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SCAG Regional Council Approves the 2011 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)

The 2011 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) approved by the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) Regional Council today includes $14.6 billion for over 1300 Los Angeles County transportation improvement projects. The TIP lists all transportation projects in Los Angeles County that are funded with federal funds and includes projects listed in the Long Range Transportation Plan, Measure R funded projects and all projects allocated funds through the Call for Projects. SCAG approved the 2011 TIP today and now it will be forwarded to Caltrans and then the Federal Highway Administration for review and final approval. Federal approval is scheduled for December 15, 2010. We are currently preparing for the first amendment to the 2011 TIP and agencies may submit their revisions or new projects to the 2011 TIP through the ProgramMetro TIP database. 

If you have any questions regarding the 2011 TIP please contact Avital Shavit at (213) 922-7518 or by e-mail at shavita@metro.net or Nancy Marroquin (213) 922-7237 or by e-mail at marroquinn@metro.net.

CALCOG Shares Announcement on Availability of Cal Fire FY10-11 Urban and Community Forestry Grants

 

The California Association of Councils of Governments (CALCOG) has informed us of the availability of State of California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) FY10-11 Urban and Community Forestry Grants, which may be of interest to some of our city and county Board members and their staffs. We are a member agency of CALCOG, which is a statewide association representing 35 regional planning agencies, and whose two primary activities are to provide public policy information and foster inter-governmental coordination with the state legislature, state agencies, the League of California Cities, California State Association of Counties (CSAC), California’s Congressional Delegation and federal officials.

 

CAL FIRE offers these grants to eligible applicants on an annual basis as funding permits. Funding for the grant programs varies from year to year and is based on the availability of Proposition-based bonds, federal grants from the U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service, State General Funds, and approval of State Budgets for each fiscal year. The grants are designed to create or implement projects that benefit urban forestry and urban greening efforts, and in particular, the grants may be for expanding urban forests and improving or enhancing urban forest management and knowledge. The grants also vary each year, so prospective applicants need to read the description of each grant to determine whether the proposed project meets the stated conditions.

 

The two websites listed below provide further information about the state grant programs for tree planting (Green Trees For The Golden State), tree inventories, urban forest management plans, urban forest education and innovative urban forestry projects (Leading Edge). A new program, Leafing Out, can fund any of these previous activities, but in smaller grant amounts. It is designed for communities and organizations that have less capacity or experience carrying out urban forestry projects.  

 
CAL FIRE’s Urban Forestry Program has endeavored to make these state grant offerings user-friendly by having a central procedural guide common to all of the offerings, with requests for proposals unique to each offering. The concept application is a PDF form, four pages in length and is submitted via email. CAL FIRE Regional Urban Foresters are available throughout the state to answer questions and provide technical assistance.  

 

All grant materials and a list of available Regional Urban Foresters by geographic area can be found at the following websites:

 
http://www.fire.ca.gov/resource_mgt/resource_mgt_urbanforestry.php 

http://www.ufei.org/grantinfo.lasso 

 

 Also, anyone interested in more information may contact:

John Melvin, State Urban Forester

CA Dept. of Forestry & Fire Protection

(916) 657-2289 Office

(916) 508-2767 Cell

(916) 653-8957 Fax                            

Mailing: P.O. Box 944246

Sacramento, CA 94244-2460               

Shipping: 1700 N. Market St., Ste. 105

Sacramento, CA  95834                      

www.fire.ca.gov , www.ufei.org            
Media Inquiry on the Regional Connector Project Draft EIS/R

The Downtown News has inquired about the Regional Connector Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Report (EIS/R) that will be released to the public Friday, September 3, 2010. The Regional Connector Project manager provided the reporter with an overview of the contents of the draft study, including the evaluation of several transit alternatives for completing the nearly two-mile gap in transit connections among Metro light rail services through Downtown Los Angeles. Staff reported that the draft study includes a recommendation for the Fully Underground Light Rail Transit as the Locally Preferred Alternative for the project. 

Following the 45-day public comment period, the Board will consider the project at its October board meeting. The recommendation is based on the technical analysis and strong community input and support. The project minimizes the need for transfers, reducing one-way light rail trips across the county by 10-20 or more. The story is expected to run in the paper’s Monday edition.

Media Inquiry on the Westside Subway Extension Project Draft EIS/R

The Los Angeles Times has inquired about the Westside Subway Extension Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Report (EIS/R) EIS/R. The Westside Subway Extension project team briefed the reporter on a range of issues related to the draft, including construction, traffic and environmental issues. Staff reported that the release of the draft study is a major milestone, and that the project is critically needed to help relieve current and forecasted congestion on the Westside. Transit travel times between Union Station and Westwood, for example, have been estimated at 25 minutes. The project enjoys overwhelming public support throughout the project area. The story is expected to run over the weekend.  
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