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· FTA Approves $23 Million in Federal Grants for Miscellaneous Projects Countywide 
· FHWA Approves $25.7 Million in CMAQ Funds for ExpressLanes Project and CTC Approves Related LONP Request for State Funding 
· Assembly Committee on High-Speed Rail to Host Hearing in Metro Board Room
· Speaker Emeritus Karen Bass and Senator Curren Price to Host a Small Business Orientation and Certification Workshop 
· ARB, Supported by the MTA Board, Adopts Targets to Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

· News Release Regarding Metro Blue Line/Expo Line Construction Update
· Metro Orange Line Extension Construction Notice
· CEO Upcoming Meetings & Events

FTA Approves $23 Million in Federal Grants for Miscellaneous Projects Countywide 
This week, the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) awarded a total of $23 million in federal funds to MTA and various Los Angeles County sub-recipients to implement various operating and capital projects. Under the Job Access and Reverse Commute (JARC) Program and the New Freedom (NF) Program, the FTA approved about $17.9 million to implement projects that the Board of Directors approved at the June 24, 2010 meeting. The FTA also approved about $5.1 million in federal funds from the Section 5309 Bus and Bus Facilities Program in response to grant applications and amendments that we had submitted on behalf of several agencies countywide. Attached are charts that list the individual grant awards by federal program, project and recipient agency. We will be notifying all agencies of their grant awards and coordinating the receipt of funding with them. 
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/100924_FTA_Grant_Awards.pdf
FHWA Approves $25.7 Million in CMAQ Funds for ExpressLanes Project and CTC Approves Related LONP Request for State Funding 

On Monday, September 20, 2010, we received Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) approval of $ 25.7 million in Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement (CMAQ) funds for the Construction of the ExpressLanes project. When completed, the project will improve mobility and provide congestion relief on the I-10 and I-110 freeways by introducing congestion pricing with the conversion of High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) Lanes to High Occupancy Toll (HOT) Lanes on the I-10 and the I-110 Freeways. This federal approval came before the California Transportation Commission (CTC) considered our request for approval of $20 million in Proposition 1B State and Local Partnership Program (SLPP) funds for the ExpressLanes project at their September 22-23, 2010 meeting. At that meeting, the CTC did not approve our SLPP funding request because the lack of a State Budget prevents further bond sales that would provide the requested SLPP funding. However, the CTC did approve a Letter of No Prejudice (LONP) request for the SLPP funding, which we submitted in anticipation of the State Budget problem. With this CTC approval of our LONP request, we can now award a Design/Build/Operate/Maintain contract for the project and be eligible for reimbursement of SLPP funds when they become available.
Assembly Committee on High-Speed Rail to Host Hearing in Metro Board Room

Recently appointed as Chair of the Select Committee on High Speed Rail for California, Cathleen Galgiani, will be hosting a committee hearing on Friday, October 1st from 9:00 a.m. to noon in the Metro Board Room. The California High-Speed Rail Authority recently entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with the country of Belgium to continue sharing high speed rail planning and development information. This committee hearing will include a presentation by the Belgium delegation on their High Speed Rail Network and how California can learn from their system.
Speaker Emeritus Karen Bass and Senator Curren Price to Host a Small Business Orientation and Certification Workshop 

Speaker Emeritus Karen Bass and Senator Curren Price will be hosting a Small Business Orientation and Certification Workshop in the Metro Board Room on Tuesday, September 28, 2010 from 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. The session includes certification programs, vendor registration, contract "look aheads" and other information. Our procurement staff will conduct one-on-one interviews with firms when available during the workshops. Speaker Emeritus Bass and Senator Price will also be on hand to answer any questions regarding the Legislature's efforts to get Californians working again.
ARB, Supported by the MTA Board, Adopts Targets to Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

Yesterday, the California Air Resources Board (ARB) adopted greenhouse gas reduction targets for passenger vehicles for the state’s 18 Metropolitan Planning Organizations pursuant to the requirements of SB 375. For the Southern California region, the ARB approved a per-capita reduction in greenhouse gas emissions of 8% by 2020 and 13% by 2035, with the 2035 target conditioned on further discussions with the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG).   

The MTA Board adopted a motion in support of these targets yesterday, prior to final action by the ARB. We have taken significant actions to support the implementation of SB 375 and to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from transportation.  The Board’s vote reflects our continued commitment to work in partnership with SCAG, sub-regional agencies, cities and other stakeholders to create more sustainable communities.  

The adoption of targets is a major milestone in the implementation of SB 375. The targets are intended to help coordinate land use and transportation planning to reduce vehicle miles traveled and greenhouse gas emissions. They will be modified over time to reflect improvements in modeling capabilities, changes in economic conditions, and advancements in technologies, among other factors. The next step in the process is for each Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) to work in collaboration with county transportation commissions, subregional agencies and cities to develop a Sustainable Communities Strategy that will be part of the Regional Transportation Plan. Each strategy will outline where growth and development will occur, and how the transportation system can support that growth so that the region's targets can be achieved. Cities are full partners in this process and retain full local decision-making and zoning authority. The targets are set on a regional level.  Subregional agencies and cities will not be assigned individual targets. 
News Release Regarding Metro Blue Line/Expo Line Construction Update
Media Relations issued a news release today noting that Metro Blue Line passengers will experience travel delays of up to 40 minutes for the next two weekends beginning tonight, September 24th due to construction of the Expo light rail line, which will connect with the Metro Blue Line in downtown Los Angeles. We will provide bus shuttle service between the Washington Station and the 7th Street/Metro Center Station. Work will begin at 9:00 p.m. on Friday and continue until early Monday morning, September 27th. We expect to have the Metro Blue Line service restored on Monday before rush hours between Washington and 7th St/Metro Center Stations. Should any unforeseen delay occur, the bus shuttle service will continue in operation with buses running between Washington and 7th St./Metro Center stations. The same plan is also scheduled for the weekend of October 1st, continuing until the early hours of Monday, October 4th. The Metro Blue Line stations affected will be San Pedro, Grand Avenue, Pico/Chick Hearn and 7th/Metro Center. Rail service from Washington Station to Long Beach Transit Mall will not be affected. There also will be staff at Washington and 7th/Metro Center stations to help direct patrons.

Metro Orange Line Extension Construction Notice
The Contractor will relocate and reconstruct the existing domestic water line and modify the existing sanitary sewer system at Chatsworth Metrolink Station. This activity requires potholing the existing waterline and laying new pipe and for the sewer system, manholes will be installed over the existing pipe with the new connections. Please click here to view the construction notice. http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/100924_Waterline_Sanitary_Sewer_System.pdf
CEO Upcoming Meetings & Events
Next week, I will be attending the “Meet & Confer” Meeting with the Governance Councils. I will also be participating in the “Get on Board Downtown LA Street Car” event being hosted by Director Huizar and attending the Citizens Advisory Council Meeting.
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