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Congress Prepares to Vote Today On Debt-Ceiling Legislation – Bill Impacts Federal Transportation Funding
The House and Senate are set to vote today on legislation that reduces our national deficit, raises the debt ceiling and avoids a technical default by the U.S. Treasury Department. The plan agreed upon last night by the House and Senate leaders and the White House has two parts or phases – with the initial impact being a nearly $1 trillion reduction in the national deficit and an increase of $900 billion in the debt ceiling. The second part of the bill would empower a joint congressional committee with the task of securing an additional $1.5 trillion in deficit reduction and raising the debt ceiling by a similar amount. Should the joint congressional committee fail to achieve significant debt reductions, the bill being considered today includes trigger mechanisms that would force across the board spending cuts.
As drafted, the legislation being considered by Congress today would impact federal transportation funding by placing 
statutory caps on discretionary spending. For example, federal transportation programs for Fiscal Year 2012 and 2013 

would be funded at Fiscal Year 2011 levels. This is significant because the Fiscal Year 2011 funding levels were 

approximately 3.8 percent less than the previous year [Fiscal Year 2010]. Following Fiscal Year 2012, transportation 

spending and other non-discretionary federal programs would rise by about 2 percent per year from Fiscal Years 2014 to 

2021. Please find attached a copy of the Budget Control Act that will be considered by the House and Senate later today. 

We will continue to carefully analyze the short and long-term implications of this legislation on our agency’s Board-

approved legislative program.
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/DEBT_016_xml.pdf
FTA Expected to Award $9.7 Million in Small Starts Funds for Wilshire Bus Rapid Transit Project
The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) is expected to announce the award of $9.7 million in Section 5309 Small Starts funds appropriated by Congress [through a Fiscal Year 2009 spending bill] for the Wilshire Bus Rapid Transit Project. This project is being funded by $23.3 million in FTA Section 5309 Small Starts funds, $4.9 million in Proposition C 25%, and $3.3 million in City of Los Angeles local funds, for a total project cost of $31.5 million. Our agency anticipates that the remaining balance of Small Starts funds [$13.6 million] for this project will be granted to our agency in the near future. We appreciate the FTA’s positive working relationship with our agency in working to ensure the future success of the Wilshire Bus Rapid Transit Project and our other transit projects and programs. We also appreciate the strong and sustained support for this project from members of the Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation, including our two U.S. Senators.
Construction Notices

ExpressLanes
The Metro ExpressLanes Demonstration Project along the Harbor Freeway (I-110) will lessen congestion, improve travel choices, and maximize efficiency on a heavily traveled north-south corridor connecting the South Bay to downtown Los Angeles. The project will provide a new way to move traffic in LA County by converting the exisitng carpool lanes on I-110 to ExpressLanes. Anticipated project completion is Fall 2012. In preparation for construction, the Contractor will install k-rail and delineate new temporary traffic lanes that will serve to create construction work zones.  

 

The placement and traffic lane configuration will take approximately three weeks beginning at 10:00 p.m. on Sunday, August 7, 2011, weather permitting. Once the construction work zones are created, the Contractor will conduct nightime activities that will impede use of the bus stations along the Harbor Freeway (I-110). This new traffic configuration will be implemented for the duration of one year. Bus Station along the Harbor Freeway (I-110) will be CLOSED between 10:00 p.m. - 6:00 a.m. beginning August 2011 - September 2012. Bus patrons shall board buses on Figueroa Street.
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/110802_KRail_Installation.pdf
Expo
This construction notice is regarding continuing work to connect the new Expo Line with the existing Metro Blue Line along Washington Boulevard and Flower Street. 
What:
Continuing work for upgrades and paving of track along Washington Boulevard and Flower Street

 

When: 
Continuous Weekend Work Hours: 
9:00 p.m. Friday, August 5, 2011 through 5:00 a.m. Monday, August 8, 2011 
9:00 p.m. Friday, August 12, 2011 through 5:00 a.m. Monday, August 15, 2011 

Where:
Construction activities will take place on the Metro Blue Line and Exposition Light Rail Transit right-of-way, along Flower Street from Pico Station to Washington Boulevard and along Washington Boulevard from Flower Street to San Pedro Street.
Traffic Impacts:  

· Southbound Flower Street will be closed to through traffic intermittently and traffic will be detoured at Pico Boulevard.
· Eastbound traffic on Washington Boulevard will be maintained.
· Westbound traffic on Washington Boulevard will be maintained.
· Electronic message boards, directional signage and flaggers will be used to safely direct drivers and pedestrians around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic. 
Advisories:


· Metro Blue Line trains will not operate north of Washington Station. However, buses will be used to transport passengers between Washington Station and the 7th St/Metro Center.

· Metro Blue Line Commuters, local businesses and the driving public will be notified through supplementary written notifications, website updates, press releases and notices on buses and trains as the work progresses.

· Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times.  Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs.
http://www.buildexpo.org/pdf_uploads/cons_qplvxs0xg5.pdf


	

	








