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· SCAG Seeks Demo Project Proposals for Compass Blueprint Program Funding and/or Technical Assistance
· I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project
· Westside Subway Extension Project 

· Metro vs. Tutor-Saliba-Perini Case
· Metro Red/Purple Line Trains To Operate on Reduced Speeds Due to Equipment Issues
· Traffic Stoppers: 12th Annual Diamond Awards Showcase Region’s Corporate Traffic-Busting Commuter Programs
· Adjustments to I-405 Construction Schedule for September 17, 2010

· Upcoming CEO Meetings and Events

SCAG Seeks Demo Project Proposals for Compass Blueprint Program Funding and/or Technical Assistance

The Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) has announced that there is an opportunity for cities, counties, sub-regions, Council of Governments (COGs) and County Transportation Commissions (CTCs) to provide demonstration project proposals seeking funding and/or technical assistance for the planning and/or implementation of activities that support its Compass Blueprint Program. The Compass Blueprint Program is a SCAG initiative developed to help Southern California communities build long-lasting partnerships and foster innovative transportation and land-use planning.  With the passage of Senate Bill 375, the "Sustainable Communities Strategy" legislation, the program this year is focusing on voluntary, local efforts that will contribute to developing and implementing strategies that support emerging sustainable communities and reduce regional vehicle miles traveled and greenhouse gas emissions. SCAG anticipates the award of a total of $2 million to $4 million to its member agencies in their six-county Southern California region, contingent on the number and quality of proposals received. Individual grant awards will range from $75,000 to $250,000, but proposals covering multi-jurisdictions could receive larger grant awards. Although encouraged, no local match is required. SCAG also encourages proposals to include planning and/or implementation activities that can be completed within one year from February 2011, which is the date that grant funds are expected to become available. Proposals should not exceed 10 pages and must be submitted by October 21, 2010 (no later than 5:00 PM). The application form, guidelines, selection criteria and additional program details may be found at http://www.compassblueprint.org/apply.  

http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/100917_SCAG_Compass_Selection_Criteria.pdf
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/100917_SCAG_Compass_Application_Instructions.pdf
I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project

The I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project contractor will be removing soil and will need to close the eastbound and westbound Santa Monica Freeway (I-10) connectors to the northbound I-405 tonight, September 17 from 11 p.m. until 6 a.m. Saturday.  Closures will continue on Monday, September 20, 2010 for two nights.  Emergency vehicle access will be maintained.  For daily closures, please visit us at Twitter, http://twitter.com/I_405.  Work is weather permitting and subject to change.  Visit the website for the latest project updates, www.metro.net/I-405        

Westside Subway Extension Project 

The Los Angeles Times has inquired about the Westside Subway Extension Project, community feedback and projected system ridership.  Staff reported that the project team has conducted numerous community meetings since the project’s inception, and while some communities have expressed concerns over aspects of the various alternatives under study, the project team has observed overwhelming public support for the project. Depending on which alternative is chosen, projections are that between 46,000 to 90,000 people will board the subway at the new stations on an average weekday. The project team has not yet made a recommendation for the Locally Preferred Alternative.  Following public input during the 45-day public hearing process, the project team will present the LPA for the Board’s consideration.  The story is expected to run on Monday in advance of the project’s first public hearing for the Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Report.  

Metro vs. Tutor-Saliba-Perini Case

Media Relations has issued its statement regarding the Tutor-Saliba-Perini case to the Daily News, which is expected to run a story over the weekend.

Metro Red/Purple Line Trains To Operate on Reduced Speeds Due to Equipment Issues

Media Relations has issued a news release reporting problems with Metro Red Line/Purple Line Service. Effective immediately all Metro Red and Purple Line trains traveling from Union Station to North Hollywood and Union Station to Wilshire/Western will operate on a 25 mile-per-hour speed limit due to unforeseen equipment issues. Patrons using the Metro Purple Line to Wilshire/Western can expect delays of 10 to 12 minutes. Patrons using the Metro Red Line to North Hollywood can expect service delays of 15 to 20 minutes until further notice. Our rail maintenance personnel is working to resolve the issue as soon as possible. We apologize for any inconvenience our riders may experience. For updates on service alerts, patrons can visit Metro’s web site at www.metro.net.
In addition reporter Scott Glover from Los Angeles Times requested information on the slow down of the Metro Red/Purple Line service due to material failure of one of the wheels. Staff explained that we discovered a problem with the casting on a wheel and decided to slow the trains down to 25 mph in order to check all wheels in the fleet of 104 cars, just to make sure our patrons are safe to ride the system. So far, 12 cars have been inspected and it seems the problem is isolated to one wheel. Staff also mentioned that the inspection process will continue through the weekend. A story will run later today and tomorrow in the LA Times web and print editions.
Traffic Stoppers: 12th Annual Diamond Awards Showcase Region’s Corporate Traffic-Busting Commuter Programs
Radio Station KFI interviewed Metro Commute Services regarding the Rideshare “Diamond Awards” handed out Wednesday to the region’s top performing corporate rideshare programs. Staff reported that the Diamond Awards encourages businesses to establish, continue and improve alternative transportation options and incentives and noted that the recent peak in alternatives to the single-occupancy vehicle mode of transportation may signal a turning point in relieving traffic congestion in Southern California.
Media Relations issued a news release following the program. KFI is expected to report and air the interview over the weekend.
Adjustments to I-405 Construction Schedule for September 17, 2010

In order to accommodate evening traffic traveling to Yom Kippur services in the Sepulveda Pass area, the I-405 project team has worked to adjust the closures for tonight, September 17, 2010. Tonight’s closures are listed below. During the last two weeks, the public has expressed appreciation for the team’s sensitivity during the Jewish High Holidays.  

1. Northbound Getty on-ramp open until 11:30 pm

2. Southbound Getty on-ramp open until 11:30 pm 

3. Southbound Getty off-ramp open all night

4. Southbound Skirball on-ramp open all night

5. Southbound Skirball off-ramp open until 9:30 pm

6. Northbound Skirball off-ramp open until 9:30 pm

7. Northbound Skirball on-ramp open until 11:30 pm

8. Skirball Bridge will remain open and accessible with a lane of traffic in each direction from 9 pm to 6 am

9. Northbound 405 freeway # 1 lane near Skirball Bridge closed at 10 pm

10.  Northbound 405 freeway # 2 lane near Skirball Bridge closed at 11 pm

11. Northbound Moraga off-ramp open all night

12. Northbound Moraga on-ramp open all night

Upcoming CEO Meetings and Events

Next week, I will be attending the El Monte Station Groundbreaking and participating in the Bus Roadeo News Media Day.  I will also be meeting with Chair Knabe and Director Huizar.
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