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Draft FTA Response to MTA Request for Authorization of Local Provisions for P3010 LRV Procurement

Recently, we have been informed that the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) has prepared a draft response to our request for authorization to include four local provisions in our upcoming P3010 Light Rail Vehicle (LRV) procurement. The provisions, which were explained in our July 21, 2010 request (see copy attached), were developed with the intent to create employment opportunities in Los Angeles County and to promote improved air quality in the vehicle manufacturing process. The P3010 procurement will consist of a base order of 78 vehicles with options for an additional 157 vehicles to meet the needs of the transit projects included in our 30/10 Initiative, which has the major goal of creating new jobs in LA County to address significant unemployment and fiscal issues currently facing LA County.

http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/100721_DCarter_Ltr_LRV_Procurement.pdf
In discussions with FTA Headquarters staff, our federal legal advisor in Washington, D.C. has learned that a draft response to our request for the four provisions has been prepared and that it reflects FTA Headquarters staff's thinking on the matter. The draft response is working its way through a review process that will include the FTA Administrator's office and possibly U.S. Department of Transportation Secretary's office because of potential implications regarding policy changes for the other modal administrations. Because of these reviews, it is hard to determine exactly when a final and more formal written response could be completed and sent to us.

The following summarizes what is in the draft FTA response so far regarding each of the four provisions for the LRV procurement:

1.  Local Hiring As A Factor In Evaluation:  FTA staff finds this provision to be the most problematic. They believe that such a provision is at odds with the basic federal procurement regulation for federally funded contracts that requires there be free and open competition. As they see it, such a provision would be "exclusionary and discriminatory". Therefore, the request for the provision would be difficult to approve.

2. Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) Project-Specific Goals: FTA staff appears to be open to the provision.  However, the FTA would need further justification for granting us an exception to the process (meaning justification for using project goals instead of annual ones for the manufacturer). The FTA also would request a listing of contracting opportunities for suppliers, manufacturers, etc., in the procurement to justify DBE project goals. 

3.  Certification Regarding Environmental Standards: FTA staff is indicating that the FTA would have no jurisdiction over a decision for using such a provision. The FTA might recommend that we broach the issue with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

4.  100% Buy America: FTA staff also is indicating that they may not have a problem with what the MTA has proposed, although they would question if requiring 100% manufacture and assembly of the vehicles in the U.S. could be achieved practically. The FTA also indicates that we could have the flexibility to set the domestic content percentage at less than 100%.

We will continue to provide updates on the FTA response to our request as soon as we receive any further news from Washington, D.C.

2009 Long Range Transportation Plan – Supplement 1 – Strategic Plan
Supplement 1 to the 2009 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), adopted by the Board in May 2010, is now available to the public. This Supplement identifies additional Strategic Plan projects identified by the sub-regional Councils of Governments. The Strategic Plan includes promising and regionally significant highway and transit projects that could be implemented if additional funding becomes available. The Supplement is now posted on metro.net. Hard-copies are in production and will be available in September. Copies will be distributed to Board members and will be available upon request by contacting the LRTP Hotline at (213) 922-2833 or metroplan@metro.net.

Metro Releases “Go Metro-Los Angeles” iPhone Application

Communications has released a mobile transit application for iPhone and iPod Touch devices. The “Go Metro – Los Angeles” application can be downloaded free from the iTunes store. 

Customers can use the application to plan their daily commute or find new convenient routes to a variety of destinations such as shopping, schools or entertainment. The application is integrated with Google Maps to locate the nearest bus or rail service based on the iPhone’s GPS location. Customers can also get basic information including fares, maps and timetables, and read The Source and service updates.

We are releasing this initial version, Build 1.0, to solicit customer feedback and comments to improve the application. Customers may use an online form to give Metro staff comments and feedback for application improvement. “It’s important we include the customer in this process and we’re just getting started,” said Matt Raymond, Metro's Chief Communications Officer.
While this Build 1.0 app is only available for iPhone and iPod Touch, Communications continues to build upon our growing family of mobile resources. Transit information is accessible on all mobile browsers via Metro’s mobile website – which has also recently been revamped and expanded to include Metro’s Next Trip (a web application), Metro Rapid Real Time Arrivals (a web application), Service Alerts via Twitter, and I-405 Daily Construction Updates (via Twitter).

http://www.metro.net/around/mobile-resources/iphone/
http://m.metro.net/
LA Times Article on Project Adjacent to Expo Alignment
Today's Los Angeles Times Calendar section featured an architecture review of Eric Owen Moss' Samitaur Tower at National Boulevard and Hayden Tract near the Expo Line alignment. To clarify, the tower is not part of the Expo project, it is an independent project inspired by the arrival of the new Metro Rail line in Culver City.  
National Magazine Recognizes Metro Communications

The three newest ridership promotion posters featuring Metro-accessible neighborhoods "through the eyes" of local artists have been awarded an Outstanding Achievement Award from HOW Magazine. The neighborhoods highlighted on the posters include Little Tokyo, Expo Park/USC and Gardena and will be featured in an upcoming issue of HOW Magazine. The artists (Shizu Saldamando, Stas Orlovoski and Jonathan Anderson) were commissioned by Creative Services and the posters are installed in the Metro system through October 2010. This is the 8th significant award for this popular series which can be viewed online.
As reported recently, several posters from this series are currently on display at the Pasadena Museum of California Art.
http://www.metro.net/about/art/projects/poster/
Expo Construction Notice

This is the latest Expo construction notice regarding a temporary traffic diversion on National Boulevard that is necessary for construction of the Venice/Robertson aerial structure.
 
When:
Thursday, September 9, 2010

Construction Work Hours:  8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Where:
National Boulevard between Washington Boulevard and Wesley Street, with traffic impacted from Wesley Street to Venice Boulevard
Traffic Impacts:  

· Westbound traffic will be diverted around construction zone, and left turns onto Washington Boulevard will be prohibited.

· Eastbound traffic will be narrowed to a single lane.

· Pedestrian traffic will continue to be diverted to the existing National Boulevard pedestrian detour.

· Flagmen and directional signage will be used to safely direct drivers and pedestrians around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic
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