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Public Hearings Wrap-Up for Westside Subway Extension
 

Last night, we held the fifth and final public hearing on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement/ Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR) for the Westside Subway Extension. More than 550 people attended the hearings held throughout the study area over the last two weeks with 115 people providing verbal testimony and an additional 29 written comments received. Two of the hearings were broadcast live on the web and we provided a live Twitter feed for all of them. 
 

The hearings were all very lively with almost everyone expressing support for the project. Many speakers acknowledged that current funding allows the subway to reach the Westwood area, but still expressed a desire to try and extend it further. Additional comments dealt with other details of the project such as whether to include a station at Wilshire and Crenshaw, the exact location of other stations and alignment options between Beverly Hills, Century City & Westwood. The most attended hearing was the one held in Beverly Hills this past Monday. Speakers there were virtually unanimous in expressing their opposition to locating the Century City station at Constellation and Avenue of the Stars as this would require tunneling under that City's southwest residential area, Beverly Hills High School and possibly Good Shepherd School. It should be noted that those who expressed an opinion on this issue at the other four hearings were almost unanimous in their support for this location. We have also been evaluating Santa Monica Boulevard and Avenue of the Stars for the station in this area. 
 

The hearings were well attended by media as well as elected officials and their representatives. Elected officials attending and speaking at the hearings included Beverly Hills Vice Mayor Barry Brucker, Beverly Hills Councilmembers Nancy Krasne & John Mirisch, West Hollywood Mayor John Heilman, West Hollywood Councilmember Abbe Land and Beverly Hills School Board Members Brian Goldberg, Lisa Korbatov & Myra Lurie. Beverly Hills School Board Member Jacob Manaster was also in attendance. Representatives for California Assemblymember Mike Feuer, Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky, Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, Los Angeles Councilmembers Paul Koretz and Tom La Bonge, and West Hollywood Councilmember Lindsay Horvath also attended the hearings.
 

Print, broadcast and online media covering the hearings include the Los Angeles Times, Larchmont Chronicle, Park La Brea/Beverly Press, Los Angeles Weekly, Beverly Hills Weekly, Beverly Hills Courier, Santa Monica Mirror, KNBC-TV, Fox TV, LAist, Curbed LA, WeHo Independent, West Hollywood Patch, WeHo News, LA Streetsblog and Beverly Hills Patch.
 

We are accepting public comments on the Draft EIS/EIR through October 18, 2010. We will be presenting our recommendations on the Draft EIS/EIR for consideration at the regularly scheduled Board meeting on October 28, 2010.
Harvard Innovations Program Recognizes Westside Subway Outreach as a "Bright Idea"

 

Yesterday, the Ash Center for Democratic Governance and Innovation at the John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, recognized the public participation efforts of the Westside Subway Extension for its newly-created Bright Ideas program. In its inaugural year, Bright Ideas is designed to recognize and share creative government initiatives around the country with interested public sector, nonprofit and academic communities. This year’s cohort of Bright Ideas was chosen by a team of expert evaluators made up of academics, practitioners and former public servants. Selected from a pool of nearly 600 applicants, 2010 Bright Ideas address a range of pressing issues including poverty reduction, environmental conservation and emergency management. 

 

In the press release, Ash Center director Anthony Saich noted that the Bright Ideas program is "a natural next step to shed light on an even greater number of noteworthy programs and practices across our nation and to encourage practitioners to make these ideas work in their own backyards.” The 2010 Bright Ideas will be showcased on the Center’s Government Innovators Network, an online marketplace of ideas and examples of government innovation for policymakers and practitioners. 
http://ash.harvard.edu/Home/NEWS-EVENTS2/New-Bright-Ideas-Program-Recognizes-Innovative-Government-Programs
http://www.innovations.harvard.edu/
The Westside Subway Extension public participation program was recognized for its innovative use of new communication tools integrated with long-standing outreach strategies, to bring greater numbers of people into the planning process during the Draft EIS/EIR currently underway and the earlier Alternatives Analysis Study. Some of the techniques we have used include actively engaging with new media outlets including blogs and online publications, extensive use of social networking including more than 1,700 Facebook "fans," Twitter to provide regular updates, and live web-streaming of community meetings. These efforts have been incorporated with other long-standing techniques into a comprehensive program.

Traffic Reporters Golden Pylon Awards
In coordination with Orange County Transportation Authority, Riverside County Transportation Commission, San Bernardino Associated Governments and Ventura County Transportation Commission, and on behalf of Metro, Communications hosted the 14th annual Traffic Reporters Golden Pylon Awards yesterday. K.N. Murthy, Deputy Chief of Capital Management, gave the keynote address on the rideshare benefits of I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project, as well as planned construction activities. Traffic reporters were also encouraged to promote California Rideshare Week, October 4th through the 8th to their listeners and were briefed on the many commuter benefits of using 511. Awards were given to those reporters who tirelessly promote rideshare and carpool lanes whenever possible to avoid traffic congestion. Over 80 traffic reporters from all over southern California were there to applaud their colleagues who won. Winners this year include:  Donna Dower (KFRG, KNX & KBBY), Jeff Baugh (KFWB), Nick Paglichini (KFI, KTMS, KDB, KTIE), Denise Fondo (KNX) and California Highway Patrol Officer Saul Gomez (FOX 11, Univsion 34, KFRN, La Podesrosa 1550 & KWRM). Winner Denise Fondo expressed her thanks to Metro for its excellent metrolaalerts program on Twitter and said that she uses the information all the time to assist her listeners.  

http://www.metro.net/news/simple_pr/southland-transit-agencies-honor-true-grit-traffic/
Metro Mechanic Pursues Dream
Congratulations to Division 8 mechanic, Marilin Archie, who won a modeling competition for women over 35 years old in last night’s finale of TV Land's cable show “She's Got the Look". Archie entered the competition with thousands of other candidates about eight months ago and qualified to be a finalist. She then competed for the third season title on the TV program the past 12 weeks and won. 
Archie started with Metro as a service attendant and later became a mechanic for the San Fernando Valley Division bus facility. Click here to view her youtube video.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p8PbGKB7TDE&feature=email
Metro Bus Service in Downtown LA to be Impacted Sunday Due to Triathlon
Metro Bus service that will be affected on Sunday, October 3, 2010 in the downtown Los Angeles due to the 11th annual City of Los Angeles Triathlon beginning at 3:30 a.m. until streets re-open late Sunday afternoon. A full closure of the Metro Blue Line downtown already was planned to accommodate construction work on the new Expo line. A bus shuttle to cover the rail route is planned, but the stops downtown will be slightly changed due to the triathlon. The triathlon begins at 7:15 a.m. in Venice Beach and then goes to downtown Los Angeles and ends at Staples Center. Metro Rail will be the best option to go to the triathlon or to cross the competition course along Grand Avenue since there will not be any other crossing. Metro bus lines impacted by the detour include: 14, 16, 18, 20, 26, 28, 33, 37, 51, 52, 53, 55, 60, 62, 66, 70, 71, 76, 78, 79, 81, 96, 105, 200, 204, 206, 207, 210, 212, 217, 305, 439, 444, 445, 460, 485, 487, 534, 550, 603, 720, 733, 754, 757, 760, and 910.
Metro Orange Line Extension Construction Notice

The Contractor for the Metro Orange Line Extension Project has completed the excavation of boring pits on Lassen Street between Owensmouth Avenue and Canoga Avenue. The Contractor will be removing the concrete barriers (K-rail) and restriping Lassen Street to allow for two lanes of traffic in each direction to reopen. Additional activities will require intermittent soft lane closure that will be removed at the end of each working day.

EEO Thought of the Day
“There is no room for harassment in the workplace.”
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