria. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from July 27, 2010 through September 30, 2010.

The Metro Union Station Gateway (USG) headquarters building contains a full service cafeteria and within walking distance, a smaller cafeteria at the Metro Support Services Center (MSSC) located at 900 Lyon Street. The purpose of the RFP is to solicit proposals for the provision of cafeteria, catering and vending machine services (vending machines at USG building only) to these facilities. The existing cafeterias have been in operation for ten years.  

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Jean Belvin, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-1041.

Heavy Duty Lifts

Listed below is the required information for a planned procurement in accordance with CEO Daily Brief Procurement Notification.  

Procurement will release an Invitation for Bid (IFB) next week to procure goods and services. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from July 26, 2010 through September 7, 2010.
This procurement is to purchase eight heavy duty four post truck lifts and to have them installed at eight different locations. These will replace current lifts that do not have the lifting capacity that is now required.  

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Ruth DeWitt, Contract Administrator at (213) 922-1076.

Upcoming CEO Meetings and Events

Next week I will be attending the APTA 2010 Sustainability and Public Transportation Workshop in New York and I will be participating in the CEO’s All Hands Meeting.
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