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Daily News Article Will Question if Subway will Reach the Sea

In advance of Thursday’s Board meeting, the Daily News Wednesday is expected to publish an article suggesting that the “sea” in “subway to the sea” is DOA because staff is only recommending an extension to Westwood. Media Relations explained that Measure R and the adopted Long Range Transportation Plan only fund an extension to Westwood. The Measure R expenditure plan provides $4.2 billion. A further segment to Santa Monica was studied in the draft Environmental Impact Report/Statement (EIR/S) and it rated well in terms of ridership and other factors, but it will cost an additional $1.7 billion (2009 dollars) and those monies have not been identified. The Federal Transit Administration requires a funding plan before it will sign off on the final environmental documents. The reporter was told this doesn’t preclude a future Santa Monica extension if monies are found. Moreover, getting to Westwood is a major feat because the subway would serve major job and population centers. The newspaper also will note concerns raised by residents fearful of tunneling under Beverly Hills High School and some residences. Staff told the reporter about a motion by Sup. Yaroslavsky that would require a thorough examination of the seismic, settlement, noise, vibration and other issues while working closely with the community and the City of Beverly Hills. The article also will briefly mention that the Regional Connector draft EIR/S also is on the Board agenda.       

Regional Connector, Westside Subway Extension Draft EIR/S

The Los Angeles Times has inquired about the Regional Connector and Westside Subway Extension projects scheduled to go before the Board this Thursday for consideration of the Draft EIS/Rs and Locally Preferred Alternatives. Project staff briefed the reporter on key aspects of both of these projects, reporting that the projects are planned to fill two key gaps in the county’s rail system. The Regional Connector project would tie together our light rail transit lines through Downtown Los Angeles, and the subway extension would expand the heavy rail system farther into the congested, jobs-rich Westside area.  Both projects would provide substantial travel time savings and increase transit boardings. If approved, both projects would then move into their Final EIS/R and preliminary engineering phase. The story is expected to run in advance of Thursday’s Board meeting.

A Reminder from National Cyber Security Awareness Month: Cyber Security is our Shared Responsibility

October is National Cyber Security Awareness Month, and for good reason, says our Chief Information Officer Elizabeth Bennett. Here at Metro, no one individual is solely responsible for securing Metro’s Internet and Intranet resources. Everyone at Metro has a role in securing the computers, data and networks we all use. Our individual actions impact our cyber security and how we protect our technology and data.

Here is a link to a comprehensive report on the importance of cyber security in the workplace and at home. Topics include identity theft and how to prevent it; protecting your data and computer system; social networking do’s and don’ts, and a number of preventive measures we can take to keep our computer systems safe.

Metro Orange Line Construction Notice

Currently, the Contractor is constructing the abutment walls and support columns for the Lassen Street Overcrossing. This activity requires the Contractor to excavate and drill pile foundations to support the bridge super structure. To complete this work the Contractor will now utilize the south parking lot as a construction staging area to store construction equipment and to perform construction work on Lassen Street.  Beginning at 6:00 a.m. on Thursday, October 28, 2010 through the end of construction summer 2012, the south parking lot will be used as a staging area by the Metro Orange Line Extension Contractor.  Please click here to view the construction notice.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/101026_South_Parking_Lot.pdf


	

	








