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I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project

Today Operating Engineers Local 12 reached a tentative agreement with Associated General Contractors. Kiewit Infrastructure Group, the prime contractor for the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project, is a member of this group. The tentative agreement ends a worker lock-out that affected the I-405 project for two weeks. Kiewit reports that operating engineers can now be re-dispatched to the project, with construction returning to full operation within a few days. The contractor says it does not anticipate the two-week strike will affect the ultimate delivery of the project.

SCAG Regional Council Recommends Lower Greenhouse Gas Reduction Targets to Air Resources Board

Yesterday, the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) Regional Council voted to recommend lower greenhouse gas emission reduction targets to the California Air Resources Board (CARB) than those that have been proposed by CARB staff for the Southern California region. The vote was in response to a report that will be considered by the CARB on September 23, 2010 and that recommends a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions from passenger vehicles of 8% by 2020 and 13% by 2035.  

The motion, passed by the Regional Council, supports a 6% reduction target in 2020 and 8% in 2035, and notes that if certain conditions are met, including restoration of state transportation and redevelopment budgets, then the Council would consider supporting higher targets.   

Pursuant to SB 375, the CARB must adopt regional greenhouse gas reduction targets for passenger vehicles by September 30, 2010. State law allows the metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs) to recommend a target for their region; however, the ultimate target will be determined by the CARB. Once the target is established, each of California’s MPOs will prepare a sustainable communities strategy as part of the their regional transportation plan that demonstrates how the region will meet its greenhouse gas reduction target through integrated land use, housing and transportation planning.
 

On September 16, 2010, SCAG will provide a report to the Ad Hoc Sustainability Committee on the Regional Council's recommendation and next steps in the target setting process. 
 

San Fernando Valley Governance Council Meeting

On Wednesday night, the San Fernando Valley Governance Council held its regular monthly meeting and received staff recommendations for proposed Metro Bus service changes in the San Fernando Valley for implementation in December 2010.


The Council approved the recommendations to cancel line 168 (West Hills - Pacoima via Lassen St. & Paxton Av.) and discontinue Rapid line 750 (Ventura Blvd. Rapid Bus) weekend service on Ventura Blvd. with enhancements to weekend local line 150 (Canoga Park - Universal City Sta. via Ventura Blvd.) But the Council denied the recommendation to make demonstration line 902 (Pacoima – North Hollywood Station via Van Nuys Blvd. & Burbank Blvd.) permanent. As such, Line 902 is scheduled to be cancelled in December 2010 and replaced with additional weekday peak period service on Line 233 (Lakeview Terrace - Sherman Oaks via Van Nuys Blvd.)


These actions by the SFV Governance Council, along with the actions from the other four Councils will be taken to the September Metro Board for their concurrence.

 
Additionally, the Council received staff reports on the northbound line 761/233 bus stop at Skirball Center, an update on the web-site for the Governance Councils and the Metro Customer Appreciation Awards.
Metro in the Community
Metro continues to be busy in the community as we near the end of the summer. We were at the EdVant Back To School Expo last Saturday and Sunday at the Los Angeles Convention Center. Staff and volunteers passed out information on transit safety and our county-wide Metro Bus and Metro Rail service. Families and students also toured one of our hybrid buses from Division 3 while we talked to them about how to stay safe near buses and trains. For the coming Labor Day weekend, transportation information tables will be set up at two other public events. On Saturday, we will be part of the FYF Fest, a celebration of independent music and cultural arts, staged at the Los Angeles State Historic Park across from our Chinatown Metro Gold Line Station. Then on Sunday, we will help observe the Salvadoran Independence Day in the plaza outside the Vermont-Santa Monica Metro Red Line Station.
Metro Orange Line Extension Project
The Metro Orange Line Phase II Canoga Extension Project team held a Community Briefing Thursday evening, September 2, 2010 at the LAPD facilities in Canoga Park. Approximately 70 people attended the meeting, which provided an update on construction activities and a preview of the station designs, landscaping, bikeway, and busway, as well as the opportunities for artwork on the station platforms. The presentation highlighted recent milestones and responded to questions from the public. There were no significant issues raised in the Question & Answer session. Representatives from the offices of Supervisor Mike Antonovich and Los Angeles Councilman Dennis P. Zine attended the meeting.  

Metro Orange Line Extension Project Construction Notices

Our Contractor continues to work on the excavation of boring pits to facilitate the undergrounding of the utilities on Lassen Street between the Owensmouth Avenue and Canoga Avenue. This activity requires the reconfiguration of traffic to one lane in each direction on Lassen Street and the placement of concrete barriers (k-rail) to isolate the work zone.  Please see attached notice for complete details.
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/100903_Lassen_St_construction_notice.pdf
Upcoming CEO Meetings and Events

Next week, a number of our Board Directors and I will be meeting individually with members of our Federal Advocacy Team, Manatt, Phelps & Phillips. I will also be meeting with Chair Knabe and attending the Metro Citizens Advisory Council Luncheon.
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