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· LA Weekly Preparing Article on Westside Subway Extension

· Bus Riders Union Hold Press Conference Today Protesting Service Cuts
· Skirball Bridge Traffic Reconfiguration Planned for September 21 Through September 23
· Expo Construction Notice

LA Weekly Preparing Article on Westside Subway Extension

On Thursday, the LA Weekly is expected to publish an article on the Westside subway extension project. A reporter contacted Media Relations over the weekend and posed some negative questions based on what he was told by “a couple of very knowledgeable sources” who said that it would cost $5,000 per rider to maintain the subway to the sea; only two-percent of Los Angeles County residents use public transit; and allegedly, only the Metro Blue Line has reached ridership numbers predicted in the Environmental Impact Reports (EIRs). Spokesman Marc Littman rebutted all of these points and others. He noted that the cost of maintaining and operating the extension would actually range between $1.50 and $4.50 per rider, depending on the alternative the Board chooses. He also noted that just over six-percent of work commuters use public transit, but it is higher in certain corridors. For example, in the Wilshire Corridor, 20-percent use public transit. Even this relatively small share of work trips makes a huge difference, as evidenced by abysmal traffic during transit strikes. Conversely, Littman noted the 1984 Olympic experience where vehicle trips were reduced by just a small number that made the freeways flow freely for two weeks. He also noted that in 2035, bus speeds in the Wilshire Corridor will slow to eight to 11 miles-per-hour, but subway riders could breeze from Union Station to UCLA in 25 minutes, an attractive alternative for drivers. Littman also noted that it took about two decades for the Metro Blue Line to achieve its full ridership potential and the other projects not only are much newer, but the original EIRs did not anticipate Measure R and 30/10 and what the impact of expanding the Metro system would have on ridership. Moreover, the LA Weekly sources cannot predict future gas prices and how they may affect ridership nor development around the rail stations and other factors. 

     

Bus Riders Union Hold Press Conference Today Protesting Service Cuts

At 2:30 p.m. today, the Bus Riders Union (BRU) held a press conference by their headquarters at Wilshire and Western urging Board members to “halt proposed major cuts in bus service in Los Angeles County.” At Thursday’s Board meeting, directors are scheduled to consider a series of TIER I bus service changes (Operations Report #9). Media Relations and Scheduling staff are giving reporters context noting that the proposed service reductions call for eliminating duplication of service and cutting underperforming lines, but the total reduction in December is less than four-percent of total service. Other transit properties have cut significantly more service in this economic downtown, which also has forced us to eliminate more than 500 non-contract and Operations jobs this fiscal year.    
Skirball Bridge Traffic Reconfiguration Planned for September 21 Through September 23

Starting today, the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project contractor will reconfigure the traffic along the Skirball Bridge. The purpose of this work is to modify the traffic along the Skirball Bridge in order to maintain access and traffic during the reconstruction of the bridge. Traffic lanes will get re-striped to maintain a total of three lanes along the bridge during the upcoming reconstruction, two lanes westbound and one lane eastbound. K-rail (concrete barriers) will get placed on the center of the bridge to separate the traffic from the work zone. In addition, the southbound Skirball off-ramp will get reduced to one lane. The nighttime work activity to reconfigure the traffic is anticipated to take place over two nights. During the course of this work, the Skirball Bridge will be closed from 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. The southbound Skirball on-and-off ramps will be closed from 7:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.
What to Expect:
· Skirball Center Drive from Sepulveda Boulevard to the northbound Skirball off-ramp will be closed from 10:00 p.m. to 
6:00 a.m.
· After the completion of this work activity, there will be a total of three lanes along the bridge for the upcoming 
reconstruction, two lanes westbound and one lane eastbound. This configuration will remain in place throughout the 
demolition and reconstruction of the north half of the Skirball Bridge, approximately seven months.
· The southbound Skirball on-and-off ramps will be closed from 7:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.
· Emergency vehicle access will be maintained.
· Please note that the work is weather permitting and subject to change.
· For latest updates visit our website at www.metro.net/I-405 or follow us on twitter.twitter.com/_405.
Expo Construction Notice
As part of the construction of the Expo Line project, work crews will intermittently stop traffic on Washington

Boulevard at National Boulevard for construction of the Venice/Robertson Aerial Structure. Construction will take place on Thursday, September 23 and Friday, September 24, 2010 between 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  
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