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· metro.net Upgrades and Updates

Red Line Safety

Following up on yesterday’s release of the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) report on last summer’s fatal train collision in Washington, D.C. that was caused when the automatic signal system failed to detect a stopped train, the Associated Press (AP) has published an article. It summarizes the 40 conclusions and 34 recommendations in the NTSB report; MTA staff is analyzing those items in depth. Today, our staff produced a comparison of MTA's approach to the approach taken by Washington, D.C. before the accident.  [link]  The NTSB is urging other properties that use similar train detection systems including Los Angeles to replace them and in the meantime "to establish periodic inspection and maintenance procedures to examine all (similar) audio frequency track circuit modules to identify and remove from service any modules that exhibit pulse-type parasitic oscillation." The reporter was told that only segment 1 for the subway (downtown L.A.) has a similar system and Metro already is in the process of replacing it at a cost of $1.3 million. This should be accomplished within the next 12 months. We’ve been in touch with NTSB and they approve our efforts. Even before the Washington accident, Metro was in the process of replacing the equipment on segment 1 because the manufacturer, Alstom, said it was obsolete (technology had advanced and the manufacturer wouldn’t support the older system much longer). After the Washington accident, Alstom tested our system and it worked fine. We also did our own tests. And we also installed new software in rail control to detect any anomalies in track detection circuitry. 

http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/100728_WMATA_Article.pdf
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/100728_Comparison_AP_Issues.pdf
Media Update on Orange Line Extension Project

The Daily News is preparing a story on the status of the Metro Orange Line Extension project and interviewed construction staff today about the progress that has been made. Staff told the reporter that we have completed the final design and obtained approvals of the bridge over the Metrolink tracks at Lassen Street, constructed the north parking lot at the Chatsworth station, constructed a privacy fence at the Chatsworth Mobile Home Park and have completed lead and asbestos abatement on vacant structures with demolition work now taking place. In addition, construction work is underway of the underground utility work on Lassen Street and excavation and removal of contaminated soil will begin this week with plans to start excavation for busway construction set to begin in early 2011. The project is on schedule and on budget for an opening in the summer of 2012. The story may run later this week. 
Westside Subway Extension Reaches Out to Property Owners

This past Friday, the Westside Subway Extension project team sent letters to about 115 property owners along the alignments being evaluated in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR). This communication targeted owners whose properties are among multiple sites being considered at each location for station portals and/or for construction staging/lay-down areas for the project. The purpose is to give these owners an early notice that their properties are among those being considered for these purposes, and allow them an opportunity to contact staff to ask questions or seek clarification prior to the release of the Draft Environmental document. 

We anticipate releasing the Draft EIS/EIR for public review and comment next month.  Properties that are identified in that document will be informed in a more official manner at that time. We anticipate bringing staff recommendations on the Draft EIS/EIR to the Board of Directors in October. With Board direction, we would move into Final environmental review after that and through much of 2011. Decisions about the project to be built -- including portal and construction staging locations -- would be made by the Board at the conclusion of the Final EIS/EIR at which point formal negotiations with property owners could commence.

metro.net Upgrades and Updates

Creative Services recently completed several rebuild upgrades to metro.net (named Best Government Website by the LA Weekly earlier this year):
-- Twitter integration for ‘up-to-the-minute’ Service Alerts and ‘daily’ Construction Updates for I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvement Project. We have also spearheaded the syncing of the popular Twitter technology with other social tools (e.g. Facebook) which enable us to send information directly to our customers/stakeholders' mobile devices.     

-- New interactive maps have been produced for various sections of the website: Joint Development, Gold Line Foothill Extension, and 20 Years of Metro Rail.

-- Construction Notices have been converted to web pages for easier access -- allowing other websites to link to a construction notice and customers to access the info on their mobile device. This first implementation can be seen on the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvement Project. 

http://www.metro.net/around/
http://www.metro.net/projects/I-405/
http://www.metro.net/projects/joint_dev_pgm/
http://www.metro.net/projects/foothill-extension/
http://www.metro.net/about/20-years/
http://www.metro.net/projects/I-405/
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